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CHAPTER II 

BUDS OF THE WALNUT TREE 

Early Settlers 
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The following information concerning early settlers in Wal nut 
is taken from these sources: Pottawattamie County History, published 
by o. L. Baskin & Co., Chicago, in 1882 ; Pottawattamie County 
History, written by Homer H. Field and Hon. Joseph R. Reed, publish
ed by S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., · Chicago, in 1907; Biographical 
History of Pottawattamie County, Published by the Lewis Publishing 
Co. in1891. Necessary editing has been done and the histories 
updated where possible. They are arranged in alphabetical order. 
The second section of this chapter will contain family histories of 
pre-1900 residents that have been supplied by their livi ng descend
ants. Other biographical sketches of Walnut businessmen will be 
found in Chapter V. 

SMITH G. AGNEW 

Smith G. Agnew, a prominent farmer of Layton Township in 1891, 
was descended from a prominent old American family of Scottish 
descent. His grandfather came from Scotland and settled in Pennsyl
vania, and his father, Gibson Agnew, was born on a farm in that 
state. Gibson Agnew was a tanner by trade. When a young man he 
went to Ohio where he married Eleanor Smith , and to them were born 
twelve children: Eliza, Sarah, Martha, Amanda , William, David, 
Margaret , John, Mary, Smith G., George and Irwin. Gibson Agnew 
settled on a farm in Parke County, Indiana, where he ran a distill
ery, and where he remained one-fourth of a century. In 1852 he 
settled on a farm in Cedar County, Iowa, where he was among the 
early pioneers. He then moved to Muscatine County, where he died 
in 1877 at the age of 81 yeaxs. He was a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, in which he was an elder. 

Smith G. Agnew was born October 8 , 1848, in Parke County, 
Indiana, and was four years old when his parents came to Iowa. 
After the death of his father he managed the home farm for two years. 
After marriage he came to Pottawattamie County and settled on 160 
acres of wild land which he had bou.ght a few years before. With 
the help of his wife and his own hard work he was able to increase 
his homestead to 240 acres, situa ted near Walnut. 



Politically, Mr. Agnew was a Democrat and took an active inter
est in education, serving as school director .for three terms. He 
had also served as Road Supervisor. 

He was married, in 1879, in Clarke County, to Laura Woods, 
daughter of John and Amanda (Walker) Woods, who were t he parents of 
five children: Laura, Charles, James, Loren and Warren. The father 
was an old settler of Muscatine Co., having come in 1851. Both he 
and his wife were members of the Methodist Church. Mr. and Mrs. 
Agnew were the parents of four children: Millie, Harry, Loren, and 
Edith. Both Mr. and Mrs. Agnew were members of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

Valentine Woods (grandfather of Mrs. Agnew) lived in Cass 
County. He emigrated from Penneylvania to Dearborn, Indiana, where 
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he lived many years. Robert Walker {Mrs. Agnew's maternal grandfathe~ . 
came from Switzerland and was a carpenter by trade. 

FRANCIS M. ALLEE 

F. M. Allee, a prominent farmer of Lincoln Township, was born i1. 
Parke Co., Indiana, June 25, 1844, the son of Limus Allee, who was 
of American birth. His (Limus') parents were Quakers who came from 
the north of Ireland at an early day, settling on a farm in Hancock 
County, Indiana. Limus Allee was born in that county, but moved to 
Parke County when a young man. He was a carpenter and married 
Sarah A. Warner. They had seven children: F .M. , John, William , 
Mary E., Martha, Susan and Etta. Mrs. Allee died in Parke County f 
from an accident caused by her clothes catching fire. Mr. Allee 
was again married, to Ruth Higgins, and in 1857 moved to Vermillion 
County, Illinois, where he bought a farm. He died in 1859. 

Francis M. Allee enlisted for service in the Civil War at the 
age of 17, as a member of t he Ninth Indiana Battery and served 
throughout the period of hostilities, participating in the engage
ment at Shiloh and in several other battles. He was on the steamer, 
"Eclipse'', when it exploded and was thrown out in the river, sustain
ing a slight injury in the shoulder , but r emained at the front until 
the close of the war, when he was honorably di scharged at Indianapol 
Indiana, in 1865. 

Mr. Allee lived on a farm i n Parke County , Indiana, until 1880 , 
when he came to Pottawattamie County, I owa and set t led on a f arm of 
150 acres. He was a member of t he Masons and the Odd Fellows and a 
Democr at. He served as township trustee for several years. 
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He was married in Parke County to Nancy C. Wolfe, and by this 
marriage there were two children: Preston and May. The former was 
married to Ora Ratcliff and settled on a farm in Indiana. They had 
one daughter Nellie. May Allee died in infancy. 

Mr. Allee's first wife died and he was married, September 5, 
1877, to Mary E. Huxford, nee Griffith, the daughter of William R. 
and Edi th Griffith. \villiam R. Griffith was born in Belmont County, 
Ohio, in 1824, and was the son of Mahlon Griffith, who died in 
Muskingum County, Ohio. Mahlon Griffith was a farmer and father of 
three children: Mahlon, William R. and Leahann. 

Mr. and Mrs. William R. Griffith were the parents of nine 
children: Mary E., William W., Mahlon, Theodore, (who died at the 
age of 12), Almon, John R., Perry, Edgar G., and Leahann. Mr. 
Griffith lived in Belmont County for some years, then moved to 
Muskingum County, and in 1865 settled in Parke County, Indiana. In 
1877 he came to Pottawattamie County and settled on a farm in Valley 
Township. 

John Griffith married Flora Meyer, daughter of Theodore and 
Amelia Meyer, and to them were born eight children: Frank, Edith, 
Mary, Viola, Fred, Albert, George and Alderman. At this date (1965) 
the latter three are deceased. Mrs. Griffith still resides at her 
home in Walnut. 

AMON L. ALLEN 

Amon L. Allen was a prominent farmer of Layton Township in 
1891 . He was descended from a prominent American family, who were 
early settlers of Maryland. His grandfather, Isaac Allen, was born 
in that state, settled on a farm in Harrison Co., Ohio, and died 
from cholera in Burlington in 1851. His son, Isaac Allen, father of 
Amon Allen, was born in Ohio and learned farming in early life. He 
was married in his native state to Sarah A. Lemmon, daughter of 
Jacob Lemmon, of Scotch descent. They were the parents of five 
children: Amon L., Madison, Alvin, Alice and Frank. In 1851 the 
father moved to Iowa, settling in Washington County, on a farm. He 
was a hard-working and influential man, holding many of his township's 
offices, and died at the age of 50 years. 

His son, Amon L. , was born in Harrison County, Ohio, December 5, 
1847, and was reared to f arm life. He moved to Iowa with his father 
when he was three years old. In t882 he moved to Pottawattamie 
County and bought a farm of 160 acres. He was married in Washington 
County to Mattie Maxwell, daughter of Robert and Rachel (Thompson) 
Maxwell. To Mr. and Mrs. Allen were 1:torn 2 children (as of 1891): 

-------=----------~-------------

-- - - - -
. -- ~ ......,-=- -""""..... ·- - --------- -



Sheldon and Roy. They were members of the Presbyterian Church. 

Robert Maxwell, the grandfather of Mrs. Allen, was bor~ in 
America, but his father was a native of Ireland. Robert Maxwell 
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was a farmer of Harrison County, Ohio, and served i n the War of 1812. 
He was married to Martha Crowson, of Scotch descent, and to them 
were born eleven children: William, Thomas, Robert, Samuel, Martha, 
John 1 Rachel, Nancy, Walter, and two who died in infancy. Mr. and 
Mrs. Maxwell were members of the Presbyterian Church. In 1847, they 
came to Iowa , settling in Washington Co., where t he father lived to 
the age of 87. 

Robert Maxwell, the son of the above , was born in Harrison 
County, Ohio, in 1819. At the age of 28 he was married to Rachel 
J. Thompson, and in 1846 they settled in Washington County, Iowa. 
They were the parents of 9 children: Ella, Mart ha , Mary, Jennie, 
Thomas , Florence, Estella, and two who died in infancy. The parents 
were members of the Presbyterian Church. 

Thomas Thompson, the maternal grandfather of Amon Al len, was 
als9 a pioneer of Ohio, and lived in that state when the Indians 
were very troublesome. He married a lady of German descent, and 
they were the parents of 11 children. 

LEWISS. ALLEN 
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Lewis S. Allen was born March 19, 1850 at Petersburg, Menard 

County, Illinois. His parents were John W. and Melinda J. (Wat ki ns: 
Allen. John Al len, a native of Kentucky, moved to I l linois with hiF 
parents when 12 years of age. After his marriage he came to Iowa in 
1866, settling at Eight-Mile Grove, Cass Co. He purchased 160 acret 
of land northwest of Atlantic and s ubsequently moved to Nebraska, 
where he spent about 5 years. He then went to Florida where he re
mained for a year , then went to Kansas City where his death occurre( 
about 1892. He had a family of nine children, six of whom were yet 
surviving in 1907: Samuel W., Waterman T. , George , Martha B. (Mrs. 
George Atkinson) , Dora (Mrs. J. Huffmann), and Lewis S. 

Lewis S. Allen started farming at the age of 22, operating a 
tract of rented land at Eight Mile Grove for two years. I n the f al] 
of 1875 he purchased 160 acres in Layton Township , and through well
directed business ability, added to his farm, till it comprised 348 
acres. He erect ed all the buildings on the farm and planted all thP 
trees . He was an extensive cattle feeder, principally Herefords. 

t 
( 

t 



7 
J 

l 

] 

] 

i ] 

8 
J 
J 
J 

39 

On the 19th of March, 1873, Mr. Allen was united in marriage 
to Miss Harriet E. Trailer of Cass County, and a daughter of William 
Trailer, a prominent farmer of that county. Mr. and Mrs. Allen 
were the parents of nine children; eig.ht of whom survived i n 1907: 
Ada B. (Mrs. Shelton Allen), Sarah (Mrs. William H. Burkey), Lorene 
(Mrs. Fred M. Moon), Eleanor, Effie, Ira, William and Avery. 

In politics, Mr. Allen was a Democrat. He served two terms 
as township trustee, was a member of the school board for several 
years, and was associated with the following lodges: Grove Lodge 
No. 292 , A.F. and A.M . , of Marne, Berlin Lodge, 0.E.S. , and Marne 
Lodge of the Ancient Order of United Workmen. He was a member of 
the Methodist Church, and served as one of its trustees. 

Avery Randal Allen was born September 25, 1894 at Marne, Iowa. 
He was married August 13, 1918 to Maurine Ruth Griffith at Harlan, 
Iowa. Mrs. Allen is the daughter of George H. Griffith and Fannie 
Marie (Long) Griffith. Maurine Allen was born September 2, 1897 at 
Walnut, Iowa. Mr. and Mrs. Allen are the parents of three children: 
Mary Frances, born January 24, 1924 at Walnut, and married on March 
5, 1949 to William James Commentz; Jean Maurine Allen, born July 5, 
1925 at 1..Jalnut, married on December 19, 1943 to Cl yde S. Corey ; and 
Robert Louis, born September 24, 1928 at Atlantic , Iowa, married 
August 15, 1950 , to Deloris Jean Voss . 

H. V. BATTEY 

H. Verner Battey served as clerk of the district court of 
Pottawattamie Co. in 1907. He was born in Bureau County , Illinois, 
in 1862. His father was a well-known farmer in that vicinity. They 
moved to Vernon County, Missouri in 1869 and settled there on a farm. 
They later moved to Shelby county, I owa when their son Verner, was 
15. 

Verner helped his father on the farm until he became of age and 
then went to Portsmouth, in Shelby County where he remained for two 
years. In 1885 he moved to Walnut and purchased "The Walnut Bureau", 
a weekly Republi can newspaper. He felt that the press must maint ain 
a high ideal because it is of necessity the l eader of great movements 
and the strongest educational force. He published the Walnut paper 
for 10 years, building its reputation and making i t a leader in the 
community. He was offered so good a price for the paper, he felt it 
was to his advantage to sell, so he moved to Harlan, Iowa where he 
bought the Harlan American, and published it for two years. He then 
purchased The Avoca Herald and continued for three years at Avoca. 

'--------- - --------------~-- -- --- --· ------- ---------
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Mr. Battey's political affiliations and work had brought him 
into prominence and his talent had been recognized, so that he was 
appointed Deputy Clerk of the district court in November, 1899 - a 
position in which he served until January, 1905, when he assumed the 
office of clerk of the district court. 

He served two terms as mayor of Walnut, and for two years as 
town recorder. The Republican party honored him many times by making 
him a delegate to the county conventions and to the ninth district 
congressional convention, as well as several state conventions. He 
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also served as secretary to the school board in Wal nut for seven years . 1 

He was married in 1884, at Portsmouth, to Lena Betterman, a 
daughter of Carl Betterman, deceased. They were blessed with six 
children: Carl V., George Earl, Percy B., Lena, Bessie, and Herbert. 
The family were all members of the Episcopal Church at Council Bluffs 
and were active in its support. 

Mr. Battey was a member of t he Knights of Pythias, Woodmen of 
the World, the Modern Woodmen of America, and belonged to the follow
ing lodges: Mount Nebo Lodge No. 297, A.F. & A.M., of Avoca; Rabboni 
Chapter, No. 85 , R.A.M. of Avoca; Joppa Council, No. 15, Council 
Bluffs; Ivanhoe Commandery, No. 17, K.T., Council Bluffs; and Harmony 
Chapter of the Eastern Star, Council Bluffs. He was past master of 
his lodge and past high priest of his chapter. His efficiency in his 
position as clerk of court led to his election, in 1907, to the 
presidency of the Association of Clerks of the District Courts of 
Iowa. 

WILLIAM BEYER 

William Beyer was a prominent farmer living near Walnut in 1891. 
He was born in Schleswig, Germany, in 1851. His father, Madison 
Beyer, was a farmer and land owner. Madison Beyer was married to 
Annie Ramburg, and to them were born five children: Hans, William, 
John, Julian, and Charlie. Madison Beyer was a sailor and captain 
when a young man. In 1891, the Madison Beyers were still living in 
Germany. 

William Beyer became a sailor when he was 16 , but he followed 
the sea only five years. He came to America in 1872, settling in 
Scott County where he lived two years. I n 1874 he came to Pottawat
tamie County, where he purchased 160 acres of land in company wit h 
his brother, Julien. He added to this land until in 1891, he owned 
200 acres. 
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In 1876 he married Caroline Coffman, daughter of Charles Coffman, 
and to them were born five children: John, deceased in infancy, 
William, August, and Amanda. Mr. and Mrs. Beyer were members of the 
Lutheran Church. Mr. Beyer had held the office of Road Supervisor. 

August Beyer married Cora Feltman, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Feltman, in 1904. They were the parents of six sons: Walter, Marvin, 
Elwood, Herbert, Wilbert, and one who died at birth. Mr. Beyer pass
ed away in 1941, and in December, 1947, Mrs. Beyer married Lewis 
Wulff. Mr. and Mrs. Wulff reside in Walnut. 

B. F. BIXBY 

B. F. Bixby, railroad agent for the C.R.I . & P. Railroad in 
Walnut in 1882, was born in Norridgewock, Maine June 17, 1828, son 
of Rufus and Betsy (Weston) Bixby. Rufus Bixby was a farmer, born 
at Norridgewock in 1796, and participated in the War of 1812. Mrs. 
Bixby was born in Madison, Maine in 1798, and died April 17, 1882. 
Mr. and Mrs . Rufus Bixby were the parents of 14 children: Mary, 
Solomon E., Llewyn, Caroline N. , William w., Ann L. , Elizabeth, 
Lyman, Munson, Lyman Munson, A.B., Sarah A. , Ann L., and B.F. 
(Two Ann L' s were listed in the Pott. History of 1882, so evidently 
the middle names were different, or it was a misprint.) 

B. F. attended the Bloomfield and Brunswick Academies -of Maine, 
graduating from the latter in 1851. Following graduation, he follow
ed the teaching profession until 1852. He then follcwed the "Gold 
Rush" to California going by way of Chile. After 6 years of mining 
i n Cali fornia, he returned in 1859 to Madison Co., Iowa. In 1864 he 
enlisted in Company E., Forry--seventh Iowa Infantry, and served 
until the close of the war. He returned to Madison County and engaged 
in speculation. In 1868 he moved to Dallas County where he was 
employed by the C.R.I. & P. Railroad. In 1882 he had full charge of 
the depot at Walnut. 

B. F. was married, in Wi nterset, in September, 1859, to Mary A. 
Hornback (born in Indiana, in 1842), daughter of Abraham (born on 
Scioto River, Ohio, 1802) and Martha Cornell (born 1804). 

Mr. and Mrs. Bi xby were the parents of five children: Franklin, 
William R., Mintie M., Derrick Lloyd and Bessie. Mr. Bixby was a 
member of the Presbyterian Church, and a Republican. A brother, 
William W., was a civil engineer and surveyor and surveyed the route 
of the Northern Pacific R. R. from St . Paul to Puget Sound, W.T. 
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JOSEPH AND CHESTER BOILER 

Joseph Boiler was born in Piketon, Ohio, on December 10, 1834, . 
and was reared to farm life, acquiring his education in the common 
schools. He engaged in farming on his own and early in the 60 1 s 
he went west with three brothers to Montana, travelling from Musca
tine County, Iowa with ox teams. In Montana they mined gold. They 
were associated in their mining operations for about one year, but 
not meeting with the success they had anticipated, they separated, 
each starting out for himself. Joseph Boiler afterward discovered 
a paying placer mine, which he sold to good advantage. He then re
turned to Iowa and settled in Muscatine County where he farmed. 

In 1874 he came to Pottawattamie County and in company wi th 
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his father, purchased land in Wright Township, after which he brougr
his fami ly to Walnut in 1875. At the time of the building of the 
railroad through the town, he purchased a section of land in Shelby 
County, near the proposed line of the railroad, and from this time 
on he continued to deal in farm lands, which he purchased at a low 
price, holding them until his death. They greatly increased in 
value because of the settlement of this section of the state and th~ 
improvements made upon farms, and thus through his operations in 
county property, Mr. Boiler became a wealthy man. 

He had a faith in the future of I owa and with wonderful sagacity 
foresaw the rapid growth of the state and the splendid business 
development which would follow. His investments were extensive, ( 
including lands in Cass, Cherokee, Pocahontas, and Pot tawattamie 
Counties, and thus at the time of his death he was able t o leave f 
his family a very valuable estate. He died June 24, 1900. 

Chester Boiler was born January 23, 1875, in Muscatine, Iowa, 
the son of Joseph and Julie (Dickinson) Boiler. He had three sister.:; . 
Nettie (Mrs . H. M. Wilson), Nora (Mrs. E. H. Carey), and Ada. 

He supplemented his preliminary education by attending Iowa 
College at Grinnell, graduating in 1896 with a B.A. degree . Follow
ing his graduation he returned home and was connected with his 
father in the management of his properties. Later he pur~hased an 
interest in the Exchange State Bank and for four years was assist-

. ant cashier. In 1904 he resigned his position in the bank but still 
r etained his stock and served as a member of the board of Directors 
After leaving t he bank he devoted his full time t o the management 0£ 

his own and his mother's business i nterests. 
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On the 26th of April, 1899, he was married to Miss June Mosher, 
daughter of Orris Mosher, cashier of the Exchange State Bank. Mr. 
Boiler was a Republican and was a member of the Presbyterian Church, 
serving for a number of years as one of its trustees. 

CYRUS BOILER 

Cyrus Boiler was one of the early settlers of this part of 
the county. He was of German descent. David Boiler ., his great
grandfather, came from Germany and settled on a farm in Virginia, 
about 1775. Joseph Boiler, son of David, and grandfather of Cyrus, 
was born in Virginia, married Miss Nancy Collison, and reared a 
family of thirteen children, seven boys and six girls, who all 
lived to years of maturity. Joseph Boiler moved to Pike County, 
Ohio about 1800 and lived there until his de'ath. 

William Boiler, son of Joseph Boiler , and father of Cyrus, 
was born in Pike County, Ohio, in 1810 and married, in Ohio, Miss 
Almira Daniels, daughter of Benjamin Daniels, mayor of the town. 
Mr. and Mrs. Boiler had four children: Joseph, Benjamin, Wesley, and 
one who died young. William Boiler remained on his farm until he 
was 40 years of age, and then, in 1850 , moved to Muscatine County'il 
Iowa. In 1873 he came and settled on 160 acres in Pottawattamie 
County, Wright Township, where he died, in 1886. His first wife 
died in Ohio, and June 1, 1843, he married Miss Caroline Kincaid, 
daughter of Robert and Martha (Humphrey) Kincaid. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Boiler were born two children, Cyrus and James . 

Cyrus Boiler was born July 6, 1844, in Rice County, Ohio, and 
was 6 years of age when his father moved to Iowa. He learned the 
carpenter's trade as a young man. In 1873 he came to Pottawattamie 
County, Iowa, and improved a claim for his father. In 1876 he 
married Mary R. Osborn, daughter of Solomon and Lydia (Paris) Osborn. 
In 1879 Mr. Boiler went to Leadville, and was in the silver mines 
for 5 years and nine months . He then returned to Walnut to make 
his home. He served as constable of Walnut and was highly esteemed 
in the community. 

CHARLES A. BROWN 

Charles A. Brown, confectioner and news dealer in Walnut in 
1882 , was born in Lakeville, Conn. May 23, 1854, son of Albert H. 
and Caroline (Saunders) Brown. Albert was a carpenter, born in 
Lakeville, Conn., June 10, 1832. Mrs. Albert Brown was born in 
Lakeville June 18, 1832. They were the parents of three children: 

-- ---------
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Charles A., Jennie E., and Sadie. 

Charles Brown attended school at Sheffield, Ill., from 1859 to 
1872, when he and his parent·s moved to Pottawattamie County where he 
engaged in farming. He was married at Walnut December 25, 1877, to 
Laura N. Work, of Sheffield, Ill., August 18, 1858, daughter of J.M. 
and Martha Work, both born at Williamstown, Vermont, in 1832. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brown had one child, Grace E., born November 19, 
1880. Mr. Brown canvassed Iowa in 1879 for McCabe's "History of the 
World", which took him a little over a year. He t hen engaged in the 
loan and insurance business in Walnut. He was Republican, and cast 
his first vote for Rutherford B. Hayes. He was a member of the Odd 
Fellows, and a direct descendant of Lord Eli Brown, heir of Brown 
Castle, Wales. 

O. M. BRUCE 

O. M. Bruce was a pioneer business man of Walnut and the only 
man along the Rock Island Railroad in Pottawattamie County who had 
been continuously in business here for 35 years (as of 1907). He 
was born at Mount Gilead, Ohio, on October 12, 1848. His parents 
were George S. and Rachel (Livingstone) Bruce. His father was born 
in Culpeper County, Virginia, near Culpeper Courthouse, about 1816 
and was there reared and married, after which he moved to Mount 
Gilead, Ohio, about 1840. He became one of the leading men of t hat 
town where for years he was engaged in merchandising, contributing 
to the commercial prosperity of the community. He served for 
several years as postmaster of Mount Gilead, and also served two 
terms as auditor of Morrow County. He died November 3, 1902. In 
the family were four children, 3 of whom were living in 1907: Sarah 
M. (Widow of William Miller), Ann Elizabeth (Mrs. H. G. Cooper), 
and o. M. Bruce. 
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O. M. was raised in the pl ace of hi s nativity . In 1861, at the 
age of 13, Mr. Bruce enlisted in the army, joining Company d., Sixty 
fifth Ohio Infantry. He afterward servec'1 with the Tenth Ohio Cavalr~· 
and was with General Kilpatrick .in the siege of Atlanta. He was 
with the Squirrel Hunters, who were detailed to intercept Morgan on 
his raid into Ohio, and on the 10th of September, 1864, he was 
wounded at Campbelltown, Georgia, and taken prisoner. He was held 
at various southern prisons, including Andersonville. He escaped 
from the Milan, Georgia prison about November 29, and was paroled on 
the last day of November. He was discharged July 13, 1865. _ 
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Following his discharge, he returned to the schoolroom, continu
ing his education until 1867, when he came west to Iowa. He spent · 
5 years in Monroe, where he was engaged in the drug business and also 
became extensively interested in the livestock business. In 1873 he 
came to Walnut, where in March of that year he opened a drug store. 

Mr. Bruce cast his first vote for Abraham Lincoln when but 16 
years of age. (This privilege was given him because of his military 
service.) He was in the Confederate Prison at the time, but was 
allowed the voting privilege. He was a member of the first city 
council in Walnut. He was a member of Moriah Lodge, A.F. & A.M.; 
Star Chapter No. 47, R.A.M; Fairview Lodge, No. 194, A.b.U.W.; Camp 
No. 32, W.O.W.; and John A. Dix Post, G.A.R. 

Mr. Bruce was married in 1870 to Miss Sarah A. Worth, of Monroe, 
Iowa, a daughter of Joel B. Worth, who went to Monroe from Kentucky 
in 1849. They were the parents of two children: Maude B. (Mrs. Roy 
Bigelow), and Mabel B. (Mrs. Otto Ronna). 

WILLIAM W. BUNKER 

William W. Bunker was of an old American family. His grandfather 
came from Wales and settled in Pennsylvania. His son, Andrew Bunker, 
father of William w., was born in Pennsylvania and settled on a farm 
in Clarion County, Pa. He married Sarah Howe, of old Pennsylvania
Dutch descent. To Mr. and Mrs. Bunker were born thirteen children: 
William, Melville, Elizabeth, George, Nathan, Thomas, James, Julia, 
John Frank, Robert, Andrew, and Emma. Mr. Bunker l ived on his farm 
in Clarion County for 15 years, and in 1857 he moved to Muscatine 
County, Iowa, twelve miles west of Davenport, where he lived until 
1863. He then went to a farm two miles south, where he still resi ded 
in 1891. He was born in 1814. Mrs. Bunker died in June, 1888, at the 
age of 56. 

William W. Bunker, son of Andrew, was born in 1845, in Clarion 
County, Pa., and came to Iowa at the age of 12. In 1869 he married 
Miss Sarah C. Kirk, daughter of Robert and Martha Kirk, and they had 
five children in 1891: Edward H., Harry K., Amanda E., Orion M., and 
Raymond. Mr. Bunker farmed in Muscatine County until 1876, when he 
came to Layton Township and bought 163 acres. Mr. Bunker was a 
Democrat, and held the offices of assessor and school director. 
William Bunker ' s brothers and sisters were: Eliza J., Matilda, Thomas, 
Sarah c., Robert, Emma, William and Martha. 

---- --- - - --------- ·- - - -- --------- - -- --- - - - -
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Edward D. Burke was born in Durant, Iowa, November 29, 1866, the 4 L .. 

EDWARD BURKE 

son of Patrick and Mary (Murphy) Burke, both natives of Ireland. 4 
Patrick was born in County Tipperary, in 1832, and Mary was born in 
County Cork, in 1837. They came to the United States when young 
people and each settled on Staten Island, New York, where they were 
married. Afterward they moved to Pottsville, Pa., where Patrick 
Burke was engaged in mining. But the West att racted him, t hinking 

I 

f 

he might have better business opportunities and advantages in a dis
trict less thickly settled. Therefore, in 1854 he joined the band of 
pioneers who were reclaiming Cedar County, Iowa, and located in Durant, 1 

where he was engaged in various lines of business until 1873. 

He them came to Walnut, purchased a tract of land north of town, 
and engaged in farming for five or six years, bringing his fields 
into a state of rich fertility. He then retired from farming, living 
in the town of Walnut until 1906, when he went to Rocky Ford, Colorado 
to make his home with his son, Charles. Mrs. Burke died in 1882. 
Both were members of the Catholic Church. They were the parents of 
eight children; five of whom were living in 1907: William F., John P., 
Charles M., Elizabeth (Mrs. Albert M. Brassy), and Edward D. 

Edward Burke attended the public schools in Walnut . When he was 
18, he went to work in his brother's (W.Fo Burke) store until 1888, 
when he accepted the position of assistant cashier in the Exchange 
Bank. In 1890 the bank was reorganized into the Exchange State Bank, 
and· _Mr. Burke continued to act as assistant cashier until 1895. In 
that year he joined- his brothers in organizing and establishing the 
Citizens Bank of Walnut, and became the cashi er and general manager 
of this new financial institution. 

On the 10th of October, 1894, Edward D. Burke was married to 
Miss Florence L. Simpson, a daughter of Jeremiah Simpson of Fowler , 
Indiana. Unto this marriage one child, Simpson, was born August 5, 
1895. 

, 

Mr. Burke served for some years as town treasurer. He passed t 
away in November of 1935. 

w. F. Burke came to Walnut with the f amily in 1873, and taught 
in the schools of the community for several years. Later he entered 
the grocery business and continued in the business for more than 50 
years, being Walnut's oldest business man at the time of his death, 
December 28, 1930. 
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JOHN P. BURKE 

John P. Burke, a brother of Wo F. and Edward, came to Walnut 
with the family in 1873, and taught school in Pottawattamie County 
for several years. On February 8, 1887, he was united in marriage 
with Miss Lulu G. Kepford, daughter of David and Anna (Colwell) 
Kepford, of Havana, Illinois. Mr. and Mrs. Burke were the parents 
of one child in 1891, a daughter, Grace L., who was born August 9, 
1888. In 1891 Mr. Burke was but 28 years of age. 

When James Henry purchased the Exchange Bank in November, 1880, 
he secured John Burke as bookkeeper. Mr. Burke, then only 18 years 
of age, was of such outstanding ability, that after one year's 
service with the bank, he was made cashier. He became so well 
infor med in business generally t hat in January, 1888, when Mro Henry 
moved to California, he l eft Mr. Burke in charge of all of his 
affairs, giving him sole management of over 5,000 acres of improved 
land adjoining Walnut. 

John Burke served as town Treasurer and as Treasurer of the 
independent school dist rict. 

JOHN B. BURKEY 

John B. Burkey was born December 14, 1870, in Clinton County 9 

Iowa. He was the eldest of three children of David and Catherine 
(Burgin) Burkey. David Burkey came to Iowa from Indiana with his 
parents. When he was 23 years of age, he was married to Catherine 
Burgin. During the next two year s he farmed in Clinton County and 
in 1872 came t o Pottawattamie County and purchased 80 acres on the 
southeast quarter of section 27, Layton township. Not long after, 
he bought the other 80 acre tract of that quarter section and lived 
on his farm until 1898, when he retired to Atlantic , Iowao The two 
children other than John were Wil l i am H. and Mary (Mrs. William 
Berry). 

John B. Burkey started farming as a renter , then after two years 
he purchased 160 acres constituting the northeast quarter of section 
27, Layton Township, adjoining the ol d homestead farm on the northo 
Mr. Burkey made a speciality of raising Shorthorn cattle. 

On the 22nd of February , 1893, he was married to Miss Cordelia 
Berry of Marne, a daughter of John W. Berry, one of the early 
settlers of Cass County . ( It i s interesting to note t hat John 
Berry's mother was a sister of Ann Rutledge, famed sweetheart of 
Abraham Lincoln.) 

- - - -
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Mr. and Mrs. Burkey were the parents of two children, Roy Evan 
and Mildred M. (Mrs. Hugo Paasch). 

WILLIAM H. BURKEY 

William Henry Burkey was born June 22, 1872, the son of David 
and Catherine Burkey. He was just a baby when the family moved to 
Pottawattamie County. He was married February 24, 1897 to Miss 
Sarah J. Allen. They settled on the farm he had purchased the winter 
prior to his marriage -- the northeast quarter of section 34, Layton 
Township. He also farmed his father's land which lay next to his on 
the east. Mr. and Mrs. Burkey were the parents of four children: 
Fern Lewis, Rachel Arlene (Mrs. Albert Tumble), Howard David and 
Harriet (Mrs. Harvey Buckelhide). They were members of the Methodist 
Church. 

SAMUEL R. COMER 

Samuel R. Comer was one of the best-known citizens of t his 
thriving community in 1891. He was a member of the firm of Comer and 
Griffith, the only furniture establishment in the t own, carrying a 
$4,000 stock. 

Samuel Comer was born near Trenton, Missouri, on a f arm. His 
father, Thomas Comer, was from Highland County, Ohio, and from an old 
American familyo Thomas Comer went to Indiana when a young man and 
married Rachel J. Applegate, daughter of Thomas Applegate, of Jasper 
County, Indiana, an old settler and pioneer. In 1842 he moved to 
Missouri and settled in Grundy County. Thomas Comer was a soldier 
in Company A, Seventy-Second Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry, 
and was in service in Kentucky and Tennessee, in the Civil War. 
He returned home, and passed away in 1866 , a victim of exposure. He 
had left Missouri because of the war troubles and died at Delphi, 
Indiana . He was a member of the Methodist Church and a Democrat. 

Samuel R. Comer was but 16 years old when his father died, and 
the care of his mother devolved upon him. He had gone to Indiana in 
1861 with his parents. He worked on a farm by the month, thus 
supporting his mother. This he continued until his marriage, at 19 , 
in 1869, to Miss Amanda E. Cappess, of Ohio. In 1891, they had two 
children, Henry A. and Hattie E. After marriage Mr . Comer went to 
Cedar County, Iowa, and farmed until 1879, and then came to Walnut 
and engaged in the teaming and dray business. In 1888 he started in 
the furniture business. He was a member of the Odd Fellows. 
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M. B. DARNELL 

. M. B. Darnell was born May 19, 1827 .in Champaign County, Ohio. 
He emigrated with his f ather 's family in 1839, to Hancock County, Ill. 
When he was 17, he entered a seminary in Carthage, Ill., for a year's 
study. 

General Miner R. Deming, a f ormer teacher of Mr. Darnell's, 
procured a lieutenant's commission for Darnell from Gov. Thomas Ford. 
Lt . Darnell was placed on the governor ' s staff and served throughout 
the anti-Morman campaign. A few hours after the troops were dis
charged, he was, by "mere coincidence", present at the jail and 
witnessed the killing of Joe and Hiram Smith. 

He was a participant in all the 11wars11 (as they were designated) 
which were organized for the purpose of ridding the country of the 
presence of Mormons. 

On March 27, 1850, he was united in marriage to Martha Crai g of 
Jacksonville, Ill. They had four childre~. One son, Murray A., lost 
his life by an unfortunate accident at Sioux Falls, Dakota, at the 
age of 24. 

When he was 21, M. B. Darnell was elected Justice of the Peace, 
and while serving in that capacity, he decided he would like to 
study law. Consequently, he moved t o Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, and studied 
under Col. A.H. Bereman. He was admitted to the bar in 1854. He 
formed a partnership with Mr. Bereman and remained in the practice 
until the second year of the war, when he enlisted in the first I owa 
Cavalry. 

Returning to his home in Mt. Pleasant 9 he found his practice 
gone and the profession very full. He moved to a farm in Cass 
County, Iowa in May, 1864. In March, 1873, he came to Pottawattamie 
County where he engaged in farming 3 1/2 miles from Walnut , dividing 
his time between the farm and a limited law practice in Walnut and 
before country justices in Cass, Shelby, and Pottawattamie Counties. 
In March, 1882, he rented his farm and opened a law office in Walnut. 

During his residence in the county, he delivered a number of 
agricultural addresses, about half of them before the Cass County 
Society since i ts organization; one at Avoca in 1880. He also 
delivered orations on the 4th of July at Atlantic, Avoca, and Carson. 

He was a lways proud that he was early identified with the anti
slaver cause. He was Re ublican and edite_Q_ and_published a paper, 
"The Republican News" from June, 1859 for a period of 11/2 year s and 
sold out at a profit . 

- - -----·-----·- --- ~ - - -
........ ·------ - ------,- --.. -•--- --



50 

JOHN A. FRANK 
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John A. Frank was a prominent farmer in Lincoln Township in 189~, 
and lived on the farm that is now the Harry Lehnhardt Estate. He 
was bor n on a farm in the mountains of Switzerland, December 18, 
1845, the son of Jacob Joseph Frank, a farmer of Tyrol, Switzerland. 

Jacob J. Frank was married to Ursula Platz, and to them were 
born five children: Marion, Frank, Joseph, John A., a nd Ursula. Th€ 
grandfather was in the war with Napoleon. · The ancestors of the fami1v 
were natives of Switzerland, where they had lived for generations. 
Jacob Frank was a member of the Catholic Church, and lived to the ag 
of 65 years. 

John A. Frank came to America in 1866, at the age of 21. He 
landed in New York, then went to Washington D.C., where he worked in 
a brewery for two years. In 1868 he went to Lafayette County, Wiscc 
sin, where he worked on a farm until 1873. He then came to Pottawa~ 
tamie County and bought 240 a cres of wild land (included the Harry 
Lehnhardt farm of 160 acres , and the present Alden Krueger f arm of 8 
acreR), which he improved, and to which he had added, to make a tota1 

of SJ.5 acres. 

He was married in Wisconsin, July 5, 
was born in Clarion County, Pao, February 
August and Kate Hart , natives of France. 
man and the father of 6 children : Martha, 
Harry and Loui se. 

1870, to El izabeth Hart whv 
6, 1840, the daughter of 
August Har t was a weal thy 
Mary, Elizabeth, Kate, 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank were the parents of two children : Joseph, 
born April 20, 1872, in Grant County, Wisconsin; and Jessi e E., borr 
August 1, 1876 on the homestead in Lincoln Township. Joseph attendeu 
Drake University at Des Moines. 

John Frank held the offices of township trustee, school direct~ 
and road supervisor. 

MILTON B. FRISBIE 

Captain Milton B. Frisbie was a prominent farmer of Pottawattai. 
County in 1891. He was born on a farm in Madison County, New York, 
September 16, 1831, the son of Seth B. Frisbie. Seth Frisbie was of 
English descent , and was born in Litchfield, Connecticut. Three 
brothers of that name came from England, and the family gr adually 
spread over the country and became pioneers in New York and Illinois. 
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Joseph Frisbie, father of Sethi moved from Litchfield to Vernon, 
New York, in 1820, by wagon and settled on a farm. Joseph was an 
old man of 70 when he moved from Connecticut to New York State with 
his family, then consisting of grown men and women with their 
families. He was married in Connecticut a second time, when over 
70 years of age, to a Miss Mott, a relative of the famous Dr. 
Valentine Mott, of New York City. Joseph Frisbie was the father of 
six children, i:hree by his former marriage: Eli, Pardon, Medad; and 
three by his second wife: T. Goodwin, Joseph, and Seth B. 

Seth B. Frisbie was born in Litchfield, Connecticut , August 8, 
1807, when his father was 75 and his mother, 25. He was married in 
Vernon, New York, to Elizabeth Wade, and they were the parents of four 
children: Milton B., Hiram C., Seth B., and Helen E. Mrs. Frisbie 
was the daughter of Stephen and Louisa (Hill) Wade . 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Wade were the parents of five children: 
Elizabeth, Schyler, Tracy, Franklin, and Virgil B. Mr. Wade was a 
well-to-do farmer, and a member of the Presbyterian Church, of 
which he was daacon for many years. He died about ten years after 
coming to New York. The then eminent Ben Wade of Ohio was a 
descendant of the same family. It is related that Schyler Wade, an 
uncle of Milton Frisbie, was fined 50¢ for laughing in church and 
50¢ for walking in the highway before sunset on Sunday. 

Seth Frisbie was 14 or 15 years old when he came with his 
father to New York state. He learned farming in early life. In 
1837 he moved to Wood County, Ohio, which was then a wilderness 
covered with dense timber. Here he bought 240 acres of land and 
built a log house. During the first year the only mea t they could 
get was venison. 

I n this wilderness Seth Frisbie made his home, but the severe 
labor of subduing the wil derness proved too much for him, and after 
seven years' struggle he died, June 8, 1842, at the early age of 35 
years. Both he and his wife were members of the Presbyterian 
Church. Politically, he was an old-time Whig, and took an active 
part in the famous "Log Cabin and Hard Cider" campaign, which re
sulted in the election of the elder Harrison. Mr. Frisbie was a 
man of great energy and a practical business man. He buil t the 
first steam flouring-mill in Wood County. 

Captain Mil ton B. Frisbie received a very limited education, 

1--as-he-was-hu-t--si-x➔~-a.ge--"when-h-i.s-father-moved i nt.o__the_ w~i ~l -d_-___ _ 
erness of Ohio, and there were few schools in the state. The 
school houses were built of rude l ogs, had puncheon floors, and 
rough benches of slabs for seats. 
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His father died when Milton was ten, and after three years his 
mother returned to New York state with her children. She was again 
married, and after four years moved to Cayuga County, and here Milton 
lived until May, 1872. 

When Abraham Lincoln made his first call for 300,000 men, 
Milton Frisbie promptly responded, and September 23, 1861, enlisted 
in Company G, Seventy-fifth New York Volunteer Infantry, for three 
years. He served as a private for thirteen months, and for soldierly 
conduct and gallant bravery was promoted to Captain of Company H, 
Third Louisiana Infantry, and served in that capacity until the 
expiration of his term of service. In the last year of his service 
he was disabled by sickness, but continued to serve until about one 
month before his time expired, when he came home in a disabled con-
dition. C 

Following his return from the war he continued farming in 
Cayuga County where he remained until 1872, when he moved with his 
family to Pottawattamie County. He had purchased 240 acres of wild 
land here in 1871. When he came to Layton Township it was a new 
country, and Walnut had but eleven houses amid a wild prairie. 

( 

( 
Milton Frisbie served as Walnut's second postmaster and also 

served as justice of the peace, school director 1 townsh'P trustee 1 

and Supervisor. He was a member of Masonic Lodge No. 492 at Marne , 
a member of John R. Dix Post, G.A.R., No. 408 , and was commander 
three terms from its organization. 

He was married in 1856 to Lucy Knapp, daughter of Ezra A. and ( 
Sophronia (Waters) Knapp. They were the parents of seven children: f 
Milton B., who died in infancy; George E., who died at the age of 
ten years; Reuben F., a teacher; Helen E. Emeline, a teacher; Milton 
B., and George E. 

Ezra A. Knapp, father of Mrs. Frisbie, descended from a family 
of Saxony, Germany, who in 1540 emigrated to Sussex County, England, 
and in 1630 William Nichols Knapp and Roger Knapp emi grated to 
America. William Knapp was born in Sussex County, England, in 1570, 
and settled in Watertown, MQ.ssachusetts in 1630, and was one of the 
founders of that town. Roger Knapp was born in England and settled 
in New Haven, afterward Fairfield, Connecticut. He was the progenitL 
of Mrs. Frisbie's family. In his will he mentioned, "wife Elizabeth 
and children: Jonathon, Josiah, Roger, Lydia, John N., Eliza, and 
Mary'' all of whom were settlers in Fairfield, Conn., where the great
grandfather, grandfather, and father of Mrs. Frisbie were born. 
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Oliver Knapp, the grandfather of Mrs. Frisbie, was a farmer, 
and emigrate~ to New York in 1810, settling in Oneida, New York, 
where he lived until 'his death. They were the parents of Amasa, 
Seymour, Thomas, Ezra A., Eliard, and Eliza. 
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Ezra A. Knapp, the father of Mrs. Frisbie, was born in Connect
icut in 1798, and came with his father to New York state, where he 
was married to Sophronia Waters, and they were the parents of six 
children: Edwin A., Jairus S., Leonard, Emeline, Lucy, and one 
deceased in infancy . The eldest, Ezra A. Knapp, was a well-to-do 
farmer of Oneida, New York. He died at the age of f orty-three. He 
was a member of the Baptist Church, and an old-time Whig. 

BERNHARD GRESS 

Bernhard Gress was a prominent farmer and the proprietor of the 
Cottage Home Hotel in Walnut in 1891. He was born in the Grand 
Dukedom of Baden, Germany, June 24, 1851, the son of Balthaser S. 
Gress, a blacksmith of Baden. 

Balthaser Gress was married to Magdalena Kanzler, and they had 
four children: Bernhard, Anna, Frank, and Katie. He was engaged in 
the Rebellion and was under the command of Franz Siegel, afterward 
a distinguished general in our great Civil War. In 1860 Mr. Gress 
brought his family, then consisting of a wi fe and two children, to 
America, settling in Iowa City . He engaged in farming six miles 
north of that city, and remained until 1878, when he came to Pottawat
tamie County . 

Bernhard Gress was eight years old when he came with his f a ther 
to America. In his twenty-third year he came to Pottawattamie 
County, and began farming in Waveland Township. He sold this farm 
and bought 240 acres of land in Lincoln Township. In 1889 he moved 
to Walnut and bought the old Hinckley residence, which he converted 
into a hotel, the "Cottage Home". 

He served eight y ears as assessor in Lincoln Township. In 1876 
he was married to Miss Katie Eichhorn, daughter of Adam Eichhorn, of 
Johnson County, and a native of Germany. Mr. and Mrs. Gress were 
the parents of seven children: Frank, George, and Vina. Mr. and 
Mrs. Gress lost four children in three weeks, by diphtheria, in the 
winter of 1887. 

-----_-_-__ -_-_-_-_-_:_--_---= ·- -----
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ANDREW HELLMANN 

Andrew Hellmann, a prominent citizen of Walnut in 1891, was 
born in Schleswig, Germany, the son of John P. Hellmann, a farmer. 
John Hellmann was the father of six children: John L., Garsten, 
Andrew, Rama, Lena, and one who died in infancy. John Hellmann died 
in Germany at the age of 65. 

Andrew Hellmann was born March 5, 1844. He came to America at 
the age of 27, landing at Quebec. He then went to Chicago, and next 
to Pennsylvania, where he worked for the Chicago, Burlington and 
Quincy Railroad. In 1873 he came to Iowa, and worked on a farm in 
Clinton County. He came to Walnut in 1880. He was married in 1885 
to Dora Hansen. 

JAMES H. HENRY 

James H. Henryt president of the Exchange Bank in 1891, was born 
at Sturgis, Michigan, in 1845. He served in the Civil War, and 
following his discharge, he engaged in the l umber business at 
Blairstown, Iowa . 

He married, in 1871, Miss Emma Edson, and they were the parents 
of four children : William, Angelina (deceased February 13, 1887, at 
the age of nine years, eleven months), Bessie, and Joe E. 

In 1875 Mr. Henry came to Walnut and engaged in the grain and 
lumber business until 1875, when he went to Chicago and built a 
large elevator and carried on extensive operations, in connection 
with his brother William C. 9 under the firm name of Henry Bros. In 
November, 1880, he sold out this business and retur ned to Walnut, 
and bought the Exchange Bank of Walnut. 

January 1, 1888, Mr. Henry, with t he view of educating his 
children and for the benefit of the climate, went to California and 
settled at San Jose, where he lived in retirement for two years . 
Turning his attention to public improvements, he purchased the old 
horse-car line and franchise on the famous Almeda, and established 
an electric railway system, t he first in the state of California, 
which was a comolete success. He also purchased the pri ncipal street 
railway in Sacramento, and changed the system from mule propulsion to 
electric, being the second successful electric road in California. 

He was a member of the Masons, San Jose Lodge, No. 10, a nd a 
member of the G.A.R. His property was va lued at $500 , 000 i n 1891. 
He owned over 5 , 000 acres of land near Wal nut, which was valued at 
$200 1 000, his bank valued at $200,000, and his electric railroads, 
$100 7000. In addition, he owned some other property and a lovely home 
in San Jose. 
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E. R. HINCKLEY 

Enoch R. Hinckley, the first capitalist in Walnut, was born in 
Barnstable Co. 9 Massachusetts, September 10, 18230 When he was 11, 
he moved with his parents to Boston. He attended school there, 
remaining until he was 26, when he went to New York City and was a 
successful operator on Wall Street for six years. He then went to 
Chicago where he lived until 1869. The following year he spent in 
Atlantic, Iowa and in 1870 he located on the site of the present 
town of Walnut. 

When Mr. Hinckley located in Layton Township, he was alone on 
a wild prairie. Opening a land office for the sale of lands granted 
to the C.R.I. & P. Railroad, Mr. Hinckley entered upon a very suc
cessful business career in the West. 

He soon became interested in real estate on his own account 9 

and in buying stock. He owned several herds of cattle and both 
wild and improved l ands. 

In 1875 , in company with his son, he engaged in a general bank
ing business in Walnut. This however, was in addition to his other 
business. I n 1880 they sold the bank to Mr. J. H. Henry, and pur
chased large tracts of land in northern Iowa, mostly in Pocahontas 
County. 

In 1882 Mr. Hinckley owned five farms a nd a herd of 500 cattle. 
He also loaned money for Eastern capitalists. Almost every public 
institution in Walnut had received liberal donations from him, and 
indeed, the town itself owed its existence to his enterprise and good 
financiering. 

The year 1327 is the earliest record of ·the family found in 
English historyo Governor Hinckley, of the Plymouth Colony, was one 
of their family, and is an ancestor of E.R. The family were among 
the early and prominent settlers of the New England States. 

J.B. JOHANNSEN . . : 

J.B. Johannsen contributed much to the welfare and prosperity 
of Walnut. He was a native of t he province of Schleswig, Germany, 
where he wa s born in 1845. 

At the a ge of 26 he emigrated to the U.S., locating at Walnut 
which r emained his home until his death. He was engaged in the 
mercantile business here until 1881. 

----- -- - ·-· ~---·-- -- ---------·---- -- -- -



At that time this part of the state was new and undeveloped 9 

but immigration was flowing in, land being cheap, and it was rapidly 
being settled. With this before him, and with the characteristic 
aggressiveness he possessed, he turned his attention to a new field, 
and in 1877 opened a real estate and insurance office. A few y'ears 
later he bought out a similar business conducted by E. R. Hinckley, 
merging two in one, and creating a business which he expanded and 
developed. 

In 1883, with the Carstensen Bros., with whom he was associ ated 
in the manufacture of the well-known Carst ensen iron harrow, built 
the substantial brick block which bears his name, and where the bank 
and telephone office are now located. 

In politics, Mr. Johannsen was a Democrat, always taking an 
active part in politics and was recognized as a party leader in t his 
end of the county. His name had been mentioned as a possible candi
date for the legislature. 

He served several years on the school board, holding office of 
secretary and treasurer. He was also several times a member of t he 
town council and was justice of the peace for nea rly 20 years. 

He was owner of a considerable amount of real estat e in Walnut 
and the surrounding country. 

FRED JOHNK 

Fred Johnk was born in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, November 16 , 
1848, son of Wulf and Lena (Moore) Johnk. Mr. and Mrs. Wulf Johnk 
came to America in 1875, and both died in this country . They had 
five children, four of whom were living in 1907: Fred, Hanning, 
Matilda (Mrs. John Miller), and August. 

Fred Johnk came to America at the age of twenty, and worked by 
the month as a farm hand in t he vicinity of Davenport, Iowa. He then 
worked at f arm labor for seven years in Mercer County, Ill. In 1878 
he arrived in Pottawattamie County, and purchased an eighty acre farm 
in Lincoln Township. With this as a nucleus, he added t o his holdings 
until he accumulated 660 acres all on sections 30 and 31 in Lincoln 
Township, except 106 acres in Valley. 

Mr. Johnk was married April 29, 1902, to Mrs. Mary (Petersen) 
Schneider, a widow, and daughter of Albert Petersen, of Pottawattamie 
County. They had two children: Lena and Theodore R. Lena, now 
deceased, was Mrs. Henry Williams. Theodore Johnk is presently · 
living in Oakland, Iowa. 
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WILLIAM H. JURGENSEN 

William H. Jurgensen was born August 25, 1862 in Schleswig
Holstein, Germany, the son of Fritz and Lena (Sell) Jurgenseno Mr. 
and Mrs. Fritz Jurgensen came to America in 1872, locating at 
Davenport, Iowa, where Mr. Jurgensen followed the coopers trade (a 
maker or repairer of barrels and casks) for four years. In 1876 he 
moved to Pottawattamie County, purchasing eighty acres on section: 1, 
Layton Township, for which he paid $10. per acre. At a later date 
he bought an adjoining tract of 80 acres. 

Owing to the limited financial resources of his parents, 
William H. Jurgensen early had to provide for his own support and 
acquired only a meager education. Soon after arriving in this 
country he went to work as a cash boy in the store of J. H. C. 
Petersen and Sons at Davenport and subsequently was employed as a 
painter in the sash and door factory of Roberts and Co. His health 
was affected, however, by the poison in the paint, and he was com
pelled to give up this position. He secured employment in the store 
of Lo W. Petersen, dealer in wallpaper and carpets. 

On arriving in Pottawattamie County, he worked for his father on 
the farm, and on becoming of age, took over operation of the farm. 
In 1895 he moved to an 80 acre tract adjoining the home f arm on the 
west, which he purchased. On December 18, 1887 he was united in 
marriage to Miss Emma Range of Layton Township, a daughter of Adolph 
Range. Mr. and Mrs. Jurgensen were the parents of six children, 
four of whom survived in 1907: William E., Leonora M. (Mrs. Cecil 
Roadhouse), Herbert C., and Harry L. 

Mr. Jurgensen was a member of the board of township trustees, 
served on the school board, and was one of the leading citizens of 
Layton Township. Fraternally he was associated with Walnut Lodge, No. 
194, A.o.u.w., Excelsior camp of the Modern Woodmen of America, and 
t he German Verein of Walnut. He was a member of the Lutheran Church. 

A. E. KINCAID 

Alfred E. Kincaid was born August 29, 1852 , in Leeds County , 
Canada, the son of John and Lodeica (Wilke) Kincaid. Six of their 
nine children survived in 1907: William, Cordelia, Mary (Mrs. Edward 
Crummet), Addie, Alfred E., and Helen (Mrs. James Scott). John 
Kincaid engaged in the tanning business in Athens, Canada. He was an 
influential factor in the politics of his district and for some years 
served in the office of r eeve in his county. 
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Al f r ed Ki ncaid came to the Uni ted States when he was ei ghteen. 
He became a tinner ' s apprentice and in 1871 went to Chicago where he 
worked for a year . He then moved to Atlantic , I owa where he was 
empl oyed at his trade for ten or t wel ve years. In October, 1883, he 
came to Walnut and established himself in business , and for 22 years 
carried on his store with excellent success. Throughout that period 
he was classed with the l eading merchant s of t he town, but in 1905 
he disposed of his interests and retired to private life. 

On the 20th of May , 1897, he was appointed postmaster, his first 
appointment being signed by President McKinley and his second by 
Theodor e Roosevelt. He served as a member of the school board, a 
member of the town council, and as township trustee, and township 
clerk. He was associated with Morro Lodge , A.F. and A.M., Rabboni 
Chapter No. 85, R.A.M., Kedron Commandery, No. K.T., and Za Ga Zig 
Temple of the Mystic Shrine at Des Moines . He was also affiliated 
with Maria Lodge, No. 327, I .O.O.F. with the Atlantic encampment and 
wi th Walnut Lodge, No. 92 of the Homesteaders. 

WILLIAM C. KLEPPINGER 

William C. Kleppinger was a prominent farmer of Pottawat tamie 
County in 1891 and a pioneer settler of Iowa. His grandfather was 
the founder of the fami ly in America. The grandfather was a German 
by birth, and settled on a farm in Nort hampton County, Pennsylvania. 
He was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, and also engaged in wars 
with the Indians. He was married to a lady of English parentage, and 
they had five children: Lewis, Jacob, William, Eli and Catherine. He 
lived all his life in Northampton County. 

Lewis Kleppinger, son of the above, and father of William c., 
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was born on the ol d homestead in Northampton County, and learned 
farming in early life. He was married in that state to Barbara Harmon. 
daughter of Jacob Harmon, a hotel-keeper at Cherryville. Jacob 
Harmon 01.med and built the old Stone Hotel in which every stone was 
the same size, picked and dressed, and which was still standing in 
1891. He was the father of four children: Barbara , Catherine , Mary 
and Conrad. Mr. and Mr s . Lewis Kleppinger were the parents of seven 
children: David, Thomas , Joseph , William c. , Lewis, Rebecca and 
Sarah. After marriage Mr. Kleppinger settl ed in Nor thampton County, 
near his t wo brothers , Eli and Jacob , each locating on a large farm. 
Both he and his wife were natives of Germany. 
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William c. was born on the old homestead in a stone house , 
December 27, 1829, and served an apprenticeship of three years at 
the coach-maker's trade in Bloomsbury, New Jersey. He was then 
engaged in driving cattle, horses and sheep over the Alleghanies 
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for three years, having crossed the mountains hundreds of timeso 
After his marriage he settled at Emaus, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, 
working a t his trade and remaining 8 years. 

In 1859 he moved to his f ather-in-law's farm, remaining nine 
years; then went to Kreidersville, where he lived for five years 
working his trade; and in 1867 came to Iowa, settling on a farm in 
Muscatine County, where he lived thirteen years. In 1879 he came 
to Walnut and settled on a 160 acre f arm. 

Mr. Kleppinger married Elizabeth Seem, daughter of Conrad and 
Catherine (Sworit) Seem. Elizabeth Kleppinger was born in 1829, 
and was of German descent. Mr. Seem owned a flax-oil mill and a 
woolen-mill, and was also a furniture maker of Northampton County, 
Pennsylvania. He lived to be 93 years old, living 90 years on one 
farm, which he inherited from his father. The last three years he 
lived with his son. He was the father of 14 children, twelve of 
whom lived to maturity: Joseph, John, Samuel, David, Conrad, Reuben 
(deceased in 1891), Lucy, Mary, Patterson (deceased prior to 1891), 
Elizabeth , Katie, Judy, Polly and Leah. Mr. Seem was a member of 
the German Reformed Church, of which he was one of the founders, and 
also one of the builders of the church. 

To Mr. and Mrs. William C. Kleppinger were born nine children, 
seven of whom were living in 1891: Mary A., Adelaide, Abyssinia 
(deceased at 6 years), Preston C., Elizabeth C., Rosie B., Robert Do, 
James P., Meda S. (deceased at two years). Mr. and Mrs. Kleppinger 
were members of t he Methodist Churcho Mr . Kleppinger, a Democrat, 
was Road Supervisor for his township in 1891. 

JOHN FREDERICK AUGUST KOHLSCHEEN 

John F. A. Kohlscheen was born J anuary 3, 1843 at Schleswig
Holstein, Germany, and was educated in the schools of that country. 
In 1870 he came to the United States with a capital of $40. and went 
to Davenport, Iowa. He worked there for a year as a farm hand , then 
went to Johnson County , again working as a farm laborer for a year. 
He then rented land and began raising onions and potatoes. He was 
very successful and after two years he purchased a team and came to 
Pottawattamie County in the spring of 1874. He invested his earn
ings in 80 acres of land. In that summer he f ormed a partnership 
with C.A. Rossmann in Layton Township, and during that year he had 
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a man br~ak fifty acres of sod of his prairie farm. In the spring 
of 1875, in partnership with Nick and John Sievers, he built a 
shanty on their land and for two years they "batched" and cultivated 
their fields. 

In 1877 Mr. Kohlscheen was married to Miss Magrada Paasch, a 
native of Germany, who came to the United States in 1876. Following 
his marriage, he rented 80 acres of land adjoining his 80 acre tract. 
In the fall of 1881 he purchased 200 acres adjoining his original 
farm and in 1883 built a handsome residenc~ later erecting barns 
and cribs. Mr. Kohlscheen owned 867 acres of land of which 360 acres 
lay in Knox Township, 240 acres in Lincoln, 200 in Pleasant, and 67 
acres in James. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kohlscheen were the parents of eight children: 
Gustav, Emma (Mrs. Henry_Mattheis), Ferdinand, Bernhardt, August, 
Herbert, Amanda (Mrs. Alfred Bo:tnholdt), and Alma (Mrs. John Behrens). 

They were members of the Lutheran Church. 

HENRY KOLL 

Henry Koll was born November 27, 1846 in Schleswig-Holstein , 
Germany, the son of Franz and Margaret (Jess) Koll, both of whom 
passed away in Germany. In the family were five children; three of 
whom survived in 1907: Henry, John, and Catherine. John and 
Catherine were still resi dents of Germany in 1907. 

Henry Koll came to America at the age of 20, in 1866. He settl
ed at Clinton County, Iowa where he was employed as a farm hand for 
eight years. He then moved to Walnut, operating a rented farm for 
seven years. At the end of this time he had saved enough to purchase 
120 acres on section 36, Layton Township. He farmed this land for 
14 or 15 years, then purchased 220 acres on Section 1i Lincoln Town
ship, which was just across the road from his original purchase. 
Henry Koll was a large cattle feeder; shipping about two carloads 
annually. 

I n 1871 Mr. Koll married Miss Margaret Kauffmann, of Clinton 
County, Iowa. Mr. and Mrs. Koll were the parents of six children: 
Charlie, Henry, Minnie, Harry (a veterinarian in Walnut in 1907), 
Alma , and Lena. 

Henry Koll served as a member of the school board for 15 years, 
was a member of the Woodmen of the World and the I owa Legion of Honor. 
He was a member of the German Lutheran Church. 
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PETER KOLL 

Peter Koll, an implement dealer in Walnut in 1882, numbered 
among the early settlers of Walnut. He was a native of northern 
Germany, and remained a resident of his native country until he was 
17 years of age. His early life was spent on a farm, though he 
received a good education in his native country. 

He settled first in eastern Iowa after arriving in the United 
States. In 1874 he came to Walnut where he operated a bar for two 
years. He owned a farm in Clinton County and built two buildings 
i n Walnut, one of which was known as "Koll's Hall", the other his 
home. The two were built at a cost of $5,000. 

He was a member of A.o.u.w. Lodge No. 194 of Walnut, and a 
member of the order of L. of H. Lodge No. 122, of Walnut. 

Mr. Koll was twice married. His first wife was Miss Christina 
Kaufmann, whom he married in 1867. She died in 1877. Three children 
of this marriage survived in 1882: Henry, Peter and Therese. In 
1878 he married Miss Catherine Kaufmann, sister of his first wife. 
There were no children of this marriage, as of 1882. 

WALTER KRUEGER 

Walter Krueger, a ·substantial farmer of Lincoln Township in 
1907, was born January 17, 1862 , in Prussia, Germany, the son of 
Henry and Elizabeth (Weise) Krueger. There were seven children in 
the family . Both parents were natives of Prussia , and in that 
country Henry Krueger learned the weaver's trade which he followed 
in Germany until 1882, when he came to America and settled at Minden, 
Iowa. He made his home at Minden with his children until his death 
in 1895. 

Walter Krueger was a young man of twenty when the f amily emigrated 
to the new world. For t wo years after his arrival he was employed at 
farm labor in Pottawattamie County, and then associated with his 

f1 ~ brother Frank Krueger (deceased prior to 1907), in the cultivation of 
d a rented farm. They remained partners in this enterprise for three 
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years, after which Walter farmed for one year as a renter by himself. 
In the meantime he carefully saved his earnings and at length his 
l abor brought him sufficient capital to enabl e him to purchase 160 
acres of land in 1889. This tract was situated in York Township near 
Minden, where he later added another 60 acres. In 1906 he sold this 
farm and purchased 320 acres lying on sections 19 and 20, Lincoln 
Township. 
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In 1888 Mr. Krueger was married to Miss Alvina Grobe, a 
daughter of Christof Grobe, who came to the United States from 
Braunschwich, Germany, in 1870, settling in LaSalle County, Ill
inois, where his daughter Alvina was born. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Krueger were born six children: Walter, Arthur, I da (Mrs. John 
Rasmussen), Henry, Alvina (Mrs. Hermans), and Albert. The family 
were members of the Lutheran Church. 

CLAUS KUHR 

Claus Kuhr was a resident of Lincoln Township in 1907 . He 
was born February 20, 1844, son of Henry a nd Wiebke Kuhr, natives 
of Germany who spent their lives there. There were seven children 
in the family, four of whom were yet living in 1907: Henry (a 
resident of Germany in 1907), Claus, Frank (in Germany in 1907), 
and Hans (a resident of Mitchell, S.D., in 1907). 

Claus Kuhr spent the first twenty-two years of his life in the 
land of his nativity, where he acquired a fair public school educa
tion. The f avora ble reports which reached him concerning America 
and its opportunities led him to seek a home i n the New World. He 
crossed the Atlantic and located first at Davenport, Iowa , in 1866. 
He worked in that vicinity as a farm hand for t hree years, then went 
to Benton County, Iowa where he worked for four years on a farm. 

In 1873 he arrived in Pottawattamie County, Iowa and with the 
capital he had acquired through his industry and economy, he bought 
a farm in Shelby County, just across the line, and lived there until 
1888. He then moved to Pottawattamie where he purchased 280 acres, 
afterward adding 160 acres, making him tte~wner of 440 acres, all in 
Lincoln Township. He also owned a residence in Walnut. 

On February 20, 1880, Mr. Kuhr was married to Miss Lizzie 
Aulerich, who was born in Germany and brought to America as a young 
girl by her parents, both of whom died in Pottawattamie County. 
Mrs. Kuhr was one of a family of four children. Mr. and Mrs. Kuhr 
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were the parents of eight children, seven of whom yet survived in 1 
1907: Henry, Emma (Mrs. Ernest Kahl), Fred, Anna (Mrs. Oscar Karstens): 
Bernard, Otto, and Emiel. 

Mr. Kuhr had served ten years as school dire-ct or in 1907. \ t _ 
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ADOLPH LEBECK 

Adolph Lebeck was a member of the firm of Lebeck Bros., dealers 
in dry goods, groceries, boots, shoes, etc., in Walnut in 1891. 
They were among the leading merchants in the town. 

Adolph Lebeck's father, S.L.J. Lebeck, a school teacher, was 
educated at Tondern Schleswig, and was a teacher in Albersdorf, 
Germany, from 1842 to 1884~ and previously in different places 
from early manhood. 

He married Hanna Ketelsen, and they had ten children: James, 
Alfred, Carl 1., Line Christina, Hanne, Adolph, Male, Wilhelm, 
Berthold. He was a member of the Lutheran Church, and was retired 
in 1891, living in Albersdorf, Germany. In 1891, Mr. Lebeck was 
81 years of age. 

Adolph Lebeck was born in Albersdorf, Holstein, Germany, 
September 27, 1855, received an excellent education and learned the 
mercantile business in early life . In 1872 , at the age of 17, he 
came to America , t o Lyons, Iowa, where his brother, Carl L., was a 
clerk in a store. He then went to Monmouth, Ill., entering the 
cigar business. However, the work affected his health and he re
turned to Lyons and worked as clerk in a general merchandise store 
for a little over two years. He then went to Omaha and engaged in 
the grocery business. 

In 1874 his brother Carl started in business in Wal nut , and in 
1878 Adolph returned to Germany on a visit and r emained one year. 
He then returned to America and went into company with his brother, 
under the firm name of Lebeck Bros. , buying out Lodge Bros. 

In 1880 Mr. Lebeck married Miss Bertha Siebke, who was born at 
Davenport, Iowa , her parents coming f rom Germany in 1859. Mr. and 
Mrs. Lebeck had three children: Hanne, Theodor and Malitta. 

Carl L. Lebeck came to Walnut in 1874 and formed a partnership 
with J.R. Johannsen and started a general merchandise store in t he 
location now occupied by the new Legion Hall. After f our years of 
successful business , he sol d his interest to his part ner . 

Soon afterward, he bought the Lodge Bros. Store located on the 
corner of Pearl and Central, where the Raymond Wolf building is now 
1-ocated. In partner with his brother, Adolph , they continued in 
business for 13 years. 

In 1894, Mr. Lebeck bought his father's interest in the 
business then located on the site of Johannsen Clothing Store. 
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La ter he bought the building now occupied and owned by Edwi n Holtz. 
He continued in business until the fall of 1899 , when he sold the 
building and goods. 

In the fall of 1902 he disposed of his house and household 
goods and moved to Artesia , S.D. , where he engaged in the real estate 
business. 

In 1909 he moved back to Wal nut and purchased the Drake property, 
where he made his home until his death , August 7, 1924. 

He was the first president of the ol d German Bank, and continued 
in that office until he sold his stock to J.B. Johannsen. 

RUDOLPH LEHNHARDT 

In a careful review of the history of this country it becomes a 
noticeable fact that the German-American element in our citizenship 
has been a strong and beneficial one and that a l arge percentage of 
our best citizens are of German birth or trace their lineage to the 
fatherland. Rudol ph Lehnhardt was r epresentative of this class. 

His father, James Lehnhardt, was born in Holstein, Germany, 
March 19, 1798, and in 1856 came to the United States, where he engag
ed in the butchering business in New York City. About 1860 he moved 
to I owa, settling in Buffal o, Scott County, where he devoted his time 
to raising sheep. After making his home in Buffalo for a few years 
he moved to a smal l farm which he purchased in that l ocality and 
there he l ived until his death, February 5, 1877. His wife , Doris 
Lehnhardt, survived him for about twelve years , making her home among 
her children until her death May 14, 1889. Doris Lehnhardt was James 
Lehnhardt's third wife. By ·this marriage there were five children, 
four of whom were deceased prior to 1907. 

Following a common school education, Rudolph Lehnhardt started 
working on a farm by the month in Scott County, at the age of 19. 
Two years later he went to Iowa City where he was employed as a farm 
hand for five years. January 12, 1887 , he was married to Miss 
Christina Westfall of Iowa City , whose parents came to Iowa f r om 
Mecklenburg , Germany, in an early day. 

I n the spring followi ng their marriage , Mr . and Mrs. Lehnhar dt 
came to Pottawattamie County and for seven years lived on a rented 
farm. Their frugal ity and industry during that period enabled them 
to secure capital sufficient to purchase a 240 acre farm in 1893. 
This f ar m was purchased from John Frank and included the present 
farm known as t he Harry Lehnhardt Estate of 160 acres and the Alden 
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Krueger farm of 80 acres, located on section 31, Lincoln Township. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph Lehnhardt were the parents of four children: 
Frederick (married Carrie LeRette of Hancock, Fred died in 1918), 
Harry (married Ella Prendergast of Hancock, Harry died November 16, 
1958), Albert (deceased at the age of 14 in 1904), and Elmer (married 
Meta Dorscher, now living in Walnut). 

Rudolph Lehnhardt was Republican and served for 20 years as 
Road Supervisor and for the same time as treasurer of the school 
board of Lincoln Township. 

In 1919 Mr. and Mrs. Lehnhardt moved to Walnut, where they 
remained until Mr. Lehnhardt's death January 24, 1928. Death was 
caused by pneumonia. Mr. Lehnhardt was born August 16, 1861 at 
Buffalo in Scott County, Iowa. 

Mrs. Lehnhardt made her home among her children and grandchild
ren until her death July 30, 1957. She was born January 17, 1866. 
Death was due to a stroke. 

Frederick Lehnhardt was born January 12, 1889 and married Carrie 
LeRette of Hancock. To this union were born four children: Anita 
(Mrs. Willard Nielsen), Edith (Mrs. Dow Evans), Esther, and Irving 
("Chris"). Irving Lehnhardt passed away in 1935 following a sinus 
operation. Frederick Lehnhardt passed away November 26, 1918, due 
to influenza. Carrie Lehnhardt died August 1, 1932, from spinal 
meningitis. 

Harry Lehnhardt was born September 29, 1890, and married Ella 
Pendergast of Hancock on July 10, 1918. They had two children: 
Stanley Eugene and Roma LaVonne (Mrs. Erwin Arndt). Mr. Lehnhardt 
passed away November 16, 1958, following a stroke. Mrs. Lehnhardt 
died April 30, 1965, due to a stroke. 

Elmer Lehnhardt was born May 5, 1894. He married his third wife, 
Meta C. Dorscher, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Dorscher, on Sept
ember 8, 1921. They are the parents of two children: Russell, of 
Walnut; Donna (Mrs. David Mueller). 

N. H. (HARVEY) LEWIS 

Harvey Lewis was born in Council Bluffs in June, 1860. His 
parents were J.B. and Amanda Lewis. J.B. was a harness maker by trade 
and came to Council Bluffs in 1853. 

In early boyhood, N.H. was sent to the public schools. In early 
life he learned the trade of harness and saddle making with his 
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father and they continued in business together until the father 
retired at Council Bluffs. 

Mr. Lewis then established a business of his ow11 a t Marne, 
Iowa where he continued for 6 years. At the end of t hat period he 
came to Walnut in 1887, established a harness store and carried on 
the business for 57 years. 

In 1885 Mr. Lewis was married to Mi ss Frances E. Gill, who was 
born in Lewis, I owa in 1860, a daughter of Mason C. and Mary Gill. 
Mr. and Mr s . Lewis were the parents of three children : Fr ances E., 
Vera, and Fred. 

Mr. Lewis served as a member of the s chool board in 1907. He 
also served as one of the aldermen of Wal nut. He bel onged to the 
Odd Fell ows Lodge , No. 327, in which he filled all the chairs. 

His mother was one of the pioneer members of the Met hodist 
Church at Council Bluffs , and l ater changed her membershi p to Walnut. 

The family was an old and prominent one in the county, t he name 
of Lewis having figured in connection with the harness trade for mor e 
than half a century. Harvey Lewis was in business in Walnut longer 
than any other merchant. Herman Moritz r anked second , being here 53 
continuous years , and O.M. Bruce thir d , being here 41 continuous 
years. 

WILLIAM H. LINFOR 

Wil liam H. Linfor, insurance agent in Walnut i n 1882 , was born 
in Engl and April 25 , 1841 , son of William (born Aug. 25 , 1801) and 
Di ana (Eseby) Linfor (born June 22 , 1805, died March 1880). William 
Linfor, Sr., emigrated to Ottawa , Ill. ir.1849, bought a tract of 
360 acres of land and lived on i t until 1880. He was one of the 
first settlers of the southeast part of LaSalle County, Ill. They 
had four children: John, William H., Sarah and Robert. 

\villiam H. Linfor received a common school education i n England 
until he was 14. He attended high s chool at Ot tawa until he was 16. 
He started farming and was married in I llinois February 22 , 1865 ·t o 
Sarah J. Naugle (born Cayuga County , N.Y., March 30, 1841 , daughter 
of Garnet and Mary JaneNaugle). 

Mr. and Mrs . Linfor wer e the parents of three children: Cora, 
Robert and William. Mr. Linfor was a member of t he Episcopal Church, 
a Democrat, an Odd Fellow, and a member of the A.o.u.w. He moved t o 
Wheeler's Grove , Pottawattami e County , in 1869. 
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He purchased 180 acres of land, continued farming it until 
1874 when he sold out, moved to Walnut and engaged in the real 
estate and insurance business. 

In 1875 he was elected Justice of the Peace of Layton Township, 
which office he filled until 1881. In 1877 he was elected supervi
sor of Pottawattami e County. He was the first mayor of Walnut and 
held that office for three consecutive terms. 

Mrs. Linfor died at Walnut January 11, 1875. In September, 
1877, Mr. Linfor married Ladema A. Taylor, daughter of William and 
Betsy Taylor of Tama County, Iowa. William and Ladema Linfor were 
the parents of five children: Charles, Claud, Alva, Clara, and 
Elsie. Mr. Linfor died February 18, 1923. 

OSCAR F. LODGE 

Oscar F. Lodge, owner of the first store i n Walnut , was born 
December 31, 1827, in Greenville, Pennsylvania. His parents were 
Samuel and Jane Lodge, both natives of Pennsylvania. Samuel Lodge 
was a farmer and moved at an early day to Illinois, settling in 
Henr-y County where his death occurred. Jane Lodge moved to Iowa 
following his death and she died in Iowa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Lodge were the parents of eleven children, 
five of whom yet survived in 1907: Oscar F., ~argaret (Mrs. V.M. 
Tabers), George M., Leander, and Ada (Mrs. Robert Gilbert). 

Oscar Lodge accompanied his parents when they left Pennsylvania 
and went to Illinois, and in 1851 he caine to Iowa. He had acquired 
his education in the schools of his native state and was early 
trained to farm labor. On moving to Iowa, he first located at 
Davenport, where he rented a farm which he cultivated for three 
years. He then moved to Cedar County and bought a farm where he 
lived for nine years. 

In 1871 he came to Walnut where he turned his attention to 
general merchandising for four years. On selling out, he opened a 
hardware store which he conducted with success until 1890 , enjoying 
a large and constantly growing trade. He retired to his home in 
Walnut in 1890. 

The only interruption to his continued activity in business up 
t o the time of his retirement was when he served his country as a 
soldier of the Civil War , enlisting in August, 1861, as a member of 
Company D, Eleventh Iowa Infantry , with which he was connected for 
a year. He participated in the battle of Shiloh, one of the most 
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hotly contested engagements of the war, and was mustered out in 1862, 
when he returned to this state. He was a member of John Dix Post, 
No. 408, G.A.R., of Walnut and also served as school director and 
trustee. 

In 1880 Mr. Lodge was married to Miss Jennie Elliot, daughter of 
Benjamin and Pheba Elliot. Mr. and Mrs. Lodge were the parents of 
six children: Arthur E., a graduate of Morgan Park Academy of Chicago; 
Walter B. , a graduate of the same academy; Oscar L., graduate of a 
commercial college; Harry G., a veterinarian; Helen, who studied 
music at Lincoln, Nebraska; and Edna S., who attended high school in 
Walnut in 1907. · 

JOHN MATTHIES 

John Matthies, in 1907, derived a good annual revenue from his 
landed interests of 480 acres, and in addition to general farming 
he was extensively engaged i n raising stock. He was born in Holstein, 
Germany, March 19, 1833, the son of John and Margaret (Morthorst ) 
Matthies, who spent their lives in Germany. The elder John Matthies 
was a farmer in Germany and the father of seven children, four of 
whom survived in 1907: Peter and Claus of Holstein, Germany; John; 
and Christina (Mrs. Peter Petersen). 

John Matthies began providing for his o~m support as a f arm hand 
in Germay. In December, 1866, he was married to Miss Margaret Hagge, 
who died thirteen months later leaving a son, John William. In 1868 
Mr. Matthies came to the United States and settled in Bl:inton County" 
Iowa, where he engaged in farming , working by the month for one year, 
and for six years he cultivated rented land. 

In 1875 he came to Pottawattamie County and purchased 160 acres 
of land on section 17, Lincoln Township. The tract was unbroken 
prairie on which he built a little frame house, 14 feet by 22 feet. 

Mr. Mattheis had remarried in Clinton County to Miss Margaret 
Langhorst, a native of Holstein, Germany. They were · the parents of 
six children : Anna, Bertha(Mrs. Fred Krambeck), Peter, Henry, Otto 
and Mary. Mrs. Matthies died October 29, 1906. They were members 
of the Lutheran Church. 

After five or six years on his original 160 acres, Mr. Matthies 
purchased another 160 adjoining his original farm on the west. To 
this he added another 160 on section 20 , Lincoln Township, and two 
80 acre tracts on the same section. Still later he bought 320 acres 
on section 19, but afterward sold this. One hundred sixty acres, 
the southwest quarter of section 17, was deeded to his son, Henry F. 
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He specialized in raising Shorthorn cattle and PolandChina hogs. 

W. S. PACKARD 

Winfield S. Packard,. one of the first merchants of Walnut, had 
been identified with the business interests of this thriving town 
since its infancy. When he came to Walnut in 1872 it contained but 
eleven houses and Oscar F. Lodge was the only merchant. 

Mr. Packard was descended from an old American family from 
Massachusetts. Gahret Packard, his grandfather, was born in Vermont, 
November 15, 1775, and died November 20, 1820. He married Elmira 
Brittan in October, 1797, and she died May 15, 1830. They emigrated 
to Ohio at an early day, settling in Mahoning County. He was a 
soldier in the War of 1812, and died from wounds contracted in that 
struggle. He was the father of 11 children: Esther, Charlotte, 
Thomas, John, Asby D., and Gahret H. Five were deceased prior to 
1891. 

Asby D. Packard, father of Winfield S., was born July 22, 1816, 
on his father's farm in Mahoning County, Ohio, and when a young man 
learned the trade of milling. In 1828, at the age of 22, he came to 
Iowa and took up a claim in Johnson County, being the first settler 
in Hardin Township. He remained on his claim for two years, then 
went back to Ohio on foot, made a visit, and returned. 

When he first came through from Ohio he rode a pony, and at 
Chicago he was offered forty acres of land now in the heart of the 
city . On April 29, 1845, he married Nancy (Akins) Montgomery, 
daughter of James and Martha Montgomery, born near Dublin, Ireland. 
Her father, one of the early settlers of Iowa from Pittsburg, Pen
nsylvania, died August 26, 1874. Mr. and Mrs. Packard were the 
parents of nine children, eight of whom lived to maturity: Winfield 
S., Nancy A. , Charlotte, Helen A., Ida, Amelia A., and Asby D. The 
father lived on hi s farm all his life, and died at t he age of 71 years. 
He owned a fine farm of 425 acres in Johnson County, which was still 
in possession of the family in 1891. He laid out the town of Windham 
in the center of his farm. Mr. Packard served as Justice of Peace 
for many years. The early pioneers of Iowa were men of strong con
stitutions and able to endure the hardships of pioneer life. They 
had strong minds as well as bodies, and were capable of self-govern
ment, every locality governing itself. Mr. Packard voted at forty 
elections, and took an active part in all affairs relating to local 
government. He built a water saw mill in 1845, and in 1855 and 156 
built a steam grist and saw mill , which was a great help to the 
early settlers. These mills were burned down in 1864. 
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Winfield 
County, Iowa, 
tion in a log 
same manner. 
saw and grist 
years of age. 

S. Packard was born on the old homestead in Johnson 
March 19, 1847, and gained the elements of his educa
cabin, and also lived in a cabin constructed in the 
He early learned to work on the farm and in his father's 
mill. He remained with his father unt il he was 24 

In March, 1872, he moved to ,,/alnut and engaged in the mercantile 
business, in which he continued until 1881, when he was burned out. 
He then traveled for a grocery house in Chicago, and then in 1884 , 
went into the real estate and insurance business, which he still 
operated in 1891. He also owned a livery stable. 

Mr. Packard served on the town council, served as township clerk, 
and as Justice of the Peace. On December 8, 1871, he was married to 
Miss Emily J. Myers, daughter of Peter and Nancy ( Watson) Myers. 
Peter Myers was an old settler of Iowa County, a native of Pennsyl
vania, and of German descent. He moved from Pennsylvania to Ohio, 
where he was a Senator from Columbus. He was a substantial farmer 
and the father of 15 children: Mary, Elizabeth, Maria "A., D., and 
Reside W., twins; William H., Caroline M., Jennie, Mack, Columbia, 
Ella, Sylvester, Samuel P, and one who died i n infancy. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Packard were the parents of three children in 
1891: Ida M., deceased in infancy; Cordie M. and Gracie F. 

MARK PEATT 

Mark Peatt, Walnut miller in 1882, was born in Dexter, Michigan, 
April 20 , 1832 , son of Thomas and Loram (Brown) Peatt. Mark Peatt 
was one of a family of four children: Sarah, Turzy, Eugenia, and Mark. 
Thomas Peatt was a farmer, carpenter and miller. He was born in 
West Chester County, N.Y. Mrs. Peatt, also born in New York, died in 
1841. 

Mark Peatt became a miller following grade school graduation, 
and continued in that business with the exception of three years when 
he was in the mercantile business in Dexter, Michigan. He was 
married, in Manchester, Michigan, to Mary Ann Boyden on December 29, 
1853. She was born in Pittsfield , Massachusetts, in October, 1832, 
daughter of Pomeroy and Abigail (Ayers) Boydon, both born in Mass
achusetts. 

Mr. and Mrs. Peatt had three children: Ada I. (born Sept. 7, 
1855), Erastus B. (born Jan. 13, 1859), and Eva (born Nov. 30, 1866). 
Mr. Peatt was an active member of the Methodist Church, a Republican, 
a Freemason, a member of t he A.o.u.w., and a member of the Legion of 
Honor. 
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MAX REIMER 

Max Reimer, one of the prominent farmers of VJalnut in 1891, 
was born in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, October 26, 1844, the son 
of Ditlof Reimer, a prominent farmer. Ditlof Reimer died at the 
age of 52, when Max was but two years old. His wife, Mary nee 
Reimer, was of the same name but of a different family. They had 
five children: Katie, Maggie, Mary, George and Max. Katie was 
married in Germany to Claus Roch, a wealthy farmer of Clinton County, 
Iowa, and came to America in 1857. They had one son, named John. 
She died in 1864, and the remainder of the family were still in 
Germany in 1891. 

Max Reimer came to America in 1866, at the age of 21, landing 
at New York from the English steamer 11Superior11 • He sailed from 
Holstein and was four months on the way. He came directly to Iowa 
and worked at farm work in Clinton County and also in the brewery 
at Lyons for seven years. 

In 1874 he came to Pottawattamie County where he bought 160 
acres of wild land, to which he added until he owned, in 1891, 320 
acres, where he had built a fine barn costing $1,000, a good house 
and windmill and many other improvements. 

Mr. Reimer was a trustee of his township, and a member of the 
Lutheran Church. Mr. Reimer was an example of a self-made man, 
having acquired his property and assets by his own industry. He had 
but $9.00 when he landed in New York. 

He was married in Lyons, October 21, 1871, to Maggie Roana, 
daughter of John and Elizabeth (Frahan) Roana. John Roona was a 
native of Germany, a well-educated man and a school teacher in 
Holstein. He was the father of four children: Katie, Annie (who 
died in Germany), Maggie and George. All of the children came to 
America. Mrs. Roona came to America in 1884 and was still living, 
at the age of 80, in 1891. Maggie Reimer wa s born August 4, 1850, 
a nd came to America in the spring of 1869. 

Mr. and Mrs. Max Reimer were the parents of nine children, six 
of whom yet survived, in 1891: Henry W. , Emil W., Al venia M. , 
Bernhardt, Katie P., and Annie. 
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J. F. RONNA 

Jurgen F. Ronna, who came to America from Germany knowing no 
language other than his native tongue, having no capital save a few 
dollars, worked his way steadily upward until, in 1907, he was the 
senior partner of the firm of J.F. and Otto Ronna, owners of the 
German Bank of Walnut. Mr. Ronna's connection with this section of 
the state dates back to the period when the work of development and 
progress seemed scarcely begun here. He was largely instrumental in 
promoting the growth· of the county and especially the town of Walnut. 

Jurgen Ronna was a native of Schleswig- Holstein, Germany, born 
June 17 , 1848 , the son of John and Elsabe (Frahm) Ronna. John Ronna 
died in Germany in 1873 and his wife came to the United States in 
1886. She made her home with her children who had preceded her to 
this country. She died in Walnut, J anuary 18, 1897. 

Jurgen Ronna was r eared in Germany and educated in the public 
schools. He remained a resident of Germany until the spring of 1868 
when he sailed for the United States. He located at Lyons, Clinton 
County , Iowa, where he clerked in a general stor e . 

In 1874 he came to Pottawattamie County and invested his savings 
in 160 acres of prairie l and, constituting the southwest quarter of 
section 22 , Lincoln Township. On this tract he built a little cabin, 
14 feet by 16 feet, and supplied it with furniture he made himself. 
A year or two later he built a small addition to his original home 
and lived there about five years. 

In 1879 he came to Walnut, where he turned his attention to 
merchandising, becoming a partner of J.B . Johannsen, with whom he 
was associated until the spring of 1881, when the relation was dis
solved , Mr. Ronna purchasing his partner 's interest in the business. 
He then continued alone until November, 1882 , when he admitted 
J. Hector to the partnership , which was maintained until May, 1904, 
when they sold out. 

In 1891, on the organization of the Exchange State Bank , Mr. 
Ronna became one of the stockholders and was made a member of the 
board of directors. He was i dentified with that bank until July, 
1901, during which time he also held the position of vice president. 
In July of 1901 he sever ed his connection with the Exchange Bank and 
in November of the same year he and his son Otto purchased t he 
German Bank of Walnut , conducting a general banking business under 
the firm name of J.F. and Otto Ronna. 
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In early manhood Mr. Ronna was united in marriage to Catharina 
Dierks and unto them were born five children, four of whom survived 
in 1907: Otto, Anna, Julius, and Lenore. Anna Ronna married Ross 
Welch and Lenore married Dr. Elmer Smith. 

Mr. Ronna served for two terms as mayor of Walnut and for four 
years as a member of the school board. He was also school treasurer 
for more than ten years, and a member of the town council for more 
than 6 years. He was a member of Morrow Lodge, No. 559, A.F. and A. 
M.; Rabboni Chapter, No. 85, R.A.M., of Avoca; Kedron Commandery, 
No.42, K.T., of Atlantic; Za Ga Zig Temple, A.O.N.M.S., of Des Moines; 
Moriah Lodge, No. 327, I.O.O.F., of Walnut; and Walnut Lodge No. 294, 
A.o.u.w. 

0rTO RONNA 

Otto Ronna, cashier of the German Bank in Walnut in 1907, was 
born on the old family homestead in Lincoln Township on December 19, 
1874. The son of Jurgen and Catharina (Dierks) Ronna, he was only 
five years old when his father moved to Walnut. He was educated in 
the Walnut schools and studied at Valparaiso (Indiana) Business 
College. Following his graduation from Valparaiso, he was employed 
in his father's store until July 1, 1893. At this time the German 
Savings Bank of Walnut was organized and Otto was offered, and accept
ed, the position of assistant cashier. 

A year l ater this institution was consolidated with , and merged 
into, the Exchange State Bank, and Mr. Ronna went to Clinton, Iowa 
where he secured a position in a mercantile establishment for four 
months. In November, 1894, he returned to Walnut and accepted the 
position of assistant cashier in the Exchange State Bank. 

In July, 1901, he resigned that position and for four months 
traveled through the west looking for a favorable location in which 
to engage in the banking business. Finding nothing to suit him, he 
returned to Walnut in November of the same year, and in partnership 
with his father, purchased the German Bank of Walnut, where he 
became junior partner. 

On the 4th of April, 1900 , Otto Ronna was married to Miss Mabel 
Bruce, a daughter of O.M. Bruce, a prominent business man and one of 
the early settlers of Walnut. They were the parents of two children: 
Maxine (Mrs. Edgar Kline) and George. 

Mr. Ronna was well known in fraternal circles, belonging to 
Morro Lodge, No. 559, A.F. & A.M. of Walnut; (served as master for 
four years); Rabboni Chapter, No. 85, R.A.M., Avoca; Kedron Cornman-

----------------- ----- - --------- -
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dery, No. 42, K.T., of Atlantic; Za Ga Zig Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., 
of DesMoines, Diamon Lodge, No. 374, K.P.; Dramatic Order of the 
Knights of Khorasan of Council Bluffs; Halnut Lodge No. 294, A.0.U.W.; t 

and Excelsior Camp, No. 6986, M.W.A., of Walnut. 

JOHN SCHLICHT 

John Schlicht was one of the proffiU'l9nt land-owners of Lincoln 
Township in 1891. He was born in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, 
November 7, 1842, the son of Jurgen Schlicht, a farmer and land
owner of that country. Jurgen Schlicht married Anna 0bitz who died 
in the year 1881 in Pottawattamie County, and they were the parents 
of two children: John and Catherine. Jurgen Schlicht came to America 
in 1870. He lived to be 65 years of age and died in this county. 
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John Schlicht remained at home with his parents until he was 27 r 
years of age. In 1868 he came to America to improve his circumstances, L 

landing in New York. He came to Clinton County, Iowa, where he work-
ed for his father-in-law, who had come to this country at the same 
time and invested $3,000 in l and in Clinton County. 

Mr. Schlicht remained with him for one year, and then went to 
Tama County where he rented a farm and remained seven years. In 1875 
he came to Pottawattamie County and bought 80 acres of wild land , to 
which he gradually added, until he owned a total of 775 a cres. 

Mr. Schlicht was a large stock-raiser and owned three stallions ( 1 · 

and two inproved Belgians, costing $2 ,000. 
John Schlicht was married in 1868, in Germany , to Miss Margaret 

Michaelson, and to them were born eleven children: Jurgen, Hans, ' 
L Anna, Phoebe, Margaret, Mary, Catherine, John, Lizzie and William. 

The married names of the girls are as follows: Anna (Mrs. Wren 
Linkletter), Phoebe (Mrs. Tom Garvin), Margaret (Mrs. Charles Nel son), -
Mary (Mrs. Hiram Willms), Catherine (unknown), Lizzie (Mrs. Jake 1 

Willms). f 

JOHN SCHLOTFELDT 41 

John Schlotfeldt was a hardware merchant of Walnut in 1882 . 
He was born in Clinton County, Iowa, March 6, 1860, son of Jacob C. 
and Catherine M. Schlotfeldt. Jacob was a farmer, born in Germany 
October 9, 1829. Catherine Schlotfeldt was born in Germany, October 
9, 1829. They were the parents of four children: Henry F. (born 
January 21, 1866), Rudolph (born Nov. 7, 1867) , Louis (born March 
7, 1868), and John. 
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John Schlotfeldt attended a district school in Scott County 
for three winters and this is all the education he received. He 
clerked in a dry goods store in Walnut. He was a member of t he 
Lutheran Church, a Republican, and an Odd Fellow. 

He hired cut to C.R.I.& P. Railway as a trackman, r eceiving 
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for his labor $1.00 a day. Out of this small amount he sent his 
brothers to school. In 1880, he hired as clerk with Green Brothers, 
hardware merchants in Walnut, and in 1882, he started a hardware 
store of his own in Walnut. 

Rudolph Schlotfeldt was a trucker and farmer near Walnut. 
In 1893 or 1 94 he married Eva Smith and they were the parents of 
six children: Leah (died as a nurse during World War I), Bernice 
(Mrs. George Clausen), Edith (now Mrs. Lovercheck), Luetta (Mrs. 
Tom McDermott), Homer and Bernard. 

WESLEY SNYDER 

Wesley Snyder, an old soldier citizen of Walnut, and commander 
of John A. Dix Post No. 408 in 1891, was born on a farm near Hunting
ton County, Pennsylvania, February 27, 1847. He was the son of 
John Snyder, born in the same place, and was of German descent. 
J ohn Snyder married Sarah Lynn, daughter of John Lynn of Pennsylvania, 
and they were the parents of nine children who lived to maturity: 
Jane, Susan, Elizabeth, Martha, Rachel, Lucinda, Wesley, Jonathan 
and Hugh. 

The Snyders were old settlers of Pennsylvania, and John Snyder 
had two uncles in the War of the Revolution. Mr. Snyder emigrated 
to Iowa in 1865 and settled on a farm in Johnson County, where he 
lived until his death in 1876. 

August 29, 1864 , at the age of 16 , Wesley Snyder enlisted in 
Company K, 202nd Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and served until 
the close of the war. On his return home, he came with his father 
to Iowa . 

In 1879 he left farm work and worked as engineer in the elevator at 
Shelby for two years. In 1884 he came to Walnut and operated the 
elevator for Davenport & Co. 



CHARLES RAY SPANGLER 

Charles R. Spangler, now of Omaha, has figured prominently in 
Walnut history and is well known among the citizens of the town. In 
1907 he was treasurer of the Walnut Milling Co. 

"Charlie" Spangler was born in Walnut on January 6 , 1879, the 
son of Trad T. Spangler (see following sketch). Charlie a ttended 
school in Walnut, and upon graduation in 1897 , he attended the 
Valparaiso, Indiana Business College, gr aduating from there in 1899. 

He then went to Chicago where he secured_a position with the 
commissicn firm of Greer, Mills, & Co. at the Union Stock Yards. He 
remained with the firm until February 1, 1902, when he returned to 
Walnut and assumed the office management of the Walnut Milling Co. 
In November, 1906 , he acquired an interest in the business, was made 
treasurer of the company, later becoming the sole owner. This mill 
was destroyed by fire in July of 1928. 

Mr. Spangler served as secretary of the school board f or a 
number of years, and served as city clerk through successive terms. 
Fraternally, he was associated with Diamond Lodge, No. 374 , K.P., and 
Walnut Lodge , No. 194, A.o.u.w. 

Charles Spangler was married July 1, 1903 to Miss Clara Hector, 
daughter of Julius Hector, a banker of Walnut. Clara Spangl er died, 
and Charles was married again, in the early 1940 1 s, to Mrs . Dorothy 
Greenwood, and of this union one child, Iris , was born. 

Mr. and Mrs. Spangler now r eside at Omaha. 

IRAD T. SPANGLER 

Irad T. Spangler was, in 1907 , the oldest grain merchant in 
years of continuous connection with the trade on the line of the 
Rock Island in western Iowa. He was a native of Pennsylvania, and 
was born in Lebanon County May 16 , 1844 . His father, Levi S. Spangler, 
was born in Myerstown, Pennsylvania, of German ancestry. 

Levi Spangler grew t o manhood in his na tive state and engaged in 
the grain business there. He l ater moved to Schuylkill County, 
where he dealt in hard coal. Later he went to Lawrence County , Pa., 
where he operated in bituminous coal fields for some years. Sub
sequently he returned to Myerstown where the last years of his life 
were passed. He died in February, 1876 , at the age of 57 years. 
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In early manhood, Levi Spangler was married to Leah Tice, and 
to them were born nine children, s even of whom survived in 1907: 
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Priscilla Co (Mrs. Henry Haak), Irad To, Melinda (Mrs. Harry James ) , 
Jerome Co, Monroe L., Levi T., and Emma M. 

In the family home in Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania, Irad T. 
Spangler received that training which makes for honorable and good 
citizenship. He was educated in the public schools, and when 18 
years of age, enlisted on August 15 , 1862, as a member of Company C, 
One hundred forty-ninth Pennsylvania Infantry, known as the Bucktail 
Regiment. He participated in all the principal engagements of the 
war, including the battle of Gettysburg. 

Mr. Spangler was slightly wounded in the battle of Cold Harbor, 
but was not incapacitated for service, and following t he surrender 
of Lee was honorably discharged on the 25th of June, 1865. 

Returning to the north, Mr. Spangler located in Lawrence County, 
Pennsylvania, and assisted his father in his mining operations there. 
He was married in that locality to Miss Sarah M. Marshall, on July 
11 , 1867. 

In April, 1873, he came to Walnut and became a member of the 
firm of Avery, Spangler & Co., dealers in grain, coal, and agricult
ural implements. In 1879 he went to Shelby to operate the branch 
elevator that had been established there, where he remained for four 
yearso The branch office was then sold and he returned to Walnut 
where he purchased the interests of his part ners and became sole 
owner. 

In October, 1887, Mr. Spangler lost his f irst wife, and in 
September , 1888, he was married to Miss Alice DePew. By his first 
marriage there were five children, three of whom survived in 1907: 
Christ M., the eldest, was superintendent of the Diamond mine i n 
Diamonetta, Niuras, Geres, Brazil in 1907; Levi, who was superintend
ent of the Centerville Division of t he Bay County Electric Power Co., 
furnishing the power for San Francisco, Sacramento, and surrounding 
towns; Charles R., the youngest, was treasurer of the Walnut Milling 
Co. 

The children of the second marriage were Homer D. and Ronald T 0 , 

fifteen and thirteen years respectively, in 1907. 

Irad Spangler s erved as school director for seventeen years, 
township cl erk for two terms, township trus tee f or one term, and 
member of the town council for 6 years. He was a member of John A0 

Dix Post, G.A.Ro , and of the Ancient Order of United Workmen of 
Americao 
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J.C. SPANGLER 

Jerome C. Spangler, general manager of the Wal nut Milling Co. in 
1907, was born in Lebanon County, Pennsylvania, March 29, 1847, a son 
of Levis. Spangler. In August, 1864, he enlisted a t the age of 17 
as a member of Company c., Two hundred and First Pennsylvania Infant
ry. He served with this command until the close of the war and was 
honor ably discharged June 20 , 1865. 
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After a visit t o his home in Lebanon County , he went to Phila
del phi a where he took a commercial course at Bryant & Stratt on College. 
Thinking to find better busi ness opportuniti es in the west where 
competition was not so great, and advancement mor e quickly secured, 
he went to Iowa City , I owa i n September, 1867. For four year s he was 
employed i n a clerical capaci ty in different mercant ile establishments 
and on t he 20th of November, 1871, he came to Wal nut in company with 

A. S. Avery . 
Here t he firm of Avery and Spangler established a business f or 

the sale of lumber, grain and farm implements. I n 1873 they were 
joined by I.T. Spangl er , who purchased an interes t in the business 
and the firm name became Avery, Spangler, & Co. Later I .T. Spangl er 
purchased the interests of his par tner s and for three years there
after Jerome C. Spangler was not connected with any commercial or 
industria l enterprise. 

In 1885 the Wal nut Grist Mill s were remodelled and he became 
identified with the mill ing industry as senior member of the firm of 
Spangler, Eroe, and Company. This r elation was maintained until 1891 , 
when the business was incorporated under the name of the Walnut 
Mil ling Co. and Mr. Spangl er was made general manager. The mill did 
an extensive exporting business , produci ng i n its full capacity of 
125 barrels per day . The mill operated on a 24 hour schedule . 

On the 12th of July, 1875 1 Mr . Spangler was united in marriage 
to Miss Kate Williams, a daughter of J.P. Williams of Council Bluffs. 
Miss Wil liams was the first school teacher i n the Wal nut Schools. 
Mr. and Mrs . Spangler had one daughter, Harriet , who , i n 1907 , was a 
member of the Drake University faculty . 

Mr . Spangl er was a member of John A. Dix Post No . 408 , G. A.R., 
of Walnut of ·which he was past commander,· and also a member of the 
Ancient Or der of United Workmen. 

Mrs . Spangler passed away September 5 , 1920, but the date of 
Mr. Spangl er ' s death i s not known. 
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ORIGAN STILLINGS 

Origan Stillings was one of the pioneer settlers of Layton 
Township. He was born in Illinois, February 18, 1839, the son of 
Josiah J. Stillings, who was of German descent. 

Josiah Stillings was but three years old when his father died, 
and was six when his mother died. He was brought up on a farm by 
his uncle, Abraham Swartz, of Knox County, Illinois. When about 
17 years of age, he left his uncle and went to Galena where he 
worked in the lead mines. He afterward returned to Knox County and 

married Lucy A. Coy, daughter of Benjamin Coy, a native of the 
eastern states and a pioneer of Kentucky. Benjamin Coy was a great 
hunter and a fast runner, and could outrun his Indian companions. 
He married a Welsh lady in Kentucky, and here Lucy, the wife of 
Josiah Stillings, was born. Her family settled in Iowa where they 
were among the early pioneers. 

To Mr. and Mrs . Josiah Stillings were born eight children: 
Arena A., Mary A., Origan A. , Eliza J., Sarah E., Martha E. , James 
B.F., Emeline, and one who died in infancy. Josiah was a miller i n 
Illinois for some years, and in 1844 came to Iowa, settling in 
Washington County, where he ran a mill for four years. He then 
moved two and half miles northwest where he built and operated a 
mill. He then went into a grocery store and also kept a hotel at 
Wassonville, one of the oldest towns in Iowa. He owned a small farm 9 

where he died in 1886, at the age of 77 years. He was in the Black 
Hawk War as a young man. 

O. A. Stillings was raised on a farm and came to Iowa with his 
father when he was five years of age. He early became accustomed 
to the vicissitudes of pioneer life, and well remembered seeing the 
Indians buy goods of his father, who could talk and understand some 
of their language. He remai ned at home until he was 21, when he 
enlisted, · in 1861, in Company R., First Iowa Volunteer Cavalry, and 
served one year in Missouri. He was honorably discharged at Sedalia, 
Missouri. 

Returning home, he engaged in farming, then went to Illinois; 
thence to Kansas, where he drove a government team to Salt Lake, 
Utah; next he went to Virginia City, Montana, where he remained 
through the winter of 1863-64, and was a member of the celebrated 
committee which established law and order in Montana. 
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The next August Mr. Stillings returned to Iowa , and in 1867 
was marri ed to Elizabeth Phillips , daughter of George and Elizabeth 
(Dean) Phillips. They were t he parents of five children: Bertha, 
Frank,Wilber, Frederick, and one who died in infancy . Elizabeth 
Stillings died and Mr. Stillings married Hortense Vsn Meter in 1886, 
and this year came to Pottawattamie County. He purchased 80 acres 
which he l ater i ncreased to 120 acres . He was a member of the G.A.R. 
Post . 

Hortense Stillings was born in J ohnson County, Iowa, t he daughter 
of Elias B. Howell, an early settler of Johnson County. Elias 
Howell was married to Rachel Prest on, and they were the parents of 
seven children: Mattie, Lorena, Hortense, Cora J., Fadilla, Ralph, 
and one who di ed when young. 

The Howell f amily originated in New Jersey. Elias Howel l , 
grandfather of Mrs. Stillings , was an ol d pioneer of Licking County, 
Ohio , and was a member of Congress f r om that state in the time of 
William H. Harrison. He was also prcminent in the Log Cabi n and 
Har d Cider Campai gns. He was the sheriff of Licking County for many 
years, was the pr oprietor of t he silk inter est i n Ohio , was married 
three times and t he father of twelve children. His son, James B. 
Howell, was Unit ed Stat es Senator from Iowa . 

JOSEPH THOMPSON 

Joseph Thompson, a prominent farmer of Layton Township in 1891 , 
was bor n January 21 , 1824 , in a log house in Pike County , Ohio , the 
son of Wheeler Thompson. Wheeler Thompson was a Virgini an by birth, 
of English descent. He moved to Ohio at an early day, settling i n 
Ross County, where he was married to Frances Hi bbs. They were the 
parents of eleven children: Samuel, MRry, Sarah, Rebecca , Delia, 
Nancy , Francis, J oseph , William, Whee1 er and J ohn. 

The elder Wheeler Thompson remained several year s in Ross County, 
then moved to Pike County where he l ived until his death, at the age 
of 47 years. He was struck by lightning and died the next day . He 
was driving along the r oad with a flour wagon , when a bolt of light n
ing from an almost cloudless sky struck him senseless. He was a 
soldier in one of the Indian Wars and held various township offices , 
including Justice of the Peace. 

Joseph Thompson was educated in the common schools of his native 
state. His father died when he was 13 years old, and he was obliged 
to wor k on the farm and assist in the support of the family. He 
r emained at home until he was 22 , when he moved to Iowa, s ettling on 
a farm in Louisa Count y , where he r emained seven years . 
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He went to Holt County, Missouri in 1857 where he purchased a 
farm and remained there 17 years. 
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During the war Mr. Thompson remained a staunch Union man and 
enrolled in the state militia, but saw no fighting. In 1873, wishing 
to educate his children, he moved to Louisa County and bought a farm, 
remaining there until 1882, when he came to Pottawattamie County and 
purchased a farm in Layton Township. 

In 1846 he was married to Miss Nancy Thorp, daughter of John and 
Mary (Givens) Thorp. Mr. and Mrs. Thompson had 13 children, nine of 
whom lived to maturity: John, David, Thomas, James, Eliza, Elmira, 
Martha, Diana and Dorothy A. John T. married Delilah E. Garrett, 
and they had 5 children, (in 189~; John was a farmer in S. Dakota in 
1891, David R., a farmer in Cherokee County (in 1891), married Hattie 
Hawkins and they had two children at that time: Stephen J. and 
Clarence. Almira married-Daniel H. Horton, a farmer of Kansas. 
Thomas, a farmer of Kansas, married Maggie Battie, and they had two 
children (in 1891) - Earl E., and Zelle. Martha married Charles 
Margeson, a carpenter in Macus. Eliza, Dorothy and James were still 
at home in 1891. 

PRESTON TILTON 

Preston Tilton was born in Washington County, Pennsylvania, 
in 1820, of an old American family. He received but limited education 
as his father died when he was only nine years old. When he was 
quite young, he went to Illinois, and then to McKeesport, Pennsylvania, 
where he learned the trade of ship-carpenter. He was married there 
to Jane Gillerist, and to them were born four children: John, who 
di ed in infancy; Oscar B., Eliza J., and George H. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tilton came to Rock Island County, Illinois in 
1855 and bought a farm where he remained for six years. In 1860 they 
moved to Washington County, Iowa, where they lived on a farm four 
years. Then they returned to Rock Island Co., remaining until 1876, 
when they returned to Iowa, settling on a farm in Pottawattamie County, 
which was occupied in 1891 by their son, Oscar. Preston Tilton was 
retired in 1891. Mr. Tilton was a member of the Odd Fellows and 
filled all officers i n Moriah Lodge, No. 327 , of Walnut. 

Oscar B. Tilton, son of Preston, was born in McKeesport, Pa., 
September 19, 1853, and was but two years of age when his parents 
moved to Illinois. In 1875 he came to Iowa, settling in Harlan 
Township, Shelby County, where he remained two years. He then sold 
this farmt.~nd came to his father's farm in Pottawattamie Co. 
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Oscar Tilton was a member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen 
and had held the office of assessor of Layton Township and also 
served as secretary of the Board of School Directors. He was married 
in Rock County, Ill., November 2, 1874, to Miss Emma Everett, daughter 
of George W. and Susan (Ream) Everett. The family were natives of 
Pennsylvania and of German descent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Tilton were the parents of three children: 
Hattie M., Marshall L., and Nora D. 

Eliza J. (Oscar's sister) married Joseph P. Seymour, a farmer in 
Adair Co. , Missouri, and they had five children: Nellie V. , William, 
Myrtle, Hattie and Della. 

George H. (Oscar's brother) married Carrie Hillman and they had 
three children: Viva, Charles, and Ruth. 

Charles Tilton married Addie Pope, daughter of James and 
Charlotte (Drake) Pope, January 28 , 1920. They have one daughter: 
Phyllis (Mrs. P.R. Mejia). 
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Mr. and Mrs. Charles Tilton now reside on a farm south of Walnut. 1 

MRS. EMMA WARE 

Mrs. Emma Ware , a successful farmer of Walnut in 1891 , had 
prosperously managed her farm since the death of her husband. Daniel 
Ware , her husband, was born in Devonshire, England, the son of 
William and Johanna (Goss) Ware. Mr. and Mrs. William Ware were the 
parents of three children: William, Daniel and John. The father 
spent his life in England, but all his sons crune to America. 

Daniel 1dare came to this country in 1851, with his brother John, 
fir st settling in the state of New York, where he was engaged in farm 
work. He was 23. He remained there six years, and in 1867 bought 
l and i n Cedar County, Iowa where he was one of the pioneers. He was 
married in 1871 to Miss Emma Guier, daughter of John and Ellen 
(Austin) Guier, both natives of Pennsylvania. Mr. and Mrs. Guier 
were the parent s of 4 children: Clara, Emma, Ellen and Hannah. Both 
parents died in Pennsylvania. 

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Ware were the parents of five children: 
Nellie M., Nettie E., Charles A. , Franklin D., and Mary E. After 
there marriage they set tled on a farm in Cedar County, where they 
remained twelve years, and in 1882 settled on a farm near Walnut. 
Mr. Ware died February 15, 1888. 
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HARRY M. WILSON 

Harry M. Wilson was one of the prominent young grain dealers in 
Walnut in 1891. The firm name under which he operated was Negley 
and Wilson. Mr. Negley died June 7, 1890, and Mr. Wilson carried 
on the business under the firm name of Wilson and Toritze. 

Harry Wilson was born on a farm in Fulton County, Illinois 
July 14, 1865, son of Abraham and Mary E. (Negley) Wilson. Harry 
Wilson's paternal grandfather was a prominent minister of the German 
Reformed Church in New Jersey. Like the eminent preacher, George 
Whitefield, he carried the gospel among the hardy pioneers and 
early settlers. He established and assisted in building seven 
churches, including the German Reformed Church at Fairview, Illinois, 
where he was pastor for many ,years, finally retiring due to his 
advanced years. He married twice ahd was the father of seven child
ren, five of whom were living in 1891: Abraham, Harry, John, Julia 
and Jane. Nr. Wilson lived to be 92. 

Abraham Wilson, father of Harry M., was born in 1828 in New 
Jersey and came west with his father in 1835. His father located 
near Fairview, and there he grew to manhood and learned farming. 
He was also in the mercantile business for a time. 

Abraham Wilson married Mary E. Negley, daughter of John Negley, 
a native of Pennsylvania. To Mr. and Mrs. Wilson were born eight 
children: Lolo (deceased prior to 1891); Kate, John (deceased in 
1886 at the age of 28); Lulu, Maggie, Harry, Cornelius and Mamie. 

Harry M. Wilson, son of Abraham, received an excellent education, 
attending for two years the scientific department of Knox College at 
Galesburg, Ill. In 1885 he came to Walnut and engaged as clerk for 
the Spanglers for one year, and then took charge of the grain business 
for W.H. Negley. In July, 1888, he bought a half-interest in the 
business. · Mr. Wilson was an Odd Fellow, and a member of the A.o.u.w. 

On May 8, 1889, _Mr. Wilson married Net tie Boiler, daughter of 
Joseph B. and Julia (Dickinson) Boiler. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson were 
the parents of three children: Joseph, Clair, and Jewel. Jewel 
Wilson is the only surviving me.mber of the family. 

,- - -------- ··- -
-·---- - -
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The following biographical sketches were provided by living 
members of the families, or obtained from obituaries and such in 
old copies of the Walnut Bureau. 

These too, are listed in alphabetical order. 

ANDREW BACKUS 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Backus came to Walnut from Davenport, Iowa 
in 1881. They were married in Davenport February 28, 1878, and had 
two children, Charles and Cora, when they came to Walnut. Cora was 
born in 1879, and Charles in 1881. Cora later became the wife of 
Dr. Morris Moore. 
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Other children of Mr. and Mrs. Backus were: Gertrude (Mrs. James 
Ryan), now deceased; May (Mrs. J. W. Kinney of Inver Grove, Minnesota); L 

twins Genevieve and George -- George is deceased, Genevieve (Mrso 
Genevieve Smith) lives in Los Angeles, California. 

Gertrude Eackus was the first woman to drive through Yellowstone 
Park, and hers was the second car to drive through. She taught 
school in Blackfoot, Idaho. 

Cora -Backus taught music in the Walnut schools following her 
graduation from St. Francis Academy in Council Bluffs and Drake 
University in Des Moines. 

Genavieve Backus graduated from Clarkson Hospital School of 
Nursing and practiced her profession in various western states. 

May Backus also taught school in Blackfoot, Idaho. 

When Andrew brought his family to Walnut i n 1881, he was 
associated with Thomas Bunker in furniture and undertaking. They 
later dissolved partnership and Mr. Backus and T.ed Thompson did 
contract carpenter work. Many of the old homes in Walnut were built 
by them. Mr. Backus remained in the carpenter business until his 
death, May 10, 1929, Mrs. Backus passed away June 14, 1923. 

DR. W. F. BRANDT 

William Frederick Brandt was born in Hanover, Germany in 1869. 
He came to Walnut in 1882, following his brother Henry who came in 
1880. His parents and brothers Fred, Franz, George and Carl follow
ed, as did his sister, Marie. 
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William and Henry engag.ed in painting and decorating. Later 
Henry and Fred went into photography. Marie continued to operate 
the Brandt Photographic Gallery untll about 1915, in the second house 
west of the Walnut State Bank. 

Fred was a photographer at Avoca. Henry., photographer and 
artist 9 later settled in Davenport. George C.was a physician and 
surgeon in Sioux City. Franz H. was a physician and surgeon in 
Boise, Idaho, and Carl R. a dentist at Neola and Council Bluffs. 

William Brandt married Therese Koll in 1896. A daughter, Helen, 
was born in 1897. William entered Northwestern University Dental 
School in 1897, and graduated Summe Cum Laude with the class of 1900. 
He was a member of the honorary dental fraternity, Omicron Kappa 
Upsilon, a member of the Lutheran Church, and a member of the Masonic 
order. He was past president of t he Walnut School board. 

Dr. Brandt practiced in Walnut from 1900 until 1945. He passed 
away on December 3, 1948. 

His daughter, Helen, married Oscar Petersen. Mr. and Mrs. 
Petersen are presently making their home in Walnut. 

JOHN BURMEISTER 

John Burmeister was born in Benndorf, Holstein, Germany, March 
28, 1835. In 1869 he left Germany and came to America, settling at 
Davenport. In 1876 he came to Walnut. He passed away April 8, 1915, 
leaving six surviving children: Mrs. Jacob Carbuhn, Henry, Herman, 
Adolph, Hugo, and Mrs. J.E. Fleming. All are now deceased. 

John Burmeister was the owner of the St. Rose Hotel, formerly 
located next to Green Bay Lumber Co., on Atlantic Street. This build
ing was torn down in t he l ate 1950 1s. 

MALTA G. BUSSOW 

Malta G. Bussow was born June 10, 1866 in Ramitz on Reugen Island, 
Germany, son of Mr. and Mrs. Philip Bussow. He came to America with 
his parents at the age of 11 and lived in the eastern part of the 
state for five years before he came to the Walnut vicinity. His 
parents settled on a farm north of Walnut in Clay Township, Shelby 
County, and Malta attended school there. 

February 12, 1900, he was married to Anna Mueller who was born 
February 7, 1876, in Altenkirchen Auf Ruegen, Germany. · Anna Mueller 
was the oply member of her family to come to America. Mr. and Mrs. 
Bussow were the parents of seven children: Milda (Mrs. Oliver Smith), 

- ---- ·--- ---------------
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Lena (Mrs. Conrad Burg), Hertha (Mrs. Clarence Achenbach), Clarence, 
Melvin, Elsia, and Emma. Lena, Clarence, Melvin,. Emma and Elsia 
(deceased in infancy)~ are all deceased. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Malta Bussow made their home on a farm northeast of 
Walnut until 1912, when they moved to town and Mr. Bussow entered into ) 
business with his brother, Charles. He conducted a recreation parlor 
until he retired in 1936. After that, for many years, he did light 
work at the Walnut Fruit and Grocery and also at Nick George's store, ~ 
as long as his health permitted. 

1964. 
Mr. Bussow passed away April 12, 1947. Mrs. Bussow died in ~

1 

Their grandchildren are: Barbara Smith of Redway, California; 
Betty Smith of San Francisco, California; daughters of Mr~ and Mrs. 
Oliver Smith; children of Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Burg : Frank, of Cali
fornia; Lois, Mary , Martha and Joe , all of Creston, Iowa; children of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Achenbach: Richard and Robert; children of 
Clarence and Ella Harmsen Bussow: Alice, of Los Angeles, California; 
Dale, of Littleton, Colorado; children of Melvin and Ruth Klindt 
Bussow: Larry and Carol. 

WILLI.AM BUSSOW 

William Bussow was born in Altenkirchen, on the i s l and of Ruegen, 
Germany, on July 16, 1862. He came to America in 1880, first to Lone 
Tree, Iowa, then later to Walnut, where he farmed for many years • 

. On September 23, 1892, he was married to Christine Diedricksen, 
who died after a few months , on July 3, 1893 . On March 18, 1896 , he 
entered a second marriage with Caroline Bussow, who preceded him in 
death on June 18, 1941. 

He retired from the farm in 1910 and moved to town. Shortly 
after his wife died, he went to live at the home of his nephew, Art 
Kock. 

William Bussow, a brother of Malta G., passed away June 3, 1945. 

OTTO CHRISTENSEN 

Otto Christensen was born on a farm 7 miles north of Walnut in 
1893, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Chris Christensen. Mr. and Mrs. Chris 
Christensen homesteaded here from Coin, Iowa, wi th a team, wagon, 
walking plow a nd a few pigs. They picked their site because of 
Guppy's Grove and the creek. The closest mill in those days was in 
Council Bluffs. They were the parents of eight children : Otto, Pete, 
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Andrew, Marinus, Holm, Hannah, Lena and Edna. 

Otto Christensen married Clara Fischer, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Fischer, in 1901. Mr. and Mrs. Fischer came here from 
Germany. William Fischer came to Walnut from Clayton County in the 
spring of 1871, at the age of 15. 

Mr. and Mrs. Otto Christensen were the parents of two children: 
Ivan and Phyllis (Mrs. Hurst Otto). Ivan Christensen married Ethel 
Stahl, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Stahl, in 1937. They were the 
parents of three children: Sarah (Mrs. Kurby Smith); Clark, and 
David. Ivan was later remarried to Ellen Larsen, daughter of Sven 
and Mary Larsen who came from Sweden and settled in Ontario. 

Ivan and Ellen Christensen are the parents of two .children: 
Linda and Eric, at home. 

Ivan informs me that a cave in Cuppy's Grove was once the 
"midway point" for horse thieves in the "good old days". 

Z. D. DRAKE 

Zachariah D. Drake was born near Stanhope, Morris County, New 
Jersey, May 30, 1840, the son of Charles A. and Charlotte A. Drake. 
His father died when he was a mere child, thus leaving him to make 
his own way to a great extent. 

Mr. Drake, a teacher, enlisted on September 3, 1862 in Company 
C, 27th Regiment of New Jersey Volunteers. He served until July 2, 
1863 when he was honorably discharged because of illness contracted 
during service. 

About 1870 Mr. Drake came to Illinois, making his home near 
Cheffield, where on January 1, 1873, he was united in marriage with 
Janet C. Fraser, daughter of John and Mary (Cattell) Fraser. John 
Fraser was born in 1820 at Elgin, Scotland, near the Moray Firth. 
Helen Fraser was born in 1825 and died in 1892. John Fraser died in 
1903. He was related to Sir Simon Fraser (Lord Lovat). Alexander, 
a brother of John's, went to Australia to make his home. Neil Fraser, 
the tennis champion, is a descendant of Alexander Fraser. 

Mr. and Mrs. Z.D. Drake lived on a farm in I l linois until 1878 
when he sold his farm there and moved to Iowa in March of that year, 
settling on a farm 3 3/4 miles southwest of Walnut. They lived 
there 15 years, then purchased the Carey farm 2 1/2 miles southeast 
of Walnut where he lived until he retired. 
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Mr. Drake was the last surviving member of the G.A.R., and 
never missed his privilege of voting. 

Mrs. Drake passed away April 4, 1916. Mr. Drake died February 
24, 1929, at the home of his daughter, Mrs. C. W. Larsen. 

They were the parents of twelve children, one of who died in 
infancy. The other children were: Charlotte (Mrs. James Pope), 
John z., Minnie (Mrs. C. w. Larsen), Francis w., Addie L. (Mrs. T. 
E. Palmer), Jessie E. (Palmer), Edwin W., Margaret I. (Mrs. Arthur 
Mertz), Clara A. (Mrs. B. H. Nevelyn), George I., and Helen J. 
(Stamen). 

The surviving children are: Charlotte Pope, Edwin W., Margaret 
Mertz., Clara Nevelyn, and Helen Stamen. 

Mr. Drake united with the First Day Advent Church in Illinois 
when a young man, to which faith he remained firm until the last. 

ADAM ECKERT 

On May 2, 1940, Adam Eckert, a resident of Walnut since 1886, 
passed away at the age of 77. When twenty years of age he fell from 
a railroad car and lost a leg and an arm. Regardless of his handicap, 
he conducted a livery stable here for many years. 

GEORGE E. EROE 
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Mr. and Mrs. George E. Eroe came to Walnut from Aurora, Illinois 
in November, 1885. Mrs. (Lillian Stone) Eroe was bor n in Pennsylvania, r 
and Mr. Eroe in New York. They were the parents of two children: 
Mrs. Laura Furey of Walnut, and Harold Eroe of Wharton, N-:w Jersey. 1 

Harold Eroe served as Captain of Ordinance overseas in World War I. f 
George E. Eroe lived in Walnut from 1885 until his death in 

1931. Mrs. Eroe lived to be 90 , and died in 1953. They lived in the 
Lodge house which they purchased from Mrs. Oscar Lodge in 1918. 

George Eroe was associated with the Walnut Flour Mill here for 
a number of years, and his daughter, Mrs. Laura Furey, has given an 
interesting and detailed account of the mill which will be found in 
Chapter V. 

I 

f . 

• l 

f 
f 

L 

( 

t 
t 



7 
l 

Cl 

7 
J 
1 

J 
j 

I] 
J 
J 

AARON FELL 

Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Fell came to the Walnut vicinity f-rom Ohio in 
1883. After farming extensively and raising cat t le, Mr. Fell purchased 
40 acres on the north edge of Walnut in 1907, expecting to go into 
semi-retirement. He passed away in 1908, and Mrs. Fell remained on 
the farm with her youngest son, Glen, who at that time was attending 
high school in Walnut. 

In 1917 Glen Fell married Gladys Michel, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
E. E. Mickel. After his mother's death, Glen purchased the farm 
where he and his wife still reside. 

Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Fell were the parents of five children: Fred, 
Thomas and James, all of whom are deceased, Mrs. Roy Murphy of Santa 
Ana, California; and Glen, of Walnut. 

FRANCIS J. FRASER 

Francis J. Fraser, long time resident and business man of Walnut, 
died in his home at Walnut on October 24, 1938 , at the age of 70. He 
came to Walnut with his parents in 1882. He operated a meat market 
for several years and later was a contractor. 

RICKMAN FREDRECHSEN 

Richman Fredrechsen was born September 28, 1865 in Germany. He 
came to America in 1882, at the age of 16. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richman Fredrechsen were married in 1892. Mrs. 
Fredrechsen had been born in Germany in 1860 and came to America in 
1882. She lived in Hoboken, New York for 6 years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fredrechsen purchased a farm from John Stuart, 
known as the Tabor place, and lived there 23 years, then moved to the 
town of Walnut. They had two children: Lewis, and Meta (Mrs. Roy 
Burkey). 

Lewis Fredrechsen moved on t he farm when his father left, and 
lived there until 1947. At t he present time the farm is occupied by 
Kenneth Fredrechsen, son of Lewis, thus the farm has been in the same 
family for three generations. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rickman Fredrechsen celebrated their 50th anniver
sary in 1942, and their 60th in 1952. Mr. Fredrechsen passed away in 
1961 at the age of 95. 
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HENRY GOETTSCH, SR. 

Henry Goettsch was born January- 13J 1864 in Schoenberg, Holstein, 
Germany, and came to America with his parents in 1875 at the age of 
11. 

Raving friends in Avoca, they made their 
then purchased a farm southwest of Avoca, and 
ed his parents on the farm. At the age of 18 
and started farming for himself. 

home there three years,
four years Henry assist
he purchased 80 acres 

After the death of his fathert he and his mother sold the farm 
and in 1893 went to Davenportt Iowa where he obtained work in t he 
Seiffert Lumber Yard. In 1894 Henry Goettsch married Anna Delvanthal 
at Davenport. She came to America from Hanover, Germany. Mrs. 
Goettsch will be 95 years old November 9, 1965 and lives in Walnut 
across from the Walnut School. 
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In 1895 Mr. and Mrs. Goettsch moved to Walnut and bought the 160 
acres farm where Freddie Goettsch now livesJ for $50. per acre. They 
continued to live there until Januaryt 1941, when they moved to Walnut. 1 

Other farms they own: 160 acres where Howard Goettsch now lives, 
and the 160 acres east of Freddie Mattheis which Howard farms. There 
are no buildings on the latter farm. 

Mr. and Mrs. Goettsch were parents of five children: Otto, who 
lives with his mother; Gustav, who was killed in an automobile accident 1-
in 1950; Helen (Mrs. Orvel Lamer); Freddie, who lives on the home 
farm and also owns a farm two miles south where Tom Newton lives, and 
80 acres across the road from Freddie Mattheis, and Henry, who lives 
in Walnut and owns the farm where Eldon Popp now lives and the 80 
acres directly east of where Dale Hansen lives. 

Grandchildren of Mr. and Mrs. Goetts ch are Howard and Darlene 
(Mrs. Robert Lafrentz), children of Gustav Goettsch; and Jean (Mrs. 
Byron Kaven of Denver, Colorado-), daughter of Henry Goettsch, Jr. 

Great-grandchildren are: Cynthia, Freddie, and Robert, children 
of Howard; Diane, Debra, Dona , and Doreen, children of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Lafrentz; and Kirk, Kraig, Kent, children of Mr. and Mrs. Byron 
Kaven. 

Henry Goettsch, Sr., passed away in May, 1941, at Walnut. 
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GEORGE GRIFFITH 

George Hudson Griffith was born January 3, 1871, the son of 
James and Sarah (Linsey) Griffith, at Walnuto On February 25, 1896, 
George Griffith married Fannie Marie Long, daughter of Columbus and 
Mary (Brown Baldwin) Long. Fannie Griffith was born October 17, 
1868 at Ottley, Iowa, where she spent her youth. She lived a few 
years at Harlan, Iowa, later moving to Walnut. 

Mr. and Mrs. Griffith operated a general store and millinery 
hereo Louis Hansen was in partnership with Mr. Griffith a few years, 
and then Mr. Griffith purchased Mr. Hansen's share of the businesso 
Their dry goods store was in the building presently occupied by 
"Pete's Grocery", (known as the Kock building). 

Mr. Griffith passed away August 13, 1913. Mrs. Griffith died 
August 21, 1961. 

They were the parents of Maurine Ruth Allen (Mrs. Avery Allen). 

Maurine Ruth Griffith was born September 2, 1897 at Walnut. 
She married Avery Randall Allen , son of Lewis S. and Harriet 
(Trailer) Allen, on August 13, 1918, at Harlan, Iowa. Mr. and Mrs. 
Allen were the parents of three children: Mary Frances (Mrs. William 
J. Commentz), Jean Maurine (Mrs. Clyde Corey), and Robert Louis 
(married Deloris J ean Voss). 

JACOB HAMMOND 

Jacob Hammond was united in marriage to Josephine Elizabeth 
Druhot, daughter of Roselta and Francis Druhot, on February 139 1873. 
Josephine Hammond was born October 6, 1852 at Benton , Ohio. Her 
early life was spent at Benton, where she taught school until her 
marriage. 

Mr . and Mrs. Hammond made their home on a farm near Homesville 
until 1883 when they moved to a farm one mile west of Walnut. In 
March, 1908, they moved to Walnut, purchasing the house owned by 
Paul Mueller (father of Victor Mueller), and l ocated on the present 
site of Peace Haven Home. In 1919 they moved to the house now 
occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Crai g Woltmann. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hammond were the parents of three boys: Edward F. 
(born in 1877), Burton R. (born 1884), and Earl S. (born 1887). 
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FRED C. HECTOR 

Fred C. Hector, son of Julius and Emma Hector, was born in Walnut 
on April 29, 1884. He received his early education in the Walnut 
Public School. Following graduation, he attended Commercial College 
at Des Moines and later, the University of Iowa. Upon completion of 
his schooling, he went to Kansas City, Missouri, where he was employ
ed by the Dierks Lumber Co. 

On March 9, 1909, he was united in marriage with Gertrude 
Everson, who died in November, 1941. In 1915, Mr. Hector came to 
Walnut as cashier of the Exchange State Bank, remaining here until 
1931. From that date until his retirement, he was employed by the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. After retirement, he resided primar
ily with his daughter, Mrs. Maurice Cone, at Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Mr. Hector was a member of the Presbyterian Church and f or many 
years the Masonic Morro Lodge of Walnut. 

Mr. Hector passed away July 8, 1954, at the age of 70. 

ARTIDJR M. JACOBSEN 

Arthur M. Jacobsen was born on a farm in Lincoln Township in 
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1884, the son of Andrew and Catherine (Hansen) Jacobsen. Andrew 
Jacobsen was a farmer, and Catherine a practical nurse. Other child
ren besides A.M. were: Henry, Dell, Barney, Hulda (Mrs. August Hansen), 1 

and Milda (Mrs. Pete Mueller). 

A. M. Jacobsen married Ida Bees in 1907. They were the parents 
of two children: Melvin (married Wanda Rieck), and Lorene (Mrs. Joe 
Bigelow). Mr. Jacobsen farmed until 1915 when he went into partner
ship with his brother, Henry, in the seed and implement and trucking 
business. In 1955 he sold the business to his son, Melvin. 

Mr. Jacobsen had always been extremely active in the community. 
He served on the town council, fire department, and ••as vice president 
of the Walnut Telephone Co. He was a member of Peac~ United Church 
of Christ. 

Mr. Jacobsen passed away in 1958. 
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AUGUST AND HENRY JOHNK 

August Johnk was born in 1859 in Kiel, Germany. At the age of 
16 he came to Lincoln Township and worked for John Frank for $16. per 
month. He bought the farm of 160 acres where Otto Johnk now lives 
before his marriage in 1884 to Helen Williams. August retired from 
farming in 1911. He passed away in 1933, at the age of 74. 

Mr. and Mrs. August Johnk were the parents of five children: 
Fred (deceased 1954), Marie (Mrs. Walter Kruger) , Otto, Herman, and 
Henry. 

Henry Johnk started farming at the age of 21. In 1908 he went 
into partnership with Rudolph Lehnhardt, operating a threshing mach
ine. In 1912 Henry purchased Rudolph's i nterest and continued the 
business for himself. 

On October 8, 1913, he was married to Carrie Zimmerman, daughter 
of James Peter and Susan Zimmerman. They were the parents of two 
children: Harold and Helen Sue (Mrs. Ralph Knollkamper). Grand
children are: twins, Barbara and Beverly, children of Harold and 
Eleanor Johnk; and William Henry, son of Mr . and Mrs. Ralph Knollkamper 9 

of Lincoln~ Nebraska. 

In 1938 Henry Johnk was elected Pottawattamie County Supervisor 9 

and served in that capacity for 22 continuous years. During that 
time Henry made 2,596 trips from Hancock to Council Bluffs to attend 
board meetings. He traveled 2109 276 miles in 8 different cars. He 
supervised 318 miles of roads i n 6 townships. When he took office, 
only twelve miles were graveled. 

Henry Johnk passed away in the summer of 1965, 

W. S . KEVAN 

w.s. Kevan was born in Wisconsin on March 9, 1861. He came to 
the Walnut vicinity sometime in the later 18001s. In the spring of 
1888 he was married to Ellen Kite, who was born in Cedar County, Iowa 
on August 27~ 1866. 

They were the parents of two children: Albert, born May 3, 1889, 
and Gladys, born September 8, 1899. Gladys never married and is 
presently a resident of the Salem Lutheran Home in Elkhorn. 
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Albert Kevan married .Lillian Longnecker August .31, 1911. 
Lillian was born August 8, 1891, in Wayne, Nebraska, and came to 
Walnut in 1901. They have one daughter, Joy, born July 17, 1914. 
Joy married Leonard Sievers on April 6, 1934. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Kevan have lived on the farm 4 1/2 miles 
north of Walnut all their married life, until the past year. 

WeS• Kevan passed away October 24, 1927. Ellen Kevan died 
October 29, 1939. 

CARL KOHLSCHEEN 
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Carl C. Kohlscheen was born in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany in 
1883. In 1892 he came with his parents and family to America. They 
settled on a farm near Atlantic , Iowa. As a young man, Mr. Kohlscheen 
farmed for a time by Atlantic, after which he went to South Dakota t 
continue farming. He later quit farming and went into business in 
Ashton, S.D., where he was married in 1910 to Caroline Denker. They 
were the parents of five children: Emma (Mrs. Joseph Hamilton, born 
1911), Walter (born 1913), Wilma (Mrs. Harold Morris, born 1916), 
Leland (born 1923, now retired as Lt. Col. of the Army Air Force), 
and Daryl (born 1926, now farms near Walnut). 

In February , 1927, Mr. and Mrs. Kohlscheen brought their family 
to Iowa where they farmed southeast of Walnut until they moved to a 
home in Walnut in 1943 . They were in business in Walnut for two yeare 
before retiring. 

Grandchildren of Mr. and Mrs . Kohlscheen are: Kreig and Karen, 
twins, children of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Kohlscheen; Kevin and Kendal} 
children of Mr . and Mrs. Daryl Kohlscheen. 

Mr. Kohlscheen passed away i n 1954. Mrs. Kohlscheen still 
resides in Walnut. 

C. W. LARSEN 

Mr. C. W. Larsen was born in Mandemark, Isle of Moen, Denmark, 
on January 29, 1872, and came to America in February, 1890-. He 
attended school at Alkhorn, Iowa for a year and came to the Walnut 
community in 1891. 

• ( 

Here he worked as a farm laborer for a short while and then rent.
ed a farm south of town. In 1896 he married Minnie Drake, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Z.D. Drake, farm owners in this locality. To this 
union one son was born, George Dewey Larsen, on September 29 , 1898. 
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Mr. Larsen was a successful farmer and feeder of livestock 
and finally bought his ·own farm northwest of Walnut where he lived 
with his family until 1912, at which time he left the farm and 
moved to Walnut, to a new house in the northwest corner of the 
town. He did not, however, lose his interest in farming, and with 
his son owned and operated many farms in this vicinity as well as 
other localities during his lifetime. 

His son Dewey graduated from the Walnut Public School, attended 
Grinnell College and served in the army during World War I. He 
returned to Walnut and married Myrtle Maine Mickel, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. E.E. Mickel of Walnut. After residing in town for a year, 
Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Larsen moved to a farm on the northwest edge of 
town where they lived for about 5 years. They sold the farm and 
moved back to town where Dewey, with his father and Arthur Mertz, 
assumed management of the Farmer's Cooperative Grain Elevatoro 
Later C.W. and Dewey acquired ownership of the company and continued 
operating until 1943 which included the dreadful depression years 
with closed banks and shortages of everything, even fuel for stoves 
and furnaces. Many loads of coal were portioned out to people who 
were in desperate need of it -- often just by the bushel basket -
regardless of whether they could pay for it or not. The elevator 
became a sort of community gathering place and many a town problem 
was discussed around the old coal-burrimg stove. 

After selling the elevator, Mr. Larsen and son Dewey continued 
with their farming interests. Mr. Larsen owned and operated a 240 
acre farm east of town and Dewey owned and operated a half-section 
of land in Shelby County, northwest of Walnut, and also an 86 acre 
tract adjoining his father's farm. 

Both men were members and active workers in the Presbyterian 
Church and Dewey was a member of the American Legion, president of 
the Walnut School board for several years and a very active member 
of the Walnut Municipal Utilities Board and always he and his father 
gave of themselves unthinkingly to community and friends. 

C.W. Larsen died in 1961 after a brief illness. His wife had 
preceded him in death in 1950. Dewey Larsen died June 26, 1962. 
Besides his wife, Maine, he left a daughter, Dorothy Jeanne Healy, 
who resides in Omaha, Nebraska with her husband and two sons, Gary 
Lee and Richard Alan. A son, Robert, is professor of music and now 
heads the music department at Simpson College, Indianola, Iowa. 



A. J. L. LEBECK 

A.J .L. Lebeck was born in ~/alnut in 1878, and passed away April 
9, 1936, at the age of 57. He was a painter and decorator in Walnut 
for many years. 

C. L. LEBECK 

C. L. Lebeck, pioneer of Walnut , passed away at the age of 78 
on August 7, 1924. He came to Walnut in 1874 and formed a partner
ship with J.B. Johannsen and started a general merchandise store i n 
the location now occupied by the Legion building. After four years 
of successful business, he sold his interest to his partner. 

Soon afterward, he bought the Lodge Bros. Store , located on t he 
corner of Pearl Central, where the Raymond \,folf building is located. 
In this business he took as his partner , his younger brother Adolph. 
The firm was known as the Lebeck Bros. They continued in business 
for thirteen years. 

In 1894 Mr. Lebeck bought his father's interest in the business 
then located on the site of Johannsen's Clothing Store. Later he 
bought the building now occupied and owned by Edwin Holtz. He con
tinued in business until the fall ·of 1899, when he sold the buil ding 
and goods. 

f 

In the fall of 1902 he disposed of his house and household 
goods and moved to Artesia, S.D., where he engaged in the r eal estatt 
business. 

I n 1909 he moved back to Walnut and purchased the Drake propert~ 
where he made his home until his death. 

He was the first president of the old German Bank , and continue~ 
in that office until he sold his stock to J.B. Johannsen. 

4 
HENRY W. LENSCH 

Henry Wilhelm Lensch was born January 23 , 1879 at West Liberty, 
Iowa, the son of Hans and Sophia (Schriefer) Lensch. In 1881 he cam~ 
to the Walnut vicinity with his parents, where they farmed. Mr. 
Lensch f armed in the Walnut community until his retirement in l 942 , 
at which time he moved to Walnut . 

On September 1, 1907, he was baptized into the faith of the 
Peace United Church of Christ, of which he was a member at the time 
of his death - October 16, 1964. He was also a member of the Churcr 
men's Fellowship, and a past church councilman. 
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He was preceded in death by four sisters and two brothers. 

Survivor s were: Mrs .. Marx Koos of Walnut, Miss Me-ta Lensch and 
Miss Alma Lensch, both of Harlan, two brothers , Herbert, of Omaha and 
Julius of Harlan. 

JOHN MALLICOAT 

John Mallicoat was born at Salem, Indiana in 1851, and came to 
Walnut from Davenport in 1878, resi di ng one mil e west of Walnut. I n 
1880 he moved to -Wal nut where he opened a gener al -store which he 
operated until 1919, when he ret i red. 

He married Emma Cooper in 1878. At the t i me of his death, June 
6, 1928 , (at Miami, Florida) he was survived by his wife and two 
daughters : Mrs . Edythe Gr ace, and Mrs. E. V. Denault. A daughter, 
Mr s. Louis Hector, had preceded him in death. 

MRS. MICHEAL F. MARTI N 

Mrs. Mary Martin was born June 4, 1872 near Walnut, the daughter 
of Edward L. and Marinda E. (Burdick) Pardee. She was r a ised on a 
farm near Wal nut and was married February 11, 1890, at Manni ng, to 
Micheal F. Martin. 

They f armed around Walnut until 1935 when they moved to Walnut 
and lived here until their deaths. Mrs. Martin passed away in 
December , 1954. Mr. Martin preceded her in death on December 25, 
1943. 

Three sons survived a t the time of her death: Walter , LeRoy, and 
Marion. A son Earl, preceded her in death in May , 1943. 

EUGENE E. MICKEL 

Eugene E. Mickel was born in Bascobel, Wisconsin, April 15, 1860. 
At t he age of 14, in company with hi s parents, he came to this com
munity, where his parents purchased a farm north of Walnut in Shelby 
County. 

In 1890 he was united in marriage to Lenore Stinger, of Tiffin, 
Iowa, who was teaching in the Walnut School at the time. As a young 
man he traveled ext ensively f or a large implement firm. Later he 
became owner and operator of his own implement business in Wal nut, 
on Pearl Street. He continued in business for nearly 35 years. 

Besides farm impl ements and wagons, he handled a fine line of 
surreys, buggies , and fancy pony carts. He also had the agency f or 



the Edison phonograph and Packard pianos, and in later years the 
Jackson and Ford automobiles. 
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During all those years he took an active interest in the welfa~ 
of the community, serving to the best of his ability. He was a 
member of the Modern Woodmen of America which was activa in Walnut a 
that time. Both he and Mrs. Mickel were affiliated with the Methodi ' 
Church. 

After retiring from business in the early l 920's, Mr. and Mrs. 
Mickel spent their winters in California and Florida. Mrs. Mickel 
died in 1932 and two years later Mr. Mickel passed away. 

Their children are: Claire Rossmann of Corley; Irene Nor ton, 
Fred Mickel, Maine Larsen, and Gladys Fell, all of ~,Jalnut; Aletha 
Paulsen of Cedar Rapids, and George, now living in California. 

DR. MORRIS MOORE 

Dr. Morris Moore was born at Washington, Iowa , the son of a 
pioneer physician. He received his early education at the Harlan, 
Iowa schools. Dr. Moore graduated from Creighton University Medica] 
School in 1901, and later took post-graduate work at the University 
of Iowa. 

In 1905 he was married to Cora Backus, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Andrew Backus, and they continued to live in and serve the communit:y 
of Walnut for the rest of their lives. Dr . Moore was a practitioner 
in this community for 40 years. He was active in civic affairs, 

I . having served several years as a member of the Board of Education ar 
the city council. He was active i n both state and county medical 
associations, and served on hospital staffs in both Atlantic and 
Council Bluffs. He was a member of the Masonic and Elks Lodges. 

Prom±rent in Democratic politics, Dr. Moore s erved in the 45th 
and 46th General Assemblies, and was one of the Democratic leaders 
in the Senate. He was instrumental in obtaining legislation effect
ing state heal th problems and the medical professions. He stood fo1 
the ideals which make for a better life both in Iowa and the nation. 

Mr. and Mrs. Moore were the parents of two daughters : Mrs. 
Will iam Goodyear of Lake City, Iowa; and Mrs. Tracey R. Osborne , of 
Des Moines. Dr. Moore was a brother of the late Dr. Fred B. Moore 
and Dr. E. A. Moore, of Des Moines 8nd Harlan respectively. A siste~. 
Mrs. H. Alcorn of Adair, al so preceeded him in death. Dr. Morris 
Moore passed away in October, 1944, at the age of 70. C 
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Dr. Moorevs daughter, Mrs. William Goodyear, wrote such an 
interesting letter concerning her father and their early life in 
Walnut, that I would like to reprint a portion of it here : 
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"Mother was teaching in the Wal nut School when Dad came to 
Walnut as a young practicing physician. Mother taught many of the 
children of Walnut to play the piano, and it was rather interesting 
that when Mary (Mrs. Tracey R. Osborne) came to Walnut to teach, 
she taught the children of the parents1 mother had taught a gener
ation ago." 

"I was born in September of 1917, so don't remember too much 
about Dad's early years of practice when the roads were all mud and 
hills and it was a long way to Omaha and to the hospital, so much 
of the care -- in fact, all of it, was done in the home. I have 
heard Mother tell many times of the flu epidemic in 1918. Dad used 
to go north of town one day and south of town the next, and never 
slept for days on end, I guess. Mother "manned" the phone, and has 
tol d many times how people called, screaming for the doctor, as one 
of their loved ones was dying." 

" We went to Iowa City that following summer and all lived 
there while Dad did some post-grad. work just to rest from the 
strenuous practice during the flu epidemic. Mary and I both remember 
going with Dad on country calls when we were small, in the sleigh, 
with the horse in the winter time. Dad kept his horse and sleigh at 
the old livery barn. Mother would bundle us up good, heat up the 
soap stone, and off we would go, with sleigh bells jingling. The 
snow would be so drifted that we could go across fields and fences. 
We took the dump ground curve a bit fast once, I remember, and tipped 
over into a snow drift." 

"I also remember that when Dad needed to consult with another 
doctor or needed a surgeon, that doctor would come out on the train 
from Omaha and spend the night at our house." 

"Dad was an avid sports enthusiast -- ran with the champion
ship hose team at Harlan as a boy, and played lots of golf when he 
could find the time for relaxation. He was a kind, honorable man 
who loved his home, his family, his community, and his country, and 
I have always felt blessed to have had such a father." 

_-
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HERMAN F. MORITZ 

Herman Frederick Moritz was born at Visselhovede Province, 
Hanover, Germany. He was 73 when he died in 1944 and had been in 
the meat market business in Walnut for 53 years. 

When he first came to this country, at the age of 17, he was a 
painter for three years, having learned that trade in Germany. 

In 1891 he purchased the meat business from Charles Jacobsen. 
He was married to Anna Karstens in 1896, and in June of that yeax his 
busine.ss house and the rooms above the store which the couple had 
just decorated as a home, were destroyed by fire. 

He erected two brick buildings occupied by his meat shop and 
locker plant. (This space is presently occupied by new Legion build
ing). It was following that fire that t he present waterworks and old 
standpipe were built. 

Mr. Moritz served on the town council and the school board for 
a number of years. 

In the early days of his business he had a meat wagon and 
delivered meat to rural districts four times a week, leaving at four 
o'clock in the morning. A far cry from that day to the modern 
refrigerated locker plants of today. 

Herman Moritz was baptized and confirmed in the Christian faith 
and was a charter member of the Peace Evangelical Church, now known 
as Peace United Church of Christ in Walnut. 

Three children were born to Herman and Anna Moritz: Aleta (Mrs. 
Orville Myers), Adolph (married Winifred Cronbaugh), and Will 
(married Opal Rieck). 

Grandchildren are: Paul, Mary, and Earl Myers , children of Mr. 
and Mrs. Orville Myers. (Mary is Mrs. Norman Charles.) Dale and 
'Barbara Jean (Mrs. R. W. Hegarty), children of Adolph and Winifred 
Moritz; Jo Ann (Mrs. John McKeon) and Sandra (Mrs. Charles Beyrer), 
daughters of Will and Opal Moritz. 

Mrs. Anna Moritz passed away in 1962. 

ORRIS MOSHER 

Orri.s Mosher was born at Palo, Illinois on February 5, 1847, and 
died at his home in Walnut on March 3, 1922. 

He enlisted in the . Civil War at the age of 15, in 1862, and was 
discharged in 1864. He attended Cornell University in New York, 
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graduated in 1873, and was admitted to the baro 

Orris MoshP.r married Emma L. Kridler and came to Iowa in 1875 
and engaged in barking and law at Dallas Center and Perry. He came 
to Walnut in 1891 and reorganized a private bank into the Exchange 
State Bank. He retired in 1914. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mosher were the parents of three children: Herbert, 
Orris, Jr., and June E.M. (Boiler). 

He was a member of the G.A.R., Masons, Odd Fellows, and Knights 
of Pythias. He served on the town council and was mayor of Walnut 
from 1892-93, and again from 1916-1918. 

WILLIAM M: MYERS 

William Milton Myers was born March 19, 1856 in Washington 
County, Pennsylvania. When he was a small child he was baptized 
into the Christian faith and later joined the Presbyterian church at 
Brimfield, Ill. Brimfiel d was his home until he came to Walnut in 
1880. 

He was united in marriage to Mary Olive Deen at Council Bluffs, 
on July 4, 1891. To this union two children were born: Roy Herbert, 
who was killed in France during World War I, and Orville Spencer. 

His specialty was well-digging, but during the years from 1914 
to 1925, he was janitor of the Walnut Schools. 

He passed away October 29, 1938, at the age of 82. His wife 
preceded him in death. 

LEMUEL I. POPE 

Lemuel I. Pope was born September 18, 1825, and died August, 
1908. He married Elizabeth Stone, of England, on June 5, 1851. 
Elizabeth Pope was born August 4, 1831, and died March 4, 1897. They 
were the parents of ten children: Charlotte Isabelle (born Oct. 27, 
1853), Emmy (born March 4, 1855), Millard (born July 28, 1856), 
Jerome (born March 27, 1857), Alonzo (born April 5, 1858), Forest 
(born Feb. 22, 1861), Ella (born 1863, married Harry Booth), Ulyssus 
S., (born June 3, 1865), James (born July 7, 1867), and Joseph (born 
Nov. 28, 1871). · 

James Pope married Charlott e Drake, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Z.D. Drake, on January 1, 1893 • . They were the parents of seven 
children: Harvey Francis (born Oct. 28, 1894), Addie Geneva (born 
Dec. 27, 1895 , married Chas. Tilton), Lottie Ellen (bor n August 22, 
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1897, married Herbert Bunker), _June c. (Born July 1, 1899, married 
Fred Petersen)~ Jesse Irene (Born July 7, 1902, now Mrs. Arthur 
Dworak), Everett Millard (born June 29, 1907), and Beryl Velma (born 
Feb. 7, 1910, now Mrs. Herbert Siavers). 

James Pope passed away September 21, 1943. Mrs. Pope still 
resides at her home in Walnut. 

C. A. ROSSMANN 

Christian Adol ph Rossmann was born in Fleusburg, Schleswig
Holstein, Germany, on March 11, 1846 •. He came to the United States 
as a young man and settled for a time at West Liberty, Iowa. In 1876 
he came to Walnut and settled on a 160 acre farm in section 22, 
Layton Township, for which he paid $12. an acre. The family lived 
here until 191? when the oldest son, Henry, bought the farm for $280. 
an acre. In the meantime the father purchased an 80 acres i n section 
15, and for this he paid $32. an acre. Then i n 1962 it was sold to 
the youngest son of Henry, thereby this f arm being in the same family 
for three generations. Henry purchased the 80 acres in section 15 
for $250. per acre, which he still owns. 

C.A. Rossmann built a two room house before his marriage to 
Caroline Augustine Nissen on February 28, 1877. She was the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ewald Nissen who lived on a farm north of Walnut. 
Mrs. Rossmann crossed the ocean with her parents as a small baby. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rossmann were the parents of fourteen children: 
Meta, Henry, Anna, Edward, Clara, Leona, George, Walter, Arthur, 
Evelyn and Leonard. Three children, Amanda, Caroline, and Julius, 
died in infancy. 

Meta married M. E. Reimer and was the mother of 13 children. 
Four are deceased. 

Henry married Alvena Reimer and they were the parents of eight 
children: Lawrence (married Virginia Shahan) , Evalena, Wilbert 
(married Claire Mickel), Everett (married Beverly Layton), twins, 
Rondo (married Donna Goodner) -and Ronald (deceased at 17 years of 
age), Lavina (Mrs. Donald Kinder), Phyllis (Mrs. Vern Shires). 

Anna Rossmann married G. B. Reimer. 
three sons, one of whom died in infancy. 

They were the parents of 

\ 

Edward is a retired f armer and served in World War I. 
daughter who l ives with him in Sandpoint , Idaho. 

He has one 
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Clara9 a graduate nurse, lives in Haines City 9 Florida, the 
wife of Stanton Smith. She was a nurse in France during W.W. I. 
She has one son. 

Leona is the wife of Harry Nieman9 a World War I veteran. 
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They have no family. Mr. Nieman is known as "Mr. Baseball". Mr. 
Nieman, with Rev. W. G. Harding of the Methodist Church, originated 
Little League Baseball in Walnut in the 1930 1s. Later, as the 
membership grew, they were divided into three groups: Midgets, Cubs, 
and Pee-Wees. In 1955, appointment as seventh district Midget 
baseball chairman was bestowed upon Mr. Nieman. District Midget 
tournaments have been held here for the past 17 years. The district 
tournaments are followed by the state tournament, also held here. 

George and wife, Clara (nee Jacobsen), live in Lodi, California. 
They have two sons. 

Walter is a jeweler, graduate of Bradley Institute, Peoria, 
Illinois. He is in business in Manchester, Iowa. He married Helen 
Porteous. They have no family. 

Arthur married Della Hansen of Platte, South Dakotao They live 
in Harley, Iowa, having recently retired from farming. They have 
two daughters and one son. 

Evelyn married Herbert Petersen, now deceased, and has two 
daughters. She lives on her farm south of Walnut and works in the 
Walnut School lunch room. 

Leonard, the youngest, is a graduate of Iowa State College and 
teaches in Perry, Iowa schools. He married Margaret O'Connor, and 
they were the parents of a son who died in infancy. 

Meta, Anna, and Evelyn are widows. Henry and Edward are 
widowers. 

As the family grew in size, it became necessary to build a new 
home which was later remodeled several times. Trees, shrubbery and 
flowers were planted and fences built. Summer evenings were spent 
in the yard, in games, races, etc. The children were taught to work 
and caring for the yard was their responsibility. There was music 
in the home. Lessons were practiced on the square piano which was 
later replaced with an upright. 

In 1909 Mr. and Mrs. Rossmann purchased the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. A.E. Kincaid in Walnut and moved into their new home March 1, 
1910. 

Mr. Rossmann passed away in 1932. Mrs. Rossmann died in April 
1926. 
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CARL AND FRED SCHWARTZ 

Carl Schwartz was born in Burg, on the island 
Baltic Sea, Germany, on June 22, 1871. He came to 
He was a carpenter and built many of the homes and 
-days of Walnut. He passed away at the age of 81. 

of Fehmarn in the 
Walnut in 1886. 
barns in the early 
He never married. 

Fred M. Schwartz was born the same place as his brother on 
October 23, 1873. He came to Walnut in 1888 and was married to Mary 
Stoffels on October 9, 1895, in Walnut. He has lived in the Walnut 
community since and now lives 7 1/2 miles south of Walnut, at the age 
of 92, and in good health. 

Mary Stoffels Schwartz was born near Avoca, December 27, 1875, 
and is at present in an Atlantic nursing homee Her father, Mathias 
Stoffels, was born in Germany in 1838 and came to Clinton, Iowa in 
1859. He enlisted in the 26th Infantry of Iowa, in 1861 and served 
throughout the Civil War. He was in the Battle of Vicksburg and was 
with Sherman's March To The Sea. He helped rescue Union prisoners 
at Libby Prison at Andersonville. He came to Walnut in 1873 and 
worked for Peter Carstensen, helping to build the Carstensen Harrows. 
He moved to Avoca in 1875 and operated a blacksmith shop unt il he 
retired. He passed away in 1914. 

JOHN SEVILLE 

John Seville was born January 4, 1840 in Waterhead Mill, near 
Oldham, Lankeshire, England. He died in Walnut, Iowa,February 10, 
1920. 

On September 19, 1863, he sailed from Liverpool, England and 
landed in New York October 4. He arrived on the Rock Island R.R. 
at West Branch, Cedar County, Iowa, October 28, 1863. 

- On April 2, 1868 he was married to Sarah Ellen Morris. Her 
parents, John and Ellen Morris, had sailed from Lankeshire, England 
February 25, 1850, and landed in New Orleans on May 4. Sarah Ellen 
Morris was born in St. Louis, Missouri on October 26, 1850. The 
Morris'· later moved to Scott County, Iowa • 

.John Seville came by wagon from Davenport to Wal nut in 1868 . A 
small kitchen chair he sat on in his wagon, then used in his home, is 
still in the Seville family. He purchased wild prairie land 4 miles 
northeast of Walnut. The u.s. Government had given the land to an 
old soldier who lived in Massachusetts, and it was from him the land 
was purchased. 

' ' • t 

_..J 

'-

f 
( 

L 

r 



( 

l 
l 

-] 

IJ 

J 

J 
J 

105 

He broke some land that summer, then when cold weather came, 
left his team and wagon and went back by train to Davenport where he 
worked during the winter. · 

The next spring he came back, worked more on the land, then 
returned to Davenport to work in the winter. This he continued to 
do until 1873. During this time he built a small one-room house 
which is still standing today (1965). 

In 1873 he brought his wife back with him and discontinued 
going to Davenport. Later more rooms were added to the. house. 
Here James Rostran(Ross) · was born March 14, 1876, and Charles Abner 
on June 14, 1880. Three children died in infancy. 

Ross Seville died in Los Angeles, California, August 7, J941. 
Charli~ Seville passed away in Walnµt on August 1, 1962. . . 

"Charlie" has said he recalls one day when he was about ten 
years old. He was plowing in the field, and turned to see an Indian 
on a horse, standing watching him. It was a frightening experience 
for the boy, but no harm was done. The Indian soon left. Gypsy . 
camps were also a common sight in the olden days. 

HANS FREDERICK SIEVERS 

Hans Frederick Sievers, son of Hans Sievers and wife, Amalie 
(nee Dressen) , was born July 22, 1856 at Borg, Schleswig-Holstein, 
Germany. At the age of 6 months he came with his parents to America, 
to West Liberty, Iowa. 

In 1877 he came to Walnut and began farming south of town. On 
January 12, 1883, he married Emma Duwe, and to this union seven child
ren were born: Julius, Rudolph, Lewie, Fred, Lawrence, Augusta Krohn, 
and Hattie Petersen. 

In August, 1917, Mr. Sievers retired from the farm and moved to 
Walnut. He passed away April 26, 1934. 

JOHN SIEVERS 

Somewher~ around 1874 John Sievers, Nick Sievers, and August 
Kohlscheen came to the Walnut vicinity and purchased three eighty
acre tracts of land. One of these is located on the Carrie Sievers 
farm, one on the Earl Sievers farm, and one on the Earl Sorensen farm. 

These three men farmed with a pair of oxen the first year, 
breaking about two acres of land. They raised onions at first, then 
later expanded to wheat and barley. No one was living i n that area 
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at the time, and the land was so hilly that they were sure no other 
settlers would come. In 1875 they built a sod hut. 

John Sievers was married before he came to America, and when he 
had saved enough, he sent for his wife and children. Mr. and Mrso 
John Sievers were the parents of three children: Harry, Walter and 
I dao 

BERNHARDT J. SORNSEN 
I 

11Ben11 J. Sornsen was born June 27, 1893, at Walnut, the son of 4 
Henry and Augusta Sornsen, and lived here all his life. As a young 4 
man he operated a dray line here in partnership with his brother, I 

for a couple years. In 1922 he became associated with the Green Bay 
Lumber Company in Walnut, and was manager for about ten years before t 
his death. , -

He was baptized in infancy and became a member of the Peace L 

Evangelical and Reformed Church (now Peace United Church) by confirm
ation. He was faithful to his church and served as a member of the 
church board for nine years. He also served as member of the school 
board for nine years and belonged to the Walnut Volunteer Fire Depart
ment. 

A veteran of World War I, he was active in American Legion 
affairs, where he held the office of Legion Commander and of Adjutant 
two different times. He also belonged to the Masonic Lodge. 

On September 30 , 1931, Ben Sornsen wa s united in marriage to 
Miss Elma Schroeder of Algona. To this union two children were born: 
Robert Eugene and Marlayne Mae. 

Ben Sornsen passed away June 4, 1945. 

M. L. SPANGLER 

M. L. Spangler, pioneer resident of Walnut, passed away at the 
age of 88 on January 30, 1937. He came to Walnut in April, 1873, and 
formed a partnership with w.s. Packard and opened a general store. 
In 1883 the partnership was dissolved and he went into the clothing 
business for himself. Later he sold the clothing store and became a 
grain buyer, and after a number of years, entered the real estate and 
insurance business. 
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AUGUST WILLIAM STAACK 

AuguE;t William Staack was born in Holstein, Germany, on Decerrber 
18 9 1865. He was educated in his homeland. Blacksmithing was the 
trade he learned in the "old country" . 

He was baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran faith, in Germanyo 
At the age of 20 Mr. Staack emigrated to the United States and 
settled at Walnut, where he set up a blacksmith shop. 

In December, 1887, August Staack married Marie Soos, who had 
also come from Germany. To this union seven children were born: 
Anna (Meek), Otto, Dora (Kortmeyer), Olga (Duerfeldt), Charles, 
John, and Alvin. Anna and Otto preceded him in death. 

In 1905 he and his family went to the vicinity of Herrick, s. 
Dakota, where he passed away November 18, 1956. 

CLAUS AND HENRIECH STAMP 

Claus Stamp and his brother Henriech came to Lincoln Township 
i n March, 1882 to homestead on the southwest quarter of section 22. 
Claus and his wife who were born in Germany, had been living in 
West Liberty, Iowa. They had three small sons: Emil, Will, and Henry 
F., when they came here to live in a two room house on the south 
half of the quarter. (Henriech and his family lived where their 
children, Julius and Amelia, now live.) 

After five years the family had outgrown the house, so they 
sold their land to Henriech and bought a quarter in section 20 
(where Harold Johnk lives) . They later bought another quarter in 
section 20 (where Fred Pierce lives) and lived on these farms for 
eleven years. The family now_had three daughter: Alvena, Clara, and 
Amanda, and two more sons, Fred and Otto. 

In 1898 they sold their farms and bought 160 acres in the 
northeast section of section 17 and 160 acres in section 8. In 
1916 Henry bought the land in section 8 from his father and built 
a set of buildings on it. He resided there with his wife (Amanda 
Peters) and two sons, Raymond and Lawrence, until 1943 when he 
retired to Walnut. 

Raymond and his wife (Orpha Maasen) now own and operate the 
farm. Raymond has been Lincoln Township clerk since 1948 and is a 
director of the Walnut Telephone Co. 

-- - - --- --------
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JOHN STUART 

John Stuart was born August 2, 1 842 , in Tomintowl, Banffshire, 
Scotland. At the age of two years, together with his parents, 
sisters and brothers, he immigrated to Ontari-o, Canada. Nine years 
later, the family moved to the United States, settling at Lyons, 
Clinton County, Iowa. 

In the fall of 1870, John and his brother , Donald, came into 
Pottawattamie County, looking for land. When they saw the tall blue
stem of this area, John decided this land was for him. He bought 
960 acres of this prairie land from George Keeline of Council Bluffs. 
The Stuarts still own 642 acres of this original purchase . The 160 
a cres known as the old home place is owned by Al ex. Dr. Frank Stuart 
of Atchison, Kansas, has the bare 120 acres, and 360 acres belongs to 
Cecil. This is all farmed in one operation by Cecil's sons, Robert 
and Lee , who are the only grandsons t o follow in John's footsteps. 

Much of the Iowa l and had been given to veterans of t he Revolu
tionary War and the War of 1812. Mr. Keeline acquired this land by 
paying delinquent taxes. By doing so , he received patents from the 
United States Government and signed by Pres. Buchannan. These patents 
are in the possession of the Stuart family. 

Donald Stuart bought land south of Walnut owned and operated 
now by Geor ge and Charles Gross. 

Some timberland was necessary possession on the prairie, so 
John purchase~ 5 acres of wooded .land on the Nishnabotna River. For 
the next three years he was busy fencing. Because of midnight pro
curement, it was practically necessar y to cut only the amount of 
timter that could be processed into posts and fire-wood and hauled 
home each night. 

He hired the first ground broken during this period. Flax and 
wheat were the first crops planted and harvested. 

In 1872, John drove a herd of cattle across the state from Goose 
Lake, Clinton County. From then on cattle were one of his primary 
concerns. In th€se early years, he spent many days in the fall, rid
ing horseback through the area, buying cattle and paying for them in 
gold. He was never known to have written a che~k. He kept gold and 
currency in a safe placed in a false bas€ment underneath a downstairs 
closet. This was later referred to by a tenant as "John's private 
wine cellar". 
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After establishing his homest.ead, John returned to Lyons, Iowa 
to marry Mary Dolan in March,_ 1875. To this union nine children 
were born: Helen Stuart Gallagher, Lee J., Charlie, Alex L., Cecil 
C., Robert J., Edward V., Gertrude Strieb, and Dr. Frank I. 

Alex was elected assessor of Layton Township in 1932, which he 
held until 1944 at which time he retired to the town of Walnut. He 
was then appointed field assessor by the County Assessor,. Chet Bowers, 
and reappointed by Charlie Gibson his successor. This position Alex 
still holds. For ten years he was a Triple A chairman. He is a 
charter member of the Knights of Columbus and life member of Elks 
Lodge No. 445. Alex had three children: Jobn,Mary Wieser, and Natalie 
(Sister Mary Alexandra). 

M. L. TILTON 

Marshall Leonard Tilton, son of Oscar and Emma Tilton, was born 
in Harlan Township, Shelby County, November 3, 1876. He died June 1, 
1945, at the age of 68. 

He lived his entire life in this vicinity. A mail carrier for 
some thirty years, he retired around 1935, but continued to reside 
in Walnut. 

He was united in marriage to Lillian Menefee. He left to mourn 
his passing his widow (now deceased), two sisters, Mrs. Emil Linke, 
and Mrs. Hattie Bartley, and two step-children, Mrs. Pluma Donaldson 
and James Menefee. 

HANS TRAMM 

Hans Tramm came to Walnut from Holstein, Germany in 1858, 
bringing a pair of mules and an old wooden plow. He lived in a sod 
house northwest of Walnut on what is now the Ed Tramm farm. He had 
purchased land from the government for $7.00 per acre. This area of 
the country was still unsettled. 

In a few years a family by the name of Wi land moved in west of 
the Tramm place. The railroad came to \,/alnut in 1868, and then 
other settlers began pouring in. 

Hans Tramm broke sod and raised barley for others until he had 
saved enough money to go back to Germany to get his wife Rosa (nee 
J ensen). Mr. and Mrs. Tramm were the parents of five children: Carrie 
(Sievers), Ed, John, Henry and Meta (Hansen). 

The nea rest store was in Council Bluffs. Since Hans Tramm had 
the only wagon, he t ook his neighbors • wheat to that city to have 

--------------------- - --- --=--==-======-==-== 
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flour made, and also brought groceries and other supplies. He was . 
gone at least a week on these trips. Later a store was built at 
Atlantic,. from which they could get supplies. 

CHARLIE VOSS 

Charlie Voss, son of Christian and Anna Ehlers Voss, was born 
in Pottawattamie County on September 17, 1884. He grew to manhood and 
farmed in this vicinity until the spring of 1945, when he moved to 
Walnut where he resided until his death on March 5, 1958, at the age 
of 73. 

I 

4 

Two brothers John and Ben Voss and one sister Mrs. Lena Rethwisch, 1 

preceded him in death. He was a brother of Mrs . Rudolph Sievers of 
Walnut, and Emil Voss. 

HENRY WEHLAND 

Henry Herman Wehland and Wilhelmenia Wehland came to Walnut in 
1870. They were born at Davenport, Iowa in Clinton County. Their 
parents came to America when quite young from Schleswig-Holstein, 
Germany. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wehland and their seven children crossed the Miss
issippi River by ferry and came to Walnut in a covered wagon, bring
ing with them very few possessions. Their children were : George H., 
John E., Herman H., Otto L., Willie G., Lottie K (Mrs. Wm. Boiler), 
and Carrie W. (Mrs. Wm. Bishop). 

George H. Wehland married Johanna Sievertsen on February 17, 1887. 
They were both living in Lincoln Township at the time. They were r 

married at the Peter Carstensen residence, by Squire Ray. Five child- 1 
ren were born to this union. Three died when very young. Mrs. 
Wehland d1ed in 1896 at Laurens, Iowa. Catherine and George M. were 
the surviving children. 

On July 6, 1900 George H. Wehland married Mrs. Sadie Willard 
Mertz, at Fonda, Iowa. In the fall they came to Walnut and lived on 
his father's farm. (Howard Goetts ch lives there now.) Mrs. Mertz 
had five children. Their father died from typhoid fever. The child
ren were: Elsie E. Mertz (Mrs. John Drake), Arthur Mertz, Chester 
Mertz , Daniel Mertz, Bertha Mertz (Mr·s. Wm. Moelck). 

George and Sadie Wehl and were the parents of two daughters : 
Ethel Florence (Mrs. Clarence Walter) and Edith Elsie (Mrs. Fred 
Johnson of Council Bluffs). 
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