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INTRODUCTION 

Early history of Pottawattamie County 

Pottawattamie County was organized September 21, 1848, with 
A.H. Perkins, David D. Yearsley and George D. Coulter as the first 
County Commissioners. These commissioners held their first session 
at the house of Hiram Clark, in Kanesville (now Council Bluffs). 
T. Burdick acted as clerk for the board at this meeting. 

In 1854 this county was without a railroad -- it was very thinly 
settled -- and the Indians made the city of Council Bluffs their 
home. As late as 1856 and 1857, the Indians, we are informed by 
Hon. C. D. Bloomer in the "Annals of Iowa11

, had free access to the 
streets of Council Bluffs, and traversed many sections of this 
county. At this time the Omahas and Pawnees predominated, the 
Pottawattamies having moved farther south. The redskins did not 
stand upon any ceremony when they desired to visit the houses of the 
whites, but came and left at pleasure and without invitation. Mr. 
Bloomer tells us: "they would open doors and walk into a house with 
the most astonishing coolness, and when they could not do this, they 
would plant themselves before the windows and watch .the movements of 
the inmates'.'. 

11Mr. Francis Guittar kept an Indian grocery store on the corner 
of Broadway and Main Streets, and here the Indians assembled in large 
number~when shooting at dimes, jumping, running, dancing and singing 
were indulged in, and enjoyed by t he crowd. Mr. Guittar having passed 
many years among them as a fur-trader, could speak their language 
readily and could explain to the assembled audience the meaning of 
the red people, and their wants.'' 

Mr. Bloomer describes a lively scene that took place in Council 
Bluffs in 1855 when the Indians received their annual payment from the 
government in gold. He says : "Very soon the intelligence spread · 
abroad that the Indians would arrive to buy horses, and in a short 
time nearly every horse and pony in the place were on the streets 
for sale. The red men were quite good on a bargain when horse flesh 
was to be bought, and trading went on actively all that day. Horses 
and ponies were flying in every direction, red or white riders show
ing them to the crowd. Gold was the only medium of exchange that 
passed current, and eagles were traded for horses and ponies in large 
numbers, and when night came the Indians retired to the bottoms with 
their animals, while their former owners were engaged in counting 
up their gold." 



6 

Pottawattamie is one of the largest and richest counties •in the 
state of Iowa. It measures forty-four miles from east to west, and 
about twenty-four miles from north to south. The soil .is generally 
a rich, black loam. This county contains twenty-four full congres
sional townships, six miles square each, and seven fractional town
ships, containing 960 square miles, or 614,400 acres of land. 

In the early history of the county land sold for as low as 
$2.50 an acre. Layton Township was the last portion of the county 
to attract the land agent and settler. The only explanation for thL 
seems to be the distance from market, as there was no question as to 
the fert-ili ty of the soil. Choice lands in the township originally 
sold for five or six dollars per acre. 

Pottawattamie County, like other prairie counties, had been 
travelled over long before the immigrants from the Old World, by the 
Indians, who were found here by the earliest white settlers. These 
natives lived upon the wild game, fish, etc., which were f ound in 
abundance. It is no wonder that the Indians became alarmed and dis
contented when the whites began to pour into their country, to kill 
and drive away their game , and to take up their lands. They could 
not understand why they should be disturbed and why any other people 
should be allowed to settle on their undisputed territory. 

The white people are constantly "on the make", and learning 
that buffalo and other game were abundant on the prairies of this 
section, they came here to seek the furs and skins that were taken 
by the Indians, extending their search as far west as the Rocky 
Mountains. It is supposed that the Missouri River was traversed as 
early as the eighteenth century by whites, even to its head. In 
1804, the government first organized an expedition, commanded by 
Lewis and Clark, to explore these extensive prairies and investigate 
the condition and length of the rivers coursing through them. This 
expedition started from St. Louis and passed up t he Missouri River 
to its source, after which they crossed the mountains dividing it 
from Oregon, and thence to t he Pacific coast. 

History tells us that the Indians flocked from every _direction 
to examine the boats and equipments and also . to solicit present s; 
Frequent assemblages and talks_ were hel d . by the. commanders of the 
expedition with the Indians , and one of.thes~ friendly meetings , 
took plac_e at a point near . the northwestern corner of Pottawattamie 
County, causing .t hat spot to be called Council BJuffs: In time; a 
fort was erect ed at or near this spot, by the U~s; Government, .and 
it was designated on all maps of the northwest territory; f or fifty 
years, as "Council Bluffs'' ; I n 1853 the citizens of this city , by a 
special act of t he General Assembly of t he state, adopted the name~ 
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The dealers in furs and hides of various kinds continued in 
their hazardous and profitable business well into the nineteenth 
century. Their agents, many of them French, or descendants of 
Frenchmen by Indian women, labored incessantly in propelling their 
loaded boats or canoes up the rapid Missouri River , where they 
traded with the Indians, and then loaded the same boats, and floated 
t hem back to St. Louis. 

The Traders had their regular camps, or trading points, along 
the Missouri River, and the Indians usually understood when to be 
at their stopping points, and would be there with their furs and 
pelts, to trade for such articl-es as they wanted. One of these 
stations was situated at what was known as Hart's Bluff in 1824, 
later known as Mynster 1 s Springs, where an abundance of water gushed 
from the bluffs. It is also stated that farther down the river, and 
near the southwestern corner of the county, was another celebrated 
post for Indians and traders to meet , known as Tr ader's Point, where 
Peter A. Sarpy, a noted character in these regions in the early days, 
had his headquarters and accumulated a fortune. Mr. Sarpy, like 
many other Frenchmen, married an Indian woman. 

The Pottawatomie Indians, from whom this county takes its 
name, lived in Indiana, the southern part of Michigan and eastern 
part of Illinois, before removing to Iowa. We are told t heir early 
history was very obscure, and yet we learn that "the United States 
has had more business transactions with them than with any other 
Indians". It is stated that they were received into the friendship 
and protection of the government, by a treaty, as early as January 
9, 1789; and since that time, and prior to their removal to Iowa, 
the government held 35 treaties with this nation. 

The Pottawatomies figured ext ensively in the war against the 
British in 1775, aiding in a major victory against General Braddock 
at the Monongahela. We find that "in the war carried on against the 
English, under the lead of Pontiac , the Pottawatomies were the first 
to join the confederacy, and took a prominent part in the siege. 
In the summer of 1790, hostile demonstrations were apprehended from 
the Indians of the Wabash Valley, and Col. Hammer was directed to 
advance into that country and endeavor t o bring t hem to terms. On 
the 30th of September, he 1-eft for duty, with 1,000 men, but when 
he arrived near the Miami of the Lakes, he met the combined force 
of Pottawatomies, Shawnees, and Miamis, and was forced to make 
disorderly retreat, with a loss of nearly one-third of his men." 
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This invasion of their country by Col. Hammer was , considered by 

the Indians as a declaration of war, and although they had been 
received into the friendship of the U.S. government, joined the 
Miamis and other hostile tribes against the whites. 

It must be observed then, that the Pottawatomies, long before 
coming to Iowa, figured extensively in the battles of this country. 
They were friends of the government until they supposed their countrJ 
was to be taken from them, and when this time came, they were ready 
for battle. Wherever we find this tribe, they appear to have held 
important posts --seemed to be leaders. In 1812, they are found, 
after some hesitancy, taking sides with Tecumseh and t he British, anr 
during the war they remained on that side, but after the Treaty of 
Ghent, they again returned and placed themselves under the protectioi 
of the government. Past difficulties were forgotten and forgiven, 
by mutual agreement. 

We find in the "Annals of Iowa11 that rtin 1838 the Government of 
the United States removed the Pottawatomie Indians from the Pla tte 
Purchase in Missouri, to the southwestern part of Iowa, with their 
headquarters in Pottawattamie County, where Council Bluffs now 
stands". Agents, mechanics and employeesaccompanied the Indians to 
their new home. Among these was David Hardin, who was sent by the 
government to instruct the Indians in the art of farming. Mr. Hardin 
landed at Trader's Point, with his family --his wife and seven sons. 

The history of the Pottawatomies while in Iowa is the history 
of most Indians. It is said they did not make any r a pid progress 
in the arts of civilization. Their squaws cultivated some small 
patches of corn, while the men and boys spent nearly all their time 
hunting and fishing. Game was plentiful --even elk and buffalo were 
found east of the Missouri River. The Indians remained here until 
1846 and 1847, when they sold their possessions to the government, 
by treaty, on June 5, 1846, and removed to Kansas. 

The sale and departure of the Pottawatomies from this section 
of the country left it open for settlement by the Latter Day Saints 
and the Mormons. Although both these groups figured prominently in 
the early history of the county, it is not our purpose to give a 
detailed account here. Such an account may be found in the "History 
of Pottawatomie County". 

( 
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The first ground was broken in preparation for building a 
railroad in 1859. The railroad ran dow~ the Missouri River Valley 
and was known as The Council Bluffs & St. Joseph, Mo., Railroad. 
The trains began running to Council Bluffs De-cember 17, 1867. 
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The Chicago and Northwestern Railroad was the first cross-state 
railroad to reach Council Bluffs, on January 22, 1871. 

As early as 1853, General G. M. Dodge, then a r esident of Iowa 
City, and who had been employed as an engineer in the construction 
of a railroad from Chicago to Rock Island, surveyed a line for a 
railroad across Iowa from Davenport to Council Bluffs. This line 
was called the Mississippi and Missouri, and was t he one adopted 
generall y in the construction of the road between the points mention
ed. Gen. Dodge extended his surveys across the Missouri River and up 
the Platte Valley~ on what is now the line of the Union Pacific 
Railroad. He figured extensively in the construction of this line 
as engineer, and as its friend in Congress. In 1854 he brought hi s 
family to Council Bluffs. 

This of course, is only a brief resume of the county history 
and is intended only to acquaint you with the early days of the area 
before Layton township and the community of Wal nut was settl ed. 

- - ~ -- - - . -- ----- -------- - - -- --- . 
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Walnut Begins to Sprout 

The Walnut Milling Co. operated by Eroe and Peatt. 
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CHAPTER I 

FROM THESE ROOTS 

Walnut's Beginning 

Everett Dick, in his "The Sod House Frontier", tells us: 
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"One Stranger in the West about 1870 was i mpressed with the 
tendency of the pioneers to boast and exaggerate. There was little 
difference, this observer found, between one thousand and ten 
thousand to the Westerner. A few more flies than agreeable would be 
called "wagon loads", 

"Few even of the elderly residents of the country i n frontier 
days carried watches every aav. It was customary to determine the 
time of day by noting the pcsition of t he sun in the sky. A wa tch, 
therefore, was regarded as an ornament. It was looked upon as being 
part of the dress-up costume that was worn to town, to the county 
fair, and to church. Many never even wound their watches, for they 
made just as good ornaments without winding; and they had to be 
wound with a key, which made more trouble than the modern stem-winding 
watches. The first stem- winding watches were looked upon as some
thing wonderful. They gave rise to tl'>e term, "stem-winder" which is 
still used to designate something extraordinary. The showy chain 
made up for not using the watch as a timepiece." 

"It was the general custom for a young man to get a watch when 
he was twenty-one years old. ''Coming of age" at that time was an 
event of more importance than it is today. Then a young man worked 
for his father until he was of age. After that, his time was his 
own. If t he f ather was able, he ordinarily gave the young man a team 
of horses and a wagon so he could begin life for himself. 

"Women were called ladies, and even girls of ten to fourteen 
were termed l adies. But when they hired out, they were only "hired 
girls", no matter what their age. No one on the frontier would have 
allowed anyone to call him a servant." 

"It was not uncommon to find a college graduate driving an ox 
team in the street or on the road. Or you might find one chopping 
wood along the river, or find a man who could t alk intelligently on 
the state of .affairs in the world or on the latest scientific theory, 
or discuss a recent novel. On a table ma de of dry goods boxes one of 
the best eastern papers or magazines might be found . " 
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"A widow who came west with three hundred dollars was considered 
a lucky prize for a bachelor because she was thought to be a rich 
woman." 

This will give you some idea of how Walnut's early ancestors 
might have lived about the time they began forming this small com
munity. 

The census tells us there were 6,552 people living in Potta
wattamie County in the year 1849, the year I owa was admitted to the 
Union. (Two years earlier there were no inhabitants in Pottawattamie 
County.) However, it is believed that most of the residents in 1849 
centered around Council Bluffs. Therefore, Walnut had its beginning 
somewhere bet ween 1849 and 186~, the first year we have any record 
of settlers coming to Layton Township. 

The f i r st settlers in Layton Township were E. R. Hinckley and 
family , Oscar Lodge, Leander Lodge, and Henry Orcutt, but it is not 
known just in what year they came. 

Dan Craney came to Walnut before the first railroad was built . 
His parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Craney and f amil y, arrived here in 
June, 1868. 

On May 3, 1871, a small caravan of three covered wagons arrived 
in Walnut after a three weeks overl and journey from Shef field , 
Illinois. They had crossed the Mississippi at Davenport, on a ferry 
and a steamer. The three families were Mr. and Mrs. A.H. Brown and 
children, Charles, Jennie and Sadie; John Wor k and f amily ; and Mr . 
and Mrs. ___ Craig and their son, Webb. They had purchased land 
in Layton Township at $8. per acre. Mr. Br own had bought his sight 
unseen, which was the farm now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Lee Sievers, 
two and one-half miles south of town. 

Mrs. L. L. Hanson, a daughter of the Browns', wrote t he Walnut 
Bureau in 1927 that the only building outside of a few shanties , in 
Walnut in 1871, was the depot. The three families hauled their 
lumber from Avoca and Atlantic to build their shanties on t he virgin 
prairies of Iowa. : There being no timber in this section, they hauled 
t heir firewood from the banks of the Nishnabotna, near Avoca. 

Mrs. Hanson said the wild flowers grew in profusion and were 
very beautiful. They picked wild str awberries by the tubsful. 
Rattlesnakes were almost as plentiful. When t he men came in from 
breaking prairie they had their plow-beams hanging full of rattlers. 
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One of the first pilgrims to the town of Walnut was Henry Jacobs. 
He came here with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Jacobs, from Scott 
County, Iowa, when he was three years old. On March 1, 1871, the 
family settled on the farm now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Henry Nash 
and family. 

J. W. Wayne came to Walnut in 1875 and broke prairie, later 
returning to his home at Plattville, Wis. Tn 1887 he and his parents 
returned to Walnut in a covered wagon. His brother and sister, 
s. P. Wayne and Mrs. E. J. Clark were here at that time, coming in 
1875. 

C. A. Rossmann, Julius Beyer, William Beyer, and August 
Kohlscheen all came to Walnut as young men from West Liberty, Iowa, 
arriving in Walnut on a freight train in March, 1874. Mr. Rossmann 
purchased the farm where Rondo Rossmann now lives, in 1873. The 
first house on this farm was purchased and moved to the Rossmann 
farm by oxen. Mr. Rossmann and Mr. Kohlscheen farmed the first 
three years in partnership and boarded with Henrich Koll who lived 
across the road. Their crop, besides some wheat and barley, con
sisted of two acres of onions and five acres of potatoes. The 
grasshoppers were so thick that year that the onion crop was a 
complete loss, and grain only a short crop. The gr asshoppers were 
so thick on the prairie that at times they darkened the sun and on 
the railroad tracks trains were almost unable to run. (In 1880 this 
section experienced a three day dust storm, the dust being so thick 
that the people were lost on the prairie.) 

On arriving in Walnut, Mr. Rossmann spent his first night in 
the Walnut House, operated by Henry Ott and located where Carl Osler's 
garage now stands. 

Mrs. Henry Hagge came to Walnut from Davenport in the spring of 
1875. 

W. S. Kevan came from Schyler County, Illinois in 1873 and 
settled in Monroe Township. He purchased the f ar m across the road 
from the present Bert Kevan farm and lived there until his death in 
October, 1927. Mrs. Kevan came in 1872 from Cedar County, Iowa. 

Mrs. Detlef Paasch, mother of Mrs. Ernest Kahl, came from Stuart, 
Iowa in 1877. 

John Stuart, f ather of Cecil and Alex Stuart, came to Clinton 
from Canada in 1853 .. He came to Walnut in March, 1872 and lived 
there until his death in 1935. 

-· - - - - - - --
. ---~-~ --~~-· ·- ----- ~~~ - --- ----- ·-
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William Fischer came to Walnut in the spring of 1871 from Claytr, 
County when 15 years of age. Wm. Fischer was the grandfather of 
Arthur Koehrsen. 

M. L. Spangler came to Iowa from Pennsylvania on May 15, 1868, 
loca ting at Iowa City. On May 15, 1873 he came to Walnut and formed 
a partnership with W. S. Packard and conducted a general store under 
the firm name of Packard and Spangler. In 1883 he established a 
clothing store. C 

Mrs. Mary Feldhahn came here from Council Bluffs in February, 
1873, first living in a house which stood on t he present site of 
Olsen Motors. A few months later she and her husband became pro-
prietors of Walnut House, Walnut 's first hotel. t 

Frank Bauer came to this territory with his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jachim Bauer, when only three weeks old. They arrived February 
6, 1873. 

Mrs. Lena Rethwisch was the f i rst girl born in Walnut . She was 
born in 1873. 

We shall choose the year 1870 then, as the year of Walnut's 
beginning. Someone has said that Walnut derived its name from a lonP 
Walnut tree that stood on the open prairie when the town was built. 
However, it is believed the true derivation is from Walnut Creek, as 
the town was first known as Walnut Creek Station. 

A Dr. Plinney, an early settler, is credited with giving Walnut 
its name. Dr. Plinney was a doctor, minister, druggist and horse 
trader. In 1863 his store was the only building here. According to 
Charley Spangler's history, written in 1897, Dr. Plinney preached to 
drunkards, Methodists, United Brethren, Presbyterians "or any other 
denomination needing his services". The good doctor left for Harlan 
in 1871. 

Previous to 1873 the territory embraced in Layton Township was 
a part of Knox, but in that year, on June 7, the petition of W. B. 
Cuppy, Thomas Ledwick, G. N. Robinson, and forty other residents of 
Knox was presented to the County Board of Supervisors and the follow
ing resolution granting t~eir petition was adopted: 

t 
( 

"Be it ordered that Township 76, range 38, and Township 77, 
range 38, be and is hereby organized into a civil township to be 
known as the township of Layt-on. 11 

( 
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Layton Township·was the l ast to attract the land agent and 
settler, land selling from $5. to $10. per acre in 1873. The reason 
was probably due to the distance from market. 

With the construction of the railroad the conditions were changed, 
and this land was brought into notice. With the advent of the rail
road, E. R. Hinckley became the agent for its lands, and did a very 
successful business. Settl ers flocked in from all directions, and 
the settlement grew rapidly. Wagon roads were soon in evidence. 

The original plat of Walnut was surveyed and platted by the 
Allen Company. Several additions have been made to the original plat , 
until it takes in the half section 9. The first settlers in the town 
were Dr. Plinney, D. Holcomb, D. Hison, and E. R. Hickley. 

The first store was opened by Leander Lodge, and the first post
master was E. R. Hinckley. 

The first election was held in the town of Walnut on October 14, 
1873. 

The first township trustees were M. B. Darnell, E. R. Hinckley, 
and Henry Orcutt. 

The town of Walnut was incorporated on October 12, 1877. The 
first city officers were: Mayor - w. H. Linfor; Recorder - J.B. 
Johannsen; Marshall - Robert Gilbreath. The council members were 
O. M. Bruce, J. H. Henry, Charles Lebeck, William Hill, J.B. Johannsen 
and I. T. Spangler. 

Miss Jennie Hall was the first s·chool teacher in Walnut, in 1872. 
School was held in the southeast room of the Dew Drop Inn, the old 
Walnut Hotel formerly located one block west of the business district, 
next to Green Bay Lumber Co. 

The fir st school was built i n 1875, at a cost of $5 , 000. At the 
opening there were twenty-five pupils under the tutorage of Miss Kate 
Will iams (who later became Mrs. J.C. Spangler, aunt of Charlie 
Spangl er) . I t was opened as a district school, but in the fall of 
the same year was changed to a graded school with a principal and 
two assistants. This building was burned January 8 , 1913. 

B. Fo Bixby was the first express and ticket agent for the 
Rock I sland railroad company, which built a r ailroad through Walnut 
in 1869. The depot was built i.n 1872. Pat Murray was the son of the 
first section boss, living here until his death in 1933. In 1924 he 
was the onl y man living in Wal nut who was here when the town was laid 
out. 

--- -~--~ ·- --·- -- -- ··------ -·_ - - -- --- . 
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The first church services were held in the depot, under the 
auspices of the Campbellites. The seats were made of planks, 
stretched across beer kegs. The Sunday School teacher was Miss 
Anna Laude, and the minister was a Rev. Sawyer. We shall deal with 
a complete history of the churches in a later chapter. 

The first store, -as we have said, was opened by Leander Lodge, 
and was built on the site where the Raymond Wolf building now stands. 
The Lodge building was destroyed in the fire of 1881, which will be 
dealt with in a l a t er chapter. 

The fir s t park was laid out by J.B. Johannsen, who leveled the 
ground and pl anted shrubbery. The park has since been divided into 
lots and sold, and is the block loca t ed north of the Peace United 
Church. 

The first house built in Walnut, Charlie Seville informed me in 
1953, was the one on the hill west of town, on the south side of the 
road. It was first built a cross the tracks and l ater moved to its 
present location. (Charlie was another of our older r esidents, his 
father coming to Walnut in 1868.) 

The first post-office was located in the depot; the first uptown 
post-office was located in a building on the s. R. Comer lot behind 
the pr esent building where the Lars Petersen grocery is now located. 

Other early settlers: 
w. R. Emmons came here with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. B. 

Emmons, from Avoca , in the year 1879. W. R.'s first visit to Walnut 
whil e living in Avoca, was on December 23, 1871. W.R. was young 
Jack Emmons' grandfather. 

Mrs. Jacob Carbuhn, mother of Hugo Carbuhn, was also one of the 
old settlers, coming before the town was incorporated, in the year 
1876. 

Frank Klindt came to this vicinity on October 11 1874 from 
Davenport, Iowa, locating in Shelby County, five and one half miles 
northwest of Walnut. 

Mrs. Adolph Burmeister came here with her parents in the fall of 
'75 from West Liberty , Iowa, and settled on a f ar m north of Walnut • 

./, 

Mrs. Anna Nissen, one of the oldest pioneers , came to America 
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from Germany in 1857, on a sailboat that t ook six weeks to cross the 
Atlantic Ocean. For seventeen years she lived in Clinton County, and , 
in 1874 came to Walnut, making their home on a farm three and one half 
miles north of towni bounding Shelby County. In 1893 she moved into 
Walnut where she l ived to be 96 years of age. Mrs. Nissen was the 
grandmother of Harold Nissen, and mother of Mrs. Kate Thoning. 
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z. D. Drake came to Walnut in the fall of 1877, from Sheffield, 
Illinois, at which time he purchased a farm 4 miles southwest of 
Walnut. Mr. Drake remained here f or some time, later returning to 
Illinois for his family. They remained on this farm for 15 years. 
In 1893 they 'Purchased a farm 2 1/2 miles southeast of Wal nut where 
Douglas Linden now lives. 

Among the other early settlers of the town before it was incor
por ated were Mrs. M. O. McLyman, Mrs. Peter Carstensen, Mrs. O. L. 
Lebeck, Mrs. Mary McCarty, Mrs. Anthony Kelly, C. A. Wilson, D. M. 
Kite, and William Baird. 

Mrs. H.F. Sievers came here from Lewis, Iowa, in 1867, and 
lived here until her deat h in 1945. She was the mother of Rudolph 
and Lewie Sievers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Murphy, parents of Mike Murphy, came here 
in 1869. Mr. Murphy was foreman of what was known as the 11mud 
train" that operated through Walnut at that time. He was in charge 
of 150-200 men, and they l oaded the dirt and mud with short-handled 
shovel s . 

Mike was born in 1872, and not l ong after , his parents purchased 
a farm northeast of Wal nut and moved there, living there unti l 1951. 
They celebrated their gol den wedding anniversary there. This farm 
is still in the Murphy name, in t he third generation. It is now 
owned and operated by Bernard Murphy. 

Mrs. Mo E. Murphy, nee Anna Conroy, was born here in 1876. Her 
father, John Conroy, had come to this part of the country in 1874. 
He traded all his life in \1/alnut. Mr. and Mrs. Murphy were married 
in 1898. 

Mr s. Aaron Engleman, nee Nellie Lilja, came from Sweden in 
1871 to keep house for her brother in Sioux City. As she came 
t hrough Chicago, she could see smoke and the smoldering ruins of the 
gr eat Chicago fire. When she reached Sioux City, she learned tha t 
her brother was dead. A Swedish family who had known her brother 
and knew of her coming met her as she arrived by train and as she 
didn't know a soul i n this country , she lived with them for about 
two years. .._ 

At this time the Hol comb famil y farmed just outside Walnut and 
lived in what has been the Art and Marie Ko~ppe house. In 1873, 
Nellie Lilja came to work as a hired girl at the Holcombs. She 
l ater marr ied Aaron Engleman and they lived in the house that is 
now the home of Mrs. Lottie Pope. They were the parents of Mary 
Engleman and Gartha E. Johnson. Mary was bor n in Walnut in 1885, 
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Gartha in 1877. 

Mary was a telephone operator here for almost 30 years (1919 -
1948). She knew everyone so well it was common custom to tell her 
whenever one left his house so she'd know where to find that person 
in the event of an incoming call. One resident remembers that she 
was so courteous everyone took advantage of her. Mary resides at 
her home two doors north of the Walnut School. Gartha passed away 
in 1959. 

Dr. Frank Hanna held the record of the longest practicing 
physician in Walnut. He practiced 63 continuous years, coming to 
Walnut in 1873 and practiced until two months before his death in 
February, 1936. Before coming to Walnut he attended universities 
at Chicago and at Iowa City. In Sioux City he was a student under 
the famed Civil War surgeon, Dr. Bouchier, a Frenchman, surgeon
chief of the 13th army corps. 

Dr. Hanna sometimes rode a horse or drove one in the shafts 
of a buggy for sixty or seventy miles many a day and never thought 
he had worked very hard at that. 

This concludes the history of Walnut, as we know it, before 
1878. More detailed history dealing with early buildings and people 
of Walnut will be dealt with in later chapters. Let us turn then, 
to that year, the first in which we have any complete records, as 
this was the first year in which Walnut had a newspaper to record 
its events. 

The fashion news of that year tells us: 
"The washerwoman overskirt is a favorite for walking suits. 
The new picture frames are of smooth, polished wood, without 

any carving or tracing. 
The deep Russian lace collars and cuffs are still worn. Some 

of them are deep enough to reach the bottom of the waist. 
Corduroy velvet is one of the novelties of the season. 
Mary Queen of Scots bonnets and the wide ruchs and cuffs worn 

in the time of that queen will be worn to some extent this winter. 
Corsets are made of cork nowadays." 

Other signs of the times: 
Merchants in Walnut made seasonal trips to Chicago to purchase 

their merchandise. 
Subscribers to "The Walnut News" were increasing at the rate of 

40 per week. 
Teams and wagons were the principal means of transportation. 
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"Vegetine" seems to have been as popular as chlorophyl and 
Serutan are now. It was prepared from bark., roots, and herbs and 
recommended as a blood purifier. 

The Bucke;yeSelf-Binder had just come into use. 
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New and valuable improvements for 1878: Nickols, Shepard and 
Co's Vibrator-Thresher, Case-Eclipse, and Aultman and Taylor thresher 
and vibrator. 

Each week the paper tells of men being "escorted to the cooler" 
because of drinking brawls. 

Walnut boasted of a half-mile race-track in 1878. 

Eggs sold for 7¢ per dozen; butter, 8¢ per lb.; cherries, 9¢ per 
quart; raspberries, 18¢ per qt.; flour, $2.90 per cwt.; corn, 20¢ per 
bu . ; wheat, 72¢ per bushel; oats, 15¢ per bu.; coffee, 5 lbs ._ for 
$1.00; ten cans of baking powder, $1.00; Silver Gloss starch, 5¢. lb.; 
potatoes, 27¢ per bu.; and meals for 25¢ at the St. Elmo Restaurant. 

Moershell Bros. offer: Ingrain carpets - 40¢ per yd.; woolen 
yarns - 80¢ per lb.; good cotton flannels - 10¢ per yd.; ladies' 
beaver coats, $6.00; good prints, 5¢; good blankets, $2.75 - $3.50 
per pair; sewing machines, $30.00; ladies' mink furs, $10.00; 
ladies' 16 karat gold watch, $20.00; good ginghams, 8¢. 

W. B. Emmons sells: Children's fine shoes, 55¢ - $1.00 per pair; 
Ladies' calf shoes, $1.00 - $1.25 per pair; Ladies' button Pebole 
goat shoes , $1.87 pair; men's kip boots, $2 . 00 - $4.oo pr.; men's 
wool-lined boots, $3.10 pair; men's heavy shoes, $1.24 pr. 

Editor Cramer suggests: " Would it not bea good idea to straighten 
the hitching posts in front of the business houses along Central 
Street? It would be a decided improvement over the old crooked row." 

From the June 13 issue of "The News": "Steel rail is now laid 
on the Rock Island Road from Chicago to Adair. On ~onday l ast, work 
was commenced at Anita, laying the new r ail east. Road,naster Cox 
thinks it will be September before they reach Atlantic." 

In 1878 it cost 25¢ for a round trip ticket to the fair at Avoca. 

On August 1, 1878 the following sidewalk ordinance was printed: 
"On the east side of Central, namely: from the sw corner of 

block 15 to the nw corner of Block 15, 8 feet wide, to be built of 
good, sound two-inch plank, and laid upon four stringers, not less 
than two inches by six inches , from the sw corner of block 10 to the 
nw corner of block 10, six feet wide , to be built of good , sound, 
one-inch boards to be l a id upon four stringers not less than two 
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inches by four inches; from the last named point to the sw corner of , _ 
school house grounds, four feet wide, to be built of good, sound, \ 
one-inch boards and laid upon three stringers not less than two inches --
by four inches, to be done withi~ thirty days of notice. r, 

On November 28 of that year Editor Cramer stated, 11The new side
walk on the east side of Central Street is completed, and improves 
the looks of the street wonderfully.rt 

The Walnut German Club was organized in this y-ear, with a member
ship of about thirty. The officers were as follows: J. B. Johannsen, 
president; C. Lebeck, treasurer; I. Carstensen, secretary; F. C. 
Gerstenberg, assistant secretary. 

In 1879 Walnut was a booming, thriving little town. Sidewalks 
were being built, new streets opened and graded, new houses were being , 
built, and the old ones remodeled. The sidewalk running north and 
south on Central Street was extended to the northern outskirts of the ~
town. The other sidewalks built were from the southern end of 
Central east. These were the new streets that were opened up also. C 

' 
The r ecords show $34,350 worth of improvements in Walnut in 

1878. The year of '79 must have been even greater, as quite a little 
building was accomplished. (See Chapter 4.) 

Editor Cramer urged the extension of Central Street south to the 
depot, for added convenience as well as to improve the appearance of 
the town from the south. He said: "At present the only approach to 
the depot with a team, is to go around either a block to the east or 
west, and even the rough foot-path leading across may be closed up 
any day, and no matter how muddy and dark, those wishing to meet the 
train will be compelled to go around. To the stranger looking from 
the cars at the depot, our town presents a very uncouth appearance, 
as no view of the street can be obtained, and nothing is seen but a 
couple of barns and old corn cribs." However, despite his earnest 
efforts, the town council paid no heed. 
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Walnut, with a population of 1,000 in 1878, did a railroad 
business, not including tickets , to the amount of $148 ,355.31. On 
March 20, 1879, the following account was given concerning grain 
being shipped: 11During Thursday, Friday and Saturday of l ast week 
there were 75 cars of grain shipped from this place . Supt. Royce 
sent a special engine here with a full set of hands to assist, and 
they were kept at work drawing loaded cars away f rom the elevators 
(there were four grain elevat ors in Walnut) pulling in empty cars and ' 
making up trains. Seventy-five loaded cars make five good heavy trains •. _ 
What do you think of it, you fellows who are shipping only six and 
eight cars a week?" 
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Editor Cramer reported in The News of '79 an interview he had 
with E. R. Hinckley, one of the first settlers, who came in 1870. 
Mr. Hinckley informed the editor that there were only about 50 acres 
of land broken for a distance of 25 miles south, and about 150 acres 
broken within 40 miles north. From 1871-1876 Mr~ Hinckley, a real
estate agent amoung other things, had made land sales averaging 
twenty thousand acres annually. 

Some of the business men in '79 were curious as to how many 
teams would drive into Walnut on a certain day, and one Saturday 
they took count. The number counted was 684. 

Mr. Cramer informed the men of Walnut that "it is not necessary 
to leave more than 15 inches space on the street corners for ladies 
to pass, as they shculd not be on the streets. Those who hold side
walk leases have the best right to the corners, and if ladies will 
come out there is plenty of room for them to pass around your crowd

7 

if they go in the street. Don't give up your rights, but manfully 
hold your ground. Conversation may be kept up, for if the ladies 
do not wish to hear, they can hold their hands over their ears. 
Don't move. It isn't manly." (And I thought that was the age of 
chivalry!) 

Trees were planted at the north end of Central Street in 1879. 
Women were buying "splendid corsets" for 40¢ at Mrs. Spurrier's 

in '79. 
A resolution was passed in that year making the license for 

beer, wine, etc. $150. A report was given in The News that John 
Casey paid his saloon license with $20. gold pieces. 

Among the improvements in Walnut in '79 was a new and substant
ial crossing across the lower end of Central Street, under which ran 
a sewer to conduct the water from the ditch on the east side of the 
street. 

Another improvement which Editor Cramer urged was the purchase 
of a town sprinkler to settle the dust on Central Street and cool 
the atmosphere. He also urged the weeds be destroyed on Central 
Street. 

Many covered wagons were passing through Walnut enroute to the 
prairies of Nebraska and The News carried several stories of Indian 
uprisings in Nebraska in that year. 

- ----------- - -· 
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Did you know that Walnut had a "Board of Trade" in 1879? The 
business men or ganized it, and the speculators termed it a "bucket 
shop". The board opened every evening at seven o'clock and specula
t ions wer e made upon the Chicago close at 4:30 o ' clock the f ollowing 
day . The board was governed by the same rules as gover n t he Chicago 
board. The dealings of our board were confined principally to grain 
speculations. 

The Post of The Grand Army of the Republ ic was organized i n 
Walnut on Wednesday evening, Apr i l 23 , 1879 by department Commander 
Griswold. The following is a list of officer s who wer e elected and 
installed : Commander, Major W. L. Williams; Sr. Vice- Commander , 
Capt. A. L. Martin ; Jr. Vice-Commander, E. Kenwor thy; Surgeon, Dr. F. 
S. Thomas; Chapl ain, W. H. Bowman; Officer of the Day, o. M. Bruce; 
Adjutant , J. C. Spangl er ; QM, I. T. Spangler; QM Sgt., B. F. Bixby; 
Officer of the Guard, Mr. Spencer. The or ganization was composed 
of honorabl e discharged sol dier s. 

Mr. J oseph Boiler had purchased 80 acr es of land adjoining the 
south side of town. 

Post al regulations put in effect in 1879 were : 
(1) order r equiring postmaster to stamp the date of receipt 

upon all letters received. 
(2) No post al employee or postmaster shall be allowed to change 

the address on any mail r eceive_d in his office. 

There were two major news events of 1879 -- Wal nut had its 
first fire and a k i dnapping. (See Chapter 3.) 

An important advancement in 1880 was the instal lation of the 
town waterworks. A water tank tower was constructed that held 56,750 
gallons. The well from whi ch the water was drawn was fifty feet in 
depth, from which it was forced into the tank by a windmill. The 
tank was elevated upon suitable timbers and mason work , 16 fee t , 
which gave the water sufficient head to throw over any building in 
town , or about 60 f eet at the f oot of Central Street, at its abut
ment upon Pearl. 
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The cost of the tank , l ot, wel l , and windmill was estimated at 
$1500, which was pai d by the city. Pi pe and hydrants cost an add
i tional $500 which was r aised by t he individual owner s of the property 
upon and contiguous t o Central Street. It was t hen ascertained what 
amount of water could be spar ed fr om the tank, and each building a long ,
t he street was allowed to use their portion of the surplus amount. 
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The city council compromised with Editor Cramer in this year and 
built a sidewalk to the depot, but as yet, the street was not extend
ed as the editor had urged. 

Dr. Hanna was married in 1880 "to a lucky lass.Ie:-tfom Shelby". 

An addition was built to the school in this year -- and modern
day teachers, take note--: a teacher with a first-grade certificate 
received $297• per year in 1880, and had to pay $130 per year for 
board. 

A Western Union telegraph office was installed in "The News" 
office. 

The first hair dresser in Walnut was Mrs. W.R. Bowman. 

Thomas Bunker invented a new style windmill, and made a working 
model of a steam engine. Frank Stowe, Walnut's jeweler, completed a 
steam engine which was remarkable for its efficiency, considering 
the size of the mechanism. The steam cylinder was about half an inch 
in diameter, and an inch and a quarter in length, yet there was power 
enough in it to turn a jeweler's lathe for all classes of work. 

The steam was conveyed from a temporary boiler to the engine by 
means of a rubber hose, about two-thirds the size of a lead pencil; 
steam was generated by an alcohol lamp, and the waste steam was 
carried away by means of a similar hose and a piece of tin tubing 
inserted in a hole in the light of glass in front of it. The boiler 
was vertical. A pump of lilliputian dimensions was added, whereby it 
fed itself. The whole affair could be carried in one's pocket. 

The biggest news of 1881, as any old-timer can tell you, was the 
fire which destroyed the entire west side of Central Street. There 
were 16 buildings lost and $40,000 worth of property . (See Chapter 
6 for details.) 

On May 19, 1882, at a regular meeting of the city council, it 
was moved and seconded that the poll tax be two days labor with one 
man or one day with man and team. 

Frank Stowe, Walnut's jeweler, erected a large clock in front of 
his store. It had a face to the north, south and west, and struck 
loudly enough to be heard in any part of town. Cost was over $100. 
Frank planned and manufactured the entire works of the clock. 

The October 25, 1883 issue of the "Walnut News" carried this 
item: 

"We are told the husker, a late invention by Spangler Brothers 
and Avery of Walnut, and a gentleman of Shelby was tried a few days 

·-- -··- ~ •- -·----- --
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ago and works well, yet needs a touch here and there to carry out the 
principle calculated by the inventors. 

11 Patent for the reversible drag tooth has just been granted 
P. C. and I. A. Carstensen. This tooth was so arranged as to fit the 
famous Lund Drag for which these gentlemen had exclusive rights. 11 

Signs of the times in 1885: curled bangs were coming in again. 
They were worn with the hair arranged in a t wist on top of the head ••• 
anybody wanting a first-class patent spring seat at low rates was 
calling at Gust Wolf's wagon shop • .•• on May 21, a carload of telephone 
poles arrived, and it was expected to have a line completed to 
Walnut at an early date •••• men were getting 12 shaves and one haircut 
for $1.00 at J.B. Howe's Barber Shop, one door north of Hutchendorf's 
Music Store. 

Mrs. M. E. Orcutt, who had been operating a Millinery in Walnut 
for several years, moved her establishment to Anita. Dewey Larsen 
found some old letters stashed away in the wall when he put a new 
window in his house in 1953. These letters were written by Mrs. 
Orcutt to her brother-in-law, A. B. Slater, who lived in the house 
at the time, and operated a mill here. The lett ers were dated in 
1878 and 1879. She then lived in Hebron, Nebraska, and in one of t he 
letters She mentioned s tarting a millinery in Walnut and asked Mr. 
Slater what he thought the prospects might be. She had just lost 
two children through illness, and her letters told of her struggles 
to make a living for herself and her remaining daughter, Grace, while 
her husband'l Henry, was out west "prospecting" for l and. 

She evidently did quite well here, according to The Walnut News, 
for she seemed to carry quite a large stock, and soon was advertising 
for additional help. According to The News, her husband remained a 
"roamer", for he seemed to make himself scarce. 

John Mallicoat started a furniture store about this time (1885). 
The Transient House, a new hotel, was under the proprietorship of 
B. F. Brown and was l ocated across the street from where Mertz I mple
ment is now lccated, according to the old-timers. 

The first variety store in Walnut opened in 1886, on the east 
side of Central Street, and was owned by Mrs. W. H. Wilds. 

Thomas Bunker, (furniture dealer and undertaker) was manufactur
ing the Favorit Washing Machines, for which the Bureau had turned out 
a lot of printed directions. 
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More inventions in 1886 -- according to the following item : 
"Hagge, Sankey, and Weise have entirely remodelled their buggy 

top supporter, recently invented by the two first-named parties, 
and have brought it to almost perfection. The invention is designed 
to be applied to buggy tops as a supporter. A single motion of a 
small lever, placed in an out-of-the-way, although convenient place, 
"breaks" the top and it falls backward, while a slight pressure 
with one hand or elbow causes it to return to an upright position. 
We believe that the proprietors of the patent have a bonanza, as 
it is something which will sell on its merits. The company referred 
to above is already making preparations to manufacture the goods on 
an extensive scale and is casting about for a central location in 
some large city." 

In 1887 men were buying overalls "guaranteed not -to rip" for 
$1.00 at Spangler's Clothing Store, and German Balls were quite 
popular at Burmeister's Hall. The hall was located 9 according to 
the old-timers, where the old hotel was located, next to Green Bay 
Lumber. 

William Pedersen succeeded 0. C. Zinn as jeweler in Walnut in 
August of 1887. He was an uncle to Louis Pedersen, who operates a 
tavern in Walnut at the present t ime . 

As it is with most of us, Walnut's misfortune came in large 
doses in 1887, for there were two major fires, within 100 days. 
(See Chapter 6 for details.) 

The Rock Island Depot was to be rebuilt on the old. site, and 
the town proposed extending Central Street south to the depot. 
Deputy Sheriff McCandless came to Walnut to secure condemnation 
notices on the owners of the l and laying between the track and the 
end of Main Street, so the town could proceed to extend the street. 

However , soon after, the following account appeared in The 
Bureau: 

"Last Saturday evening, H. Preston, general road master of the 
R.I. for t heir west divisions, put in an appearance and placed a 
partial quietus upon the scheme of the council to open Centr al 
Stree t across the tracks, by emphatically informing that honorable 
body that his company would not allow anything of the kind to ·be 
done, except at the terminus of a law suit. He did not question the 
town's ability to do as they had intended, but the R.R. company 
would resist it to the bitter end." 

--- -------- - - · -- ----- - --- - - --- --- ---·-- - -- --- -- -- - - - · - - --- - - - - - - - -- - - - - -- - -
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"His visit also brought to light the fact that there is no 
regular crossing over the tracks between the north and south in 
town and the use of the ones in vogue depends upon the caprices of 
the R.R. officials. This state of affairs will place the town 
council in a very embarrassing and vexing position, but we have 
confidence in them to the extent of believing that whatever they 
do will be for the town's best interests." 

In the following issue, the information was given: 
"Regarding the question of a crossing opposite the foot of 

Central Street the plan of action outlined is as follows: to accept 
the condemned lots at the appraised price, and to have the state 
railway commission come and view the prospect over and endeavor to 
get them to establish the desired crossing. Or, if they did not 
think that way, t o get them to order the railway company to set 
their proposed new depot to the west of the projected site, so as to 
give an obstructed view of Central Street from the cars and make the 
private crossing near Negley's elevator a public one. The session 
was a regular picnic for chronic kickers and they will doubtless 
make the best of it. However, the honorable dads acted as they con
sidered best for the town, and felt that if they couldn't get the 
railway company to give in, that they had better give i n to the 
railroad." 

Soon after this, a petition was circulated by J. Henry, president 
of the Exchange Bank, whi ch was as follows: 

"We, the undersigned, residents of Walnut, I owa , hereby request 
that you do not extend Central Street across the C.R.I and P. Rai lway 
tracks. That you use your best endeavors to induce the r a ilway 
company to locate their depot so that it will be on a line with the 
buildings situated on the west side of said street; that they remove 
the stockyards to the south side of said track, and t hat they secure 
the town one or more permanent crossings over said track; provided 
that any or all of said requests will be granted without legal pro
ceedings or the payment of damages. We hereby protest i naugurating 
any fight with the railway company." 

To this petition, 77 persons out of 82 to whom it was presented, 
attached their names. 

Soon after, a cross petition was drawn up, and circulated by 
J.B. Johannsen, which read as follows: 

"To the honorable mayor of Walnut, Iowa: 
"We, the undersigned, voters and residents of Walnut, Iowa, 

desire to express our hearty approbation and approval of the steps 
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taken by your council towards opening Central Street across the C.R.I. 
and P. Railway tracks, and such of us as-have signed a petition that 
you do not open Central Street across said grounds, hereby authorize 
and request you to erase our names from said petition, as we believe 
our signatures were obtained upon a misunderstanding of the true facts 
of the case." 

This petition was signed by 49 of the 77 who had signed the 
first petition circulated. 

Oct. 6, 1887: "The railway commissioners have made their report 
in the complaint of the Town of Walnut vs the C.R.I. and P. Railway, 
in the matter or a crossing from Central Street south. After review
ing the case, that august body decides that the crossing by Negley 1 R 

elevator is a public one; that two crossings are necessary to accom -
~o<.fate~he town, and finally wind up by recommending that all present 
crossings be torn up and vacated, and that a mammoth suspension bridge 
be built, extending from the foot of Central Street south to the hill 
by Howard's, or in that vicinity; the cost of erection and maintain
ing same to be equally divided between the town and the railway 
company." 

Dec. 22 --: "J. H. Preston, roadmaster of the R. I. railroad~ 
was in town last Friday in conference with the city officials in 
relation to the construction of the proposed viaduct. An overhead 
crossing will be constructed PROVIDED that the county will assume 
the town's share of the cost. Col. Dailey, county attorney, to whom 
the board of supervisors r eferred the matter, is reported as being 
favorable to the county making the allowance." 

However, nothing further developed in regard to the bridge. 

A war among the merchants brought down t he price of granulated 
sugar to 15 pounds for $1.00 in 1889. 

J. L. Woodhouse sold his lot 9, block 14, to Will iam Hulin for 
$400. (This property is two blocks east of Dr. Weir's office.) Mr. 
Hulin had occupied the property for sometime as a renter. 

Editor H. V~ Battey took the opportunity to express an opinion 
in the following item, from the Sept. 13, 1889 issue, concerning the 
new town well: 

11The town council has let the contract for a new well, which is 
guaranteed to furnish an abundant supply of water. The present well 
is about 55 feet deep, but it is proposed to put the new well down a 
great deal deeper. The old well is being filled up, it having been 
found to be in bad condition. We question the wisdom of the city 
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dads however~ in taking out the old pump, in fair condition, with 
3 1/2 inch cylinder and replacing it with one of a smaller caliber. 

"The wheel of the windmill is about 14 feet and the capacity 
of the tank about 1,000 barrels. These give plenty of power and 
abundant storage supply for the purpose of the town, but the capacity 
of a 2 1/2 inch is not great enough to be in keeping with the needs. 
And in connection with this subject, we would like to ask the honor
abl·e council why they paid $35. for a pump cylinder and pipe when 
it could have been purchased and put in at a saving of nearly half 
what was paid? The town is in debt, and economy in the administra
tion of affairs of the town should be rigidly enforced." 

A new bakery was opened in Walnut in June of 1890 by a Mr. Fred 
Schindhelm. A later item declares that Mr. Schindhelm sold 11125 
loaves of bread on Monday and on Tuesday over 10011

• 

L. C. Pedersen, father of Louis Pedersen of Walnut, succeeded 
his brother, William, in the jewelry business in July of 1890. 
William bought a large jewelry establishment at Clarinda. 

Suggested Christmas_ gifts for 1891: "a plush cloak, a cloth 
jacket, a handsome shaw~ a fine dress pattern or a pretty stylish 
hat would make your wife a most acceptable Christmas present." 

When a child was born in 1892, the physician received $10. for 
his services. When a couple married, the minister received $5.00 or . 
$10. , and in the event of death, the undertaker received $100. 

Chris Buttenschon built his house just south of town in 1892 at 
a cost of $2800. 

In May of 1893 the first "steam-riding gallery" or merry-go
round, arrived in Walnut. 

Hitching posts were installed along both sides of Central Street 
in 1893. Editor Battey claims there were few such hitching posts on 
Central prior to that time. 
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In April of 1894 Kelley•s army of the unemployed visited Walnut. 

In 1894 many prominent men of Walnut were purchasing new Rambler, 
Imperial, and Pacemaker bicycles. Among them were Chet Boiler, Pete 
Petersen, George Griffith, Herb Mosher, Ernest Kincaid, Charlie 1 

Spangler, and Frank LeFeber. They arranged for a trip overland on ( 
their bikes to Council Bluffs and Omaha. 

/

In 1894 The Mill Company in Walnut was preparing to make delivery 
of flour by team to points as far away as Adair. L . 
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From the July 13 issue of The Bureau: "Louis Pedersen and 
bride may be expected to arrive at Walnut about the first of August." 
Louis had spent several months in Europe. 

In October of 1894 a falling meteor shook the earth around 
Council Bluffs when it fell and exploded. Dr. Hanna, an eyewitness, 
claimed its light was so bright for a few moments that "it was 
almost dazzling". 

An item of interest from the April 26, 1895 issue of The 
Bureau: "H. Darwin Mcilrith and wife, whose home is in Chicago, 
passed through Walnut Tuesday noon enroute west. They are on a 
tour-a-wheel around the world as correspondents for the 1Inter
Ocean'. They ride Fowler bicycles and Mrs. Mcilrith wears the 
Bloomer costume." 

The Walnut waterworks were completed in 1896. Following is 
the account in The Bureau: 

"On April 22, 1896, the contract to erect a system of water
works was let by the town authorities to B. P. Egan, of Nebraska 
City, at a price of $9350. The standpipe was afterwards let by 
Mr. Egan to the George E. Kingbridge Co. for $1675. 

"The work was commenced by Mr. Egan about the middle of May and 
all his part was completed about the first of July. The standpipe 
contractors finished up their work Monday of this week (Aug. 7) and 
Mr. Egan began at once to pump it full of water for the final test 
which will be held today or tomorrow, barring accidents. 

"The system consists of pumping station with two ten-inch 
vertical engines and 40 horsepower boiler. There is 9756 feet of 
mains all within a complete circuit except of about 1200 feet on 
North Central Street, 25 hydrants, and 16 gate boxes. 

"The standpipe is built of the best steel plate, 10 feet in 
diameter and 100 feet high and will hold in the neighborhood of 
53,000 gallons. 

"The final test is, according to the engineer plans, to throw 
a stream of water 90 feet high or its equivalent distance in a 
horizontal direction." 

The necessary pipes to supply water to the school were laid 
in Jan. of 1897. 
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Signs of the times in 1897: 
Corn was 8¢ per bushel and some scientists were still trying to 

prove the earth was flat. 

Speaking of science -- Walnut citizens were amazed at the sight 
of an airship in the skies. It was a little like the flying saucers 
of today, as some people refused to believe it actually existed, as 
can be seen from the following account in the Bureau: 

"April 16, 1897: "Yes, the airship has been with us. It was 
seen by a number of our citizens whose reputation for truth and 
veracity cannot be doubted. It arrived at about the regular hour -
9:00 pm -- and was at that time parading the northwest heavens. 

"The rumble of its machinery could be heard and the movement of 
its huge fanlike wings were distinctly discernable to those who had 
the good luck to see the mysterious craft. Its immense electric 
light cast a brilliant reflection upon the clouds far in advance and 
the danger signal of a trio of red lights were properly displayed at 
its stern." 

"Yes, we believe it was the airship. Why shouldn't we? Every 
town in the state has seen it and Walnut has as good a right as any 
town to an airship of its own. It has been here and we are proud 
of it. 11 

"We know it was an airship because i t was seen in the northwest 
heavens and disappeared in a northwesterly direction. It had wings, 
because it was seen to bob up and down, just like the airship had 
done at other places, and therefore we know it was an airship." 

Street lights arrived in Walnut in 1897 -- here is Editor 
DePew's account: 

"Three of the new street lights arrived Monday and have been 
placed in position. They are gasoline lamps and are so arranged 
that they can be filled to burn a given number of hours and then go 
out. A tes t was made Tuesday night with a little less than one pint 
of gasoline, which burned from 6:15 o 'clock till after eleven, giving 
a steady, bright light strong enough to make al l the crossings at 
the street intersections easily seen. At this rate the lights will 
cost about one and one-fourth cents each for six hours light. The 
24 lights to be put in will not exceed thirty cents per night . 

"There are some who object to 'such extravagance', but some men 
have to kick to keep their digestion in good order." 
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"Oct. 29, 1897 - "W. E~ Fraser has the honor of being the first 
to pay water rent to the town. He paid the city $13.75 Wednesday 
morning for the water rent up to March 1, 1898 • ." 

In March of 1899 weather signal flags were flown on the flag· pole 
in front of the German Bank. 

Walnut seemed to have its problems concerning the waterworks, as 
is evidenced from this item in the August 7, 1899 issue of The Bureau: 

"END OF A LONG STRUGGLE -- The work that has been going on at the 
deep wells for the last four months was brought to a successful term
ination Saturday morning. Late the night before the valves and rods 
were placed in the well and the pump started. It made a run of over 
14 hours before it was stopped and never failed to throw its full 
measure of water at every stroke. 11 

"The work during the entire period has been under the charge of 
Mr. J. W. Richards, who first sank the wells. For some time it was 
carried on under the supervision of the town, but was finally abandon
ed by them and was taken up by private parties, who continued to 
employ Mr. Richards and have stayed behind him in his endeavor to 
secure for Walnut an unlimited supply of w_ater. 11 

"To them is due the successful ending of one of the most dis
couraging jobs ever undertaken in this place. No stone was left 
unturned by those opposed to the water plant to make a f ailure out of 
every effort." 

"The town now has one of the best water supplies of any town in 
the county, and. while the excessive hardness of the water can be 
urged against the use of it, there is no foundation for the reports 
that have been spread abroad that the water is not pure." 

"The wells will be turned over to the council by the private 
parties who have completed the work_ in first- class condition, and 
capable of supplying all the water that will be needed for years to 
come. 11 

Read it and weep: In 1899 fresh beef cuts were selling for: 
roast, 10¢; loin steak, 15¢; round steak, 12¢; Smoked meats : whole 
ham, 12¢; bacon, 11¢. 

In 1900 11Willie" Carstensen was supplementing his school studies 
with some work in the mechanical line. He had constructed a perfect 
working electric dynamo and motor which he set up in his father's 
shop, connecting the dynamo with the engine which supplied power 
enough to the motor to run a small grindstone. Both machines, 
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according to Editor DePew, could be "safely packed away in a peck 
measurett. 

According to the editor , "A new fad has been started up in 
which the young ladies present their best fellows with a box of 
cigars for a birthday present -- the shade of the cigar to match the 
young man's hair and complexion." 

(Wonder if they had blonde cigars in those days?) 

Following is a census report taken from an early atlas owned by 
Anna Reimer~ 

POPULATION CATTLE HORSES MULES 
1880 1884 

Layton Twsp. 753 760 1644 670 40 
Walnut, tn. 733 900 69 116 15 
Lincoln twsp.628 671 1441 634 49 

SHEEP SWINE ASSESSED VAL. ASSESSED VAL. 
REAL ESTATE PERSONAL PROP. 

Layton twsp. 1735 $191,299 $40,340 
Wal nut town 24 54 61 , 355 3'3,193 
Lincoln twsp~ 2,334 181,381 39,623 
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